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By Andrew Mutter 

Compass Nows Foal m us 
ROME*. — A Bolivian indublnal on* 
yincer. working in his spare timu. 
hiifi duvuloped an oliurlivo multi- 
linyunl computer lianslalor, while 
his nearest rivals — researchers 
with a $30 million pioqrarninu say 
no equivalent European prototype 
will be ready until 1990. Ivan Guz- 
man. 52. says the key to his sys- 
tem is an obscure Andean langu- 
age known as Ay mam. but per- 
fecting it might have been imposs- 
ible without the help of his second 
wife Gladys and 23-year -old son 
Marcel. 

Guzman, who was dismissed as 
a La Paz University mathematics 
professor for dabbling in comput- 
ers. believes that one year and 
additional funds of 'no more than 
$1 million" would make his soft- 
ware programme fully commercial. 
He already has refused a Wang 
Computers directorship In the Un- 
ited States so as to retain full 
rights to his invention, and a num- 
ber of leading international agen- 
cies are convinced his product is 
the best available. 

"We were astonished by Guz- 
man's results, " said Anriquie Mel- 
rose. technology director with the 
Rome -based Inter-governmental 
Bureau of Information (IBl), a spe- 
cialist agency aimed at assisting 
Third World computer develop- 
ment. “His machine is not yet per- 
fect. but very nearly.' 1 Europeans 
teading Western efforts to devise 
usable computer translators have 
so far developed only bilingual 
programmes' operating at an' aver- 
age of 10 words per minute. They 
say their prototype multilingual 
translator Is . unlikely before the 
: end of the decade. 

Guzman says his programme; 
Using Aymara as an '‘algebraic 
bridge, "can simultaneously -trans- 
late Any , four o I five languages -r 
. English, Tronbhi German; Spanish 
and Portuguese at Mp to 120 
; vypm. Impressed observers at a 
•: qeiribnsUatlan; at IBl headquarters 
, this month said the system la ex- 
i tremely simple td operate; "One ot 
:: the great; advantages Is that .it 
' .works through a standard word 
• processor, making It very easy to 
/'handlp.'V said Roberto ' Costello, 
'•‘ohlef , records officer - with the 
i; International; Fuihd for Agricultural 
- 'Development. 

; • . 'So far. attention has concen- 
j traled ,on Aymqra, an ancient 
epre-fpca language spoken ; by; 2.5 
. million people In the Cuzco region 

i • * : 
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around Lnku Titicrun on tlio boi- 
dui bulwopn Bolivia nud Pom 
Guzman btiyjin studying Ayiiinm 
when buurchincj lor a way lo sim- 
plify inalhonmtics lunching lo chil- 
dren who spoke it ns a unlive 
language 

Mis studios revealed a uniquely 
rigid "logarithmic" grammar orga- 
nized according to entirely unam- 
biguous i riles of syntax, which 
Guzman showed could be reduced 
mathematically lo a series ol alge- 
braic notations. "Since the formal 
syntax allows us to wiitc formulas 
foi the grammatical structure of 
sentences In any language, we 
can store grammar in a kind of 
computer dictionary, simplifying 
enormously the programming of n 
translator system." said Guzman, 
who hopes to add Arabic to his 
system. 

Guzman has become a staunch 
defender of (he Aymara language, 

Europeans loading Western ef- 
forts to devise usable computer 
translator have so far developed . 
only bilingual programmes op- 
erating at an average of 10 
words per minute. They say 
their prototype multilingual 
translator Is unlikely before the 
end o f the dec ade. 

which Is not taught in Bolivian 
schools and generally Is discou- 
raged as a dead-end peasant ton- 
gue. "It Is a disgrace such things 
can happen on our planet," he 
said. "If I make enough money 
from this I will see they get books 
and newspapera In their own 
language." 

Guzman has worked as a free- 
lance computer consultant since 
losing hls university post in 1970 
and began concentrating on : hls 
translating six years ago, working 
weekends on computer time lent 
by friends, frustrated by What he 
sees as the Third ; World's highly 
restricted -approach, to computer 
development, he hopes hja perso- 
nal. success will help stimulate 81- 
; rrillar iprojacts. ' '■ 

■ ■'Our.. Inferiority complex is very 
strong," he said. "People think 
-only, of - simplistic programming for 
. the Third World and fall to under- 
stand the huge potential waiting In 
; developing countries If only efforts 
were made to devise computer 
.projects In. a more rational way"' 
. Guzman says he la no genius, nls 
Success Is merely 'The fortuitous 
result of a combination of; comp- 
lementary experience and stimuli." 


Ho lists these as learning Ayuiam. 
having n formal n ml hem; i firs ti .'lin- 
ing. and working subsequently 
with o wide range ol computers. 

Bui ho insists that two other vi- 
tal stimuli hnve been the practical 
support of wlfo Gladys — n lingu- 
ist now responsible for preparing 
Guzman's computer "dictionaries' 
— and his son Marcel, a computer 
science student in Mexico who 
works on lexical software pro- 
grammes. All needed was the 
right stimulus " said Guzman. "For 
me. meeting Gladys was one: and 
Marcel's lexical data base remains 
undoubtedly the best on the mar- 
ket." 

The family partnership particu- 
larly struck IFAD's Gastello. "What 
so surprised me was that a sys- 
tem like this could have been pro- 
duced by a family working alone, 
with no significant support other 
lhan their own resources." he 
said. 

Experts agree the commercial 
value of Guzman's work could be 
Immense, with professional trans- 
lation costing around $50 per 
page In Latin America, $70 in the 
United States and as high as 
$250 In the European Community, 
whose departments use nine offi- 
cial languages. Translators hand- 
ling seven official languages at the 
United Nations in New York pro- 
duce on average four million do- 
cument pages a year. 

Experts say that once per- 
fected.- Guzman's system could 
‘cut translation time by 75 per 
dent. . 

Most of Guzman's /’dictiona- 
ries" at present hold no more than 
2,000 words, against his ideal of 
up’ to 70,000. To reach this, he es- 
timates he needs another year, 
and funding — depending oh the 
number of languages aimed at — ' 
of between $300,000 and $1 mill- 
ion. 'So far. however, potential in- 
vestors like' Wang have either de- 
manded rights to hls programme 
or have offered to.gbver only part 
■of the. cost.- 

Given, the wealth of modern 
multinational commerce, GLizman 
expebts the • offers - to Improve. 
Right now; he says, he Wants only 
1 enough 1 money to /finish the job 
■Slone -.* t- and maybe have some 
■ cash In- hand to, establish an Ay- 
i.riiari newspaper in- Bolivia. ,'. 


Andrew Mutter la a f reels tide 
Correspondent based in Rome.' 


By Mary Kay Maglstad 

Compass News Features 

LONDON — Bob Geldof has 
been high on gift lists this 
Christmas. In towns throu- 
ghout Britain, thousands 
have been buying copies of 
his best-selling, autobiogra- 
phy 'Is That it? and snapping 
up hls new rock album and 
video tape. It's two years 
since Geldofs famine relief 
brainchild ‘Do They Know It's 
Christmas?" soared to top 
spot in the charts. The re- 
cord sparked a combustion 
of public generosity towards 
Africa's starving, and 
pfopelled Geldofs status 
from fading pop star to 
scruffy-faced saint. 

This Christmas, though, 
Geldof has bowed out of full- 
time famine diplomacy in 
favour of relaunching hls mu- 
sical career. Last May, when 
more than 20 million people 
around the world ran with 
him and Sport Aid, he urged 
them to “change the world" 
— but added they'd have to 
do It without him. 

He said he was suffering 
from "compassion fat- 
tigue" after raising more 
than $100 million through 
hls Band Aid and Live Aid 
projects, that he was going 
back to his music, and that 
Band Aid would wind down 
by 1 December. To para- 
phrase American novelist 
Mark Twain, 'rumours of 
Band Aid's death have been 
greatly exaggerated.' 1 
December has come and 
gone, and Band Aid still is 
going strong — with $30 
million left to spend. Despite 
the plans to wind down. It 
will continue for at least 
another three years, moni- 
toring and evaluating the 
African development project- 
b it has funded. 

As the 1 December dead- 
line approached, said direc- 
tor Penny Jenden, Geldof 
and the organization's trus- 
tees — a wide-ranging group 
of development and aid ex- 
perts — realized that date 
was little more than wishful 
thinking. "No-one wants to 
create another aid bureau- 
cracy," Jenden said In an 
Interview. Bob's said that 
from the first. "But Band Aid 
has become so Important as 
both a symbol and as an ef- 
fective source of relief and 
development funding that It 
would be wrong to close it 
down prematurely. "Bob has 
come round to realizing this, 
as have all of us." 

Irishman Geldof, who 
received an honorary knight- 
hood from Queen Elizabeth II 
for hls charity work, is per- 
ceived by the public as "Mr 
Band Aid," but ne has "never 
been really Involved in day- 
to-day running the shop and 
administering funds," Jen- 
deh said. "He’s a musician 
who's also a Band Aid trus- 
tee," she sakL "He comes to 
monthly meetings and 
checks In periodically — but 
he’* getting on with hie own 
career." ... . . 

For almost, a year, Jenden 
-has been responsible for 
overseeing Band Aid's $110 
million-plus budget. An an- 
thropologist, she left a 
.half -written';, thesis on silk 
production Iri India two years 
ago tp join her husband, Ke- 
Vip, as a Band Aid volunteer, 
Eventually ahetook over her 
husband’s role when he re- 
turned to hls profession, ar- 
chitecture. • Although Jen- 
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Bob Geldof 

den said she would like to 
finish her thesis "before It 
becomes a historical retro- 
spective Instead of current 
analysis," she Is relieved at 
the decision to keep Band Aid 
rolling for another thres 
years. 

"You could say we hava 
half shut our doors," she 
said. "We're no longer ac- 
tively Involved In planning 
and carrying out fund-raising 
events, although we wel- 
come money people want to 
send to us from their own 
events for Africa.” Money 
continues to flood in. The 
Sport Aid event so far has 
raised more than $40 mill- 
ion, and funds are being 
boosted by a 1987 diary 
filled with photographs ol 
Africa, a book called 'Poets , 
of Africa 1 , and the album 'Ut- 
teriy, Utterly Merry Christ- ; 
mas' by the group Comic Re- 
lief. 

Band Aid periodically has ! 
come under fire by critics for 
not spending money fast ; 
enough. Jenden dismisses 
such criticism, saying that , 
Band Aid spent the relief por- : 
tion of its funds "quickly and . 
efficiently." Relief funds ac- 
count for only 40 per cent of 
Band Aid’s mandate. The ; 
other 60 per cent is ear- 
marked for development 
projects, to help rebuild 
Africa self-reliance to 
prevent future famine catas- 
trophes. 

To ensure the money goes 
most effectively towards this 
goal, Band Aid trustees hays . 
carefully studied most of the , 
700 projects submitted to 
them for fundB — and to ■ 
date have approved money 
for 100. Projects which haw ' 
the best chance of recelvirfjj i 
funds are those that would I 
use the money to develop s g 
self-perpetuating project, re- ¥■ 
ther than for one-Qff fr 
With Jenden In the lead, eva- 
luation of projects JriPludeB i 
looking at whether: the typ* 
of aid proposed is the moat.. ; 
appropriate for Individual cir-. /- 
cumstances. 

One of Band Aid's blgfldst' 
advantages Is It hps -MgJ-. 
able to move In where blflsg. 
international agendas mlflnv 
fear to go because of polity • 
'cal sensitivities. One •MJJJ? #.• 
pie le Its funding of the IrtJJJ. { 

aid charity Concefn, which 

has been working in the con? . 
troverslal Ethiopian TP®®*' ;■ 

. tlement areas, - 

.Mary Kay Maglstad Is aTre^;|. | 
lance journalist who has' been h|;.' 
actively involved with Band Ala 
projects.. . ■ I *■'- * 
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Greater Amman council meetin g: 

Mayor highlights comprehensive plans 


Amman Mayor At Rawabdeh 


AMMAN (Star) — The Amman Mu- 
nicipality, just like the ma- 
jority of local municipal 
and village councils in Jor- 
dan, has to grapple with the prob- 
lem of lack of adequate finance, 
necessary for executing public 
services. Consequently aTl efforts 
should be geared towards a 
tighter control of expenditure in 


order to improve productivity. 

This statement formed the 
theme of Amman Mayor's Abdul 
Ra'ouf At Rawabdeh’s speech last 
Saturday at the first meeting of 
the Greater Ammann Council. 

Addressing the 51 -member 
council, Mr Rawabdeh said that i! 
was not feasible to increase muni- 


cipal taxes and fees and as a re- 
sult, the sums collected are conti- 
nually whittling away while the 
municipality’s burdens and re- 
sponsibilities continue to expand. 

Touching on future plans, the 
mayor revealed that the council 
has contracted an international 
consultative firm to help draw up □ 
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Pakistan International Airlines 




FOR RENT 

Fully furnished 3 bedroom apartment 
Beautiful location, 

behind the Holiday Inn hotel 

Excellent condition. New furniture, nicely decorated, 2 liv- 
ing rooms, dining area, fully equipped kitchen, 2 bath- 
rooms. Central heating and a private telephone. 

PLEASE CALL 818661 


You arc welcome to avail Pakistani hospitality on board PIA’s 
direct flight from Amman every Wednesday at 24:00 to Karachi 
with convenient connections to Bombay-Colombo-Bangkok- 
Pektng- Tokyo and all domestic cities same day from Karachi. 

General Sales Agents: 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL FOR 

TRAVEL AND TOURISM i , 

KING HUSSEIN ST. IQ| 

Tel: 625981 - 655156 1 W ii 

— . Amman - Jordan Ulm 
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CINEMA 


OPERA 


AL ABDALY TRADING CfNTERTlL 675573 


▼ ▼ — — — ▼ w 

Presentsa unique experience in the world of cinema, 
Afilm|which cost S 17 mOlion and which achieved 
the highest revenues throughout the world. 

The Great World Film 

[GHLANDER 


Starring'.Sean Connery - Christopher Lambert 










.yVh^vls,/he targeted foh destruction 
A flint" not tb.be mLss^d ,, 


comprehensive plan for Ihe dev*' 1 
lopment of the Greater Amman 
gion from now until Ihe year 200s] 

The scheme which is expects 
to be completed in six month's' 
time, is being prepared under a ! 
technical committee chaired hj 
Ihe mayor and operating under ftl 
guidance of Prime Minister Z & 
Rifai. j 

As a form of advice to the gev 
erai public, the mayor stated tfr 
it was the right of every cUhma. 
the Greater Amman centre to ob- 
tain services from the nearest me- 
nicipal centre to his home. Thui 
the public should desist Iwl 
referring complaints about re- 
quests directly to the Amman hM 
nicipality. This could help consfci' 
erably to facilitate and allevhb 
the burdens of the municipality 
Amman. 

Mr Rawabdeh added that ft' 
municipality is to distribute aw 
supervise, services to all region 1 
of the Greater Amman through its 
various committees. Later on, ft 
council elected Mr Ismail Armoutjl 
as deputy mayor of Amman, 
expressed his appreciation for fti 
trust and confidence entrusted k ; 
him and pledged to serve to ft 
best of his ability. 

As part of the deliberation, ft 
council elected the heads art 
members of 11 committees whin: . 
are to be in charge of arganlzafto, 
cities, villages, buildings, pur-: 
chases, public works, develop 
ment, planning, finance, appropft; 
tion etc. The council also look* 
decision to enter into a contra#. ' 
with the Jordan Eeiectric Ptw# 
Company (JEPCO) to collect feet; 
for garbage collection along w», 
electricity bills for a period of «ij- 
year on experimental basis. j 

The 51 -member council ft 
Greater Amman, formed In ft! 
past week, Includes present. an,, 
former senior government oft; 
cials, heads of municipalities, A 
ages, notables and prlvale citizen; 
in the Greater Amman. The heart; ; 
of the municipalities which ham • 
now been Incorporated in there; , 
counoll opposed the format)# 
of ' the joint body with Ihe excw 
that a unified council would ft 
plete their municipalities' revenft 
lower the quality of public servlw ; 
and prolong the time for carnW; 
out protects. . \ 

The public has so far reacted , 
positively lo the new council. « 
has been hailed by a number 0 1 
nolablea and prominent business 
personalities In Amman 
stated that the council's wtyk 
now decentralized could be <#' ; 
tied 'out promptly thereby avokMi. 
unnecessary bureaucratic delays. ; 
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INTERNATIONAL PHARMACY 

ORTHODOX CLUB STR.-ARnm im { ^ ) 

; AMMAN- JORDAN - 

TEL ' 821470 p -0. BOX 8238-AMMAN TLX 23851 MNIHAD JO 

t0 a , n 'o° al aj J d International pharmaceutical Companies. Also to 

SS, wfth datura Companlea. aUCompanlesdeal- 

to^e^rv h nroHuSi d £J!S? f ? i od and m,,k and articles for the baby, 

P5 3t ‘ 8ur 9 0r y food and requites, diet food, medical belts and stook- 

des denffv’ a r? a rt(c|es 1 Insecticides and pesticides, faift artl- 
• Steal ernhoton Smh !f i°t «5 n 5i . SLi^fllaa* and optic and lab. Instruments ;and che- 

Coiflj&rtesuSa^nfl^wIt^ seivice, mln'etal waters, and to 

vi 5 1 * d t : representatives 6f these: Companies and agents Will be hlahly appre- 
• ^ 0,1 the Ka &any 

•' # ' ‘ : ‘ ( . •/" .administration of . 

•77.:*;, •, . • v AftDO.Uftl - international pharmacy * 
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Gome ond Enjoya Drink 
In the Host Maxing 
Atmosphere In Town 

THE OA 5 I 5 SUNKEN 
LOUNGE 

The Happy Hour Is Dally 
From 500 to 700 P.M. 
Order \four favourite Drink 
and the Next One Is on us. 


EVERY NIGHT ONE PRIZE 
WEEKEND STAY AT 
ft Snw. 


ft ■\^0?u8ay S)aj\. Amman 
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LOCAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


King, Queen on European tour 

• Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor began a 
European tour this week which took them to France and 
will include Italy and the Vatican. In Paris King Hussein held 
official talks with French President Francois Mltterand, 
Prime Minister Jacque Chirac and other French officials. 
The King said at an official banquet given In tile honour 
that Jordan's position on the Middle East problem remains 
unchanged and reiterated the Kingdom's call for an Inter- 
national conference for peace In the region to be attended 
by all parties concerned and sponsored by the United 
Nations. 

The King also called for an effective role to be played by 
the European Community (EC) In rallying support for this 
plan. King Hussein also made statements to the Monte Ca- 
rlo Radio saying that America's credibility has reached 
Its lowest ebb and that the recent visit by special envoy Ri- 
chard Murphy brought no new ideas. 

On Thursday, the King, Queen and the official accompa- 
nying delegation will fly to Rome for a three-day state visit. 
During his stay, the King will hold official talks with the Pre- 
sident and Prime Minister of Italy. Later, the King will meet 
with Hia Holiness Pope John Paul II In the Vatican. The King 
la joined by His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah, Prime Min- 
ister Zatd Rlfal, Commander-ln -Chief Gen. Zald Bln 
Shaker, Chief of the Royal Court Marwan AI Qasem, Foreign 
Minister Taher AI Masrl, and Jordanian personalities repre- 
senting economic and media fields. 

Regent visits UN offices 

• His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
last Tuesday visited the United Nations offices In Amman 
accompanied by the Minister of Planning Mr Taher Kanaan 
and the Minister of Occupied Territories Affairs Mr Marwan 
Dudin and other senior government officials. 

He Wes received by the UN system's resident co-ordln- 
ator and (UNDP) resident representative Mr Sar Fraz Khan 
Malik. Prince Hassan mat the principal staff, members of 
the UNDP and other UN organizations and was briefed on 
their activities in the Kingdom. 

Medical mission for Sudan 

• His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan last Sunday 
said that Jordan would conduct an aeseaement of work and 
activities carried out by Its medical missions In Sudan at 
the end of the present winter season, prior to embarking on 
new projects for the drought, stricken country. 

Prince Hessen said that the medical missions have of- 
fered treatment to about 700 Sudanese people dally and 
have carried out no leas than 150 surgfeal operations on 
monthly basis since the start of the missions' operations. 

AMPCO sighs produce contact 

• The Agricultural Marketing and Processing Company of 
Jordan (AMPCO) haa signed contracts to exploit Jordanian 
agricultural produce to Bahrain and the company will be 
supplying Bahraini markets with fruit and vegetables from 
Jdrdan during the next three years, according to AMPCO 
Director General Ghazl Abu Hassan. 


BRITISH EMBASSY 
ANNUAL NOTICE TO ALL BRITISH 
NATIONALS 
LIVING IN JORDAN 

??? Have you' registered with the British- Embassy??? If 
, you are a British citizen and live In Jordan please contact 
the British Embassy, Consular Section, in order to obtain. 

. a registration form. 

If -you' have been registered for a year or more and have 
. not confirmed your- continuing presence In Jordan, please 
do sb . by contacting the. Consular Section as , soon as 
• possible. Please also notify the Consular Section about 
'any changes of address and/or telephone number; Such 
confirmation Is. In . the Interest of all British nationals In. 
; Jordan.; 

, It names are' riot re-registered within three months the 
.fcmbassywlllbe obliged to consider that those 'concerned 
have left the - oountry. Jhe names will accordingly be del- 
. eted frbm the reglater! ‘ . 

/ if. you! are a citizen of a Commonwealth country which 
not; hfive ah’Embaasy or Consulate In Jordan please 
ask, the 1 British. Embassy, Consular. Section, about regis- 
tration; formalities. - • ' "■ V ■ 

\ 'THo brltlsh Embassy. Is located on Third /Circle In Jabai 
\ ■Affitoari ; The telephone number Is 641261-8: and the Post 

' ' . j]. .. 

Th e. ,CJoh a ular Section is open from Sunday MhW 
Thursday 0830 1 330 hours. . : 7 7 , r . / 


Arab Thought Forum symposium 


Arab countries urged to 
offset deficits 


AMMAN (Star) — "The Arab 
World Is approaching the brink of 
an International commercial war. 
Their Indebtedness is Increasing. 
These dangers can only be side- 
stepped If a formula for joint Arab 
action and Integration is found". 
This dismal statements formed the 
core of a speech delivered by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan the Regent at the opening 
of a two-day Beminar organized by 
the Arab Thought Forum (ATF) in 
Amman. 

The cardinal aim of the seminar 
(s to discuss the Arab World's 
foreign debts and the methods of 
finding alternative solutions to the 
Issue while at the same time de- 
vising ways of protecting Arab In- 
vestment and reducing the flight 
of Arab capital. 

Prince Hassan, in his speech, 
stressed the importance of finding 
ways to help the region's coun- 
tries avoid the ‘shadow of indebt- 
edness' through 'Arab-Arab for- 
mulae' and by being 'able to steer 
the Arab economy with a com- 
prehensive view point.' 

"Let us all work towards creat- 
ing mechanisms and develop brid- 
ges that could enable us to pass 
through such a critical situation. 
We should plan for ourselveB be- 
fore someone else plans lor us," 
Prince Hassan told the partici- 
pants at the Amman Plaza Hotel. 
Official estimates have put the 
Arab World's total Indebtedness to 
foreign countries at between 
$100-$ 160 billion. 

Developing nations. Prince 

Hassan lamented have borrowed 
extensively and are now at a st- 
age of shock or 'anti-climax' after 
building high hopes on a prosper- 
ous future 'during a period in 
which their volume of Indebted- 
ness was growing and enlarging.' 
At the moment, the majority of 
developing countries have 

reached a point where they are 
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Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent 

unable to service their foreign bor- 
rowings. This is either bb a result 
of a decline in the volume of ex- 
ports or deficit In their balance of 
payments. 

Prince Hassan described the 
ethics of a conduct between the 
lending countries vls-a-vla their 
debtors needs for more loans as 
‘the catch 22' crisis. "Such a si- 
tuation has to be solved from Its 
roots elnce the spill over effect 
cannot possibly be dealt with In 
the present International economic 
climate." 

Referring to the Arab World, and 
bearing In mind that the borrow- 
ings and debts of each country 
vary from another, It was proper 
that oil rich countries which of- 
fered financial help In earlier 
stages Increase their financial 
asalatance to the indebtors. 
Prince Hassan called for the resu- 
scitation of an idea of set up an 
Arab financial market to develop 
such a venture which could In turn 
provide for the establishment of 
joint-credit organizations to work 
In accordance with sped lie legi- 
slations. He also proposed the es- 
tablishment of a special fund to 
function under the umbrella of, Ihe 
Arab financial fund or Ihe Arab 
fund for socio-economic develop- 


Jordanian-ltalian 
relations are close 


By Frida Mdanat 
Special to The Star 

"THE DESTINY of peace In Eu- 
rope Is strongly linked with peace 
In this area," said Mr Luigi Ama- 
duzzl, Italian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan who left for Italy on Tuesday 
prior to His Majesty King Huss- 
ein's arrival there. He added that 
Italy, has constantly supported the 
courageous Initiatives promoted 
by King Hussein towards a peace 
settlement and has always been Ih 
favour of an International' peace 
conference. 

Italy, he added, also promoted 
the building up of European con- 
eenau$ and will continue to olfer 
Its contribution to a peaceful solu- 
tion of the Arab-jsraeJI conflict. 
The Ambassador said that King 
Hussein's visit to Italy Is a ; man- 
ifestation of the friendly and close 
relations that have always existed 
between Ihe two countrles'on the 
social and economic leva). 

Within the programme o! the vl- 
. ’ell, King Hussein will have meet- 
ings with the ' Italian President; 
Prime Minister and other pro- 
minent politicians, party leaders 
and . members of. the press. On 
•Kind Hussein’s Visit to the Vatican ■ 
with the amt»adadpr..8ald‘that. the , 
, nieetlrig wlth the. popb will be a . 
meeting .'between ,twp: :men/ of 
peace who share M heart common 
de8tlrty of the people In the area. 
.The ; Pope has always shown 'his 
condern pver the- pftyatloh In the. 
Middle. East and has - always, ex- 


pressed his appreciation for the 
King Hussein's efforts for a dur- 
able and Just peace. 


ment to "help support the deve- 
loping countries who ere facing 
financial problems." 

Together with the other partici- 
pants, Prince Hassan urged the 
Arab countries to depend on the 
principle of borrowing to finance 
development projects rather than 
to secure loans fo cover the defi- 
cits In their balance of payments. 
Dr Khalil AI Salem, a former Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan governor, ex- 
pressed the hope that optimistic 
scenario could be charted to 
achieve pan -Arab economic inte- 
gration. 

During the conference's first 
working session, papers on 
'means of protecting Arab invest- 
ments’ and 'the flight of Arab capi- 
tal' were submitted by Mr Talal 
Abu Ghazallah, and Dr Michel 
Marto respectively. 

The symposium ended last 
Monday, with a message to all 
Arab nations to exert leverage on 
the World Bank and the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) In 
order to obtain better terms for 
Arab borrowers and debtor states. 

According to official figures, the 
total amount of Arab Indebtedness 
Is estimated at $ 154.5 billion 
Egypt occupies the top position of 
Arab debtor countries with current 
debts of $42.5 billion followed by 
Algeria with $16.3 billion end Mo- 
rocco with $16,960 billion. 

Some of the participants noted 
that previous numerous resolu- 
tions adopted by the respective 
Arab economic summits and con- 
ferences failed to bear fruits be- 
cause of unsound political consid- 
eration. 

On the reasons lor maintaining 
a limited Investment In the Arab 
region. Dr Adbullatlf AI Hammad, 
Chairman of the Arab Fund for 
Socio-Economic Development 
agreed that the main obstacle Ilea 
in ’creating mechanisms which 
help investment.' As an example, 
he referred to the Arab Investment 
of $10 billion in the Sudan during 
previous years and said that the 
return on this Investment was ‘a 
round zero'. 

.Reasons given by the majority 
of participants for Arab capital In- 
vestment In foreign countries were 
fluctuating exchange rates, politi- 
cal and economic instability and 
regional recession. 



Fresh Italian Pasta 
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National Arbor Day: 


Preserving Jordan’s wealth in trees 
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Stories by Wafa Amr 

Special to The Star 

JORDAN iS classified among the 
dry and semi-dry areas of the 
world, thus It is considered as re- 
latively poor In forestry, as the 
country's environmental condi- 
tions do not permit the increase of 
forests. Forest areas form less 
than one per cent of Jordan's total 
area and it spreads mostly along 
the mountainous strip, stretching 
from the north to the south. Its 
density increases northward due 
to variations in climatic conditions. 

Natural forest areas are up to 
304,000 dunums. The Forest and 
Soil Conservation Department has 
planted an area of 322,000 du- 
nums with trees, in addition, there 
are 54,000 dunums owned and 
natural forest. Basically, the plan- 
tation consists of oak and aleppo 
pine trees in the north. 

Tree planting is vital in Jordan 
where the danger of soil erosion 
and creeping desertification is 
ever present. The Ministry of Agri- 
culture has implemented various 
policies alined at protecting for- 
ests and increasing the area 
planted with trees through its vari- 
ous tree-planting projects throu- 
ghout the Kingdom. Tree planting 
is a vital element in soit conserva- 
tion work. It helps In slowing the 
force of rainfall by reducing the 
speed of Ihe movement of surface 
water, giving the soil the 
chance to absorb it. thereby re- 
ducing the chances of flooding 
and erosion. Trees reduce the 
danger of creeping desertification 
in addition to its positive effects 
on the environment as it increases 
rainfall, reduces pollution, purifies 
the air as well as reducing the ef- 
fects, of strong winds. They also 
provide healthy and social benefits 
and are utilized for the production 
of wood items. - 

In Jordan, there are 12 plant- 
nurseries with a production capac- 
ity Of nine million plants of which . 
4.6; million are planted In the gov-'.: 
ernmental forest land, while the 
rest Is given out freely to be 
planted , by, citizens, private and 
public. Institutions. 

• Trees Such aleppo pine, : ac- 


cassia conifers which are suitable 
for the climatic conditions of Jor- 
dan are grown. Jordan has more 
than 50 types of trees and recent 
experiments are being made on 
planting new types, in 
1987, it Is expected that about 
25,000 Prosopls juliflora trees 
would be planted. Other types are 
also imported. 

Increased amounts of the ac- 
cassia have been planted In addi- 
tion to the cinchona which Is 
characterized by its strong resis- 
tance to dryness. New types of 
trees are being planted in various 
areas of the country in order to In- 
crease the forestry wealth of Jor- 
dan. 

The Forest and Soil Conserva- 
tion Department of the Ministry of 
Agriculture alms mainly at soil 
conservation and protection of 
forests once they have been es- 
tablished. It works at planting vast 
barren areas with artificial trees 
and providing preparations, dig- 
ging and maintenance services to 
different parts of the country. 
These services, limited in the 
1940s, were later on extended 
and expanded despite the difficult 
conditions that had to be faced in 
this field. The Department foresaw 
the vitality and advantages of for- 
estry and its great effectB on soil 
conservation, erosion, protection 
of dams which help develop the 
economic and tourism sectors. 

Since the 1970's, the Depart- 
ment has taken over the responsi- 
bility of 'greening Jordan' and 
increase Its activities of decorat- 
ing the country side by planting by 
the side-roads. The achievements 
of the department so far In this 
area are: 
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Their Majesties have been at the forefront of all Arbor Days 


Plants: 


CARING FOR trees is an Indica- 
tion of moving in the right direction 
towards more wealth and food and 
an Indication of a better and more 
fruitful life. 

Trees are the fruits of a 
farmer's work. They have many 
significant advantages for they 
decrease the effects of erosion, 
floods and rough winds and also 
stop the removal of the top soil. 
They help to organize water re- 
sources, produces pure oxygen, 
and reduces environmental pollu- 
tion, Furthermore trees provide 
people with fruits, wood, coal as 
well as materials used In medical 
preparations, dyes etc. 

— 1,305,988 dunums is the area 
of the land planted with trees in 
Jordan. 

— Natural forestation covers, 
304,117 dunums. 

— The area of owned forested 
area is 54,335 dunums. 

— The value of wood in natural 
and artificial forests are estimated 
at JD 32 million and the expected 
annual increase In the value of 
this wood Is JD 1.5 million. 

— Imports of wood and related 
products for 1986 have hit JD 18 
million mark. 

Artificial forestation processes 
started in 1946 with an area of 
500 dunums per year. The Minis- 
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try of Agriculture planted 28.503 
dunums in 1985. It also planted 13 
km worth of trees by the streets 
sides in addition to 14,654 du- 
nums of land with seeds and pas- 
ture plants. This cost JD 613,558. 
More than 250 daily employees 
and 1000 workers work In agricul- 
ture and protection of forests. The 
Ministry of Agriculture has 12 
plant nurseries which produce for- 
est and pasture plantations in ad- 
dition to some decorative plants. 
Its production is expected to reach 
seven million different plants. The 
Ministry of Agriculture gives out 
three million plants free of charge 
annually to citizens. It also sends 
huge amounts of plants as 
presents to neighbouring Arab 
countries. 

According to the 1985 statistics, 
there are 554.291 dunums of pro- 
ductive trees in the Kingdom. The 
area of the land that was reformed 
and planted with productive trees 
as part of the high lands develop- 
ment project executed by the Min- 
istry of Agriculture, is 300,000 du- 
nums. Most of this land is planted 
with grape and olive trees. 

The Ministry has 10 plant — 
nurseries for the production of 
productive tree plants. These are 
expected to produce 800.000 
plants this season to be sold to 
people at reduced prices, particu- 


larly those which are of benefit to 
the highlands project. 

Jordan has 60 licensed private 
plant nurseries which produced 
about 600,000 productive plants 
in 1986. The gross exports of 
fruits and citruses in 1985 was 
around 124,500 tonnes, while 
gross imports were 61,000 ton- 
nes’ out of which 37.000 tonnes 
were made up of apples and 4,000 
tonnes were pears. 

The Ministry of Agriculture re- 
commends the following trees in 
these areas: 

Amman area: Olive trees, grapes, 
almonds, peach, plums, piBtachios. 
Balqa area: Olive, grapes, al- 
monds, peach, plums, apricot, fig, 
pistachios. 

Hummar and Fhels: apple, cher- 
ries. 

In areas which are similar to the 
Ghor e.g. Wadi Shua'ib: Avoccado, 
plants filled with milk. 

Irbld area: Olive, grapes, almond, 
plums, peach, apricot, pistachios, 
fig, pomegranates. 

Kerak area: Olive, grapes, al- 
monds, peach, plums. 

Shoubak area: apples, pears, 
quince, cherries, peach, plums, 
grapes, pistachios. 

Jordan Valley: citrus fruits, ba- 
nana. grapes, mango, avoccado. 


Years 


Road side 

planting 

achievements 


1972-1976 481 km 

1977-1981. 238 km 

1962-1985 362 km 

1985-1900 ' 2000 km ' 

(During the years of the next 5 
year plan) 


An area of land with an annual 
rate of rainfall of less than 200 
mm is known as a pasture; and 
this area forms approximately » 
about 91 per cent of Jordan's total 
area, that Is 86 million dunums. W 
Natural pastures, are divided into 
dry pastures, six million dunums, 
desert pastures (75 million du- 
nums} and mountainous pastures 
(450 million dunums). Natural pas- 
tures are in very bad shape due to 
early and arbitrary grazing, which 
involves taking numbers of sheep 
and grazing them on small areas 
which .still are developing plants 
and grass. 


More pastures are deteriorating 
because small trees and pasture: 
plants are utilized aS fuel for cook- 
ing in addition to ploughing the 
land, for cultivating seeds. This 
leads to the destruction of the soil 
surface and exposing It to 
eroalori by wind and rbln. 



P N JTHE occasion of cels* 
, gratmg Jordan's national Ar- 
borDay, the Minister of Agrl- 
: culture Mr Marwen Hunioud 
has •staled that the Klnb- 
dom b annual celebrations ih 
whlchpitizensof 
, J participate 


economic value 


J* f* arts can have access to free 

plants from 'the nurseries 


ship between .the citizen and. 

; the tree by saving millions. of: 

.. seedlings . and putting tfoenv 
at; hip ' disposal.. He : com- 
mented that despite the fact 
that:, a '/large . number/ .of. -.1 


of ? n renkS, \ / seedlings wlW/aWayand 
the . die, the ministry, views the cl- 
. enne n ate* .{ tliens.’ .participation In plants ’ 
fivervbodtffl ■■ un r? a. .• 


iff 


a F, a , mP or ' pyel .phenomena, which con- ’ 
• fh'2!^ trlbuttis-Ip the creating of an 
I ■ iPkrAti 1 0rt *?A: element . increaBing popuiar eatls scr 



Development of. natural pas- 
tures and grazing afeas is based 
'on their protection^ improvement 
and. the ability to management arid' 
/utilize 1 them .so. as to: maintain the 
■,b£|lance between p|snt .and animal 
(Production,, Although there are 
aome/f ihanglal and social obsta- 
cles, the . Ministry' of Agriculture, 

: represented by the. Forest and Soli 
Conservation Department/ has es- 
tablished 13 protected pastures 
. With an area 0 f '146.Q00 dunums 
; In. addition to Ira and: Yarka graz- 
ing areas (200.000 dunums); Bout- 
tom.. arse which is made up 61:10 

- thousand / dunums; ' 'is • 1 being 
presently fenced for protection 

VpUrposes.'.-; : ' •/ . ' 

. /Hazards that:' threaten: 

; y \ / '• •; forests y 

tire leads To 'the Toss ancS-des- 
" lection, of .foreBts thus, leading to . 

- soli erosion. loss; of water end bn-/ 
ylronmen ql destruction; ' /'/ •.?> • 
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The department has 300 em- 
ployees-s trained Especially for fire 


> stations for 

■ vjh SiS 1 arv * ^refaction. 1 

,, maintenance of /sophisticated radio 

-A- 'v-? « f ... , 


check ;Soll erosion and/;}V>.R 

services to notify outbreaks;^ 
fires and, to co.-ordlnqte fire flsj*- 
ting k Further/ regular forest patrols /. 
have been increased. . '* 

in addition to .the hazards of f(j/ t 
there ;; are the! .dangers . of Ilfe0*-,- 
cutting of trees for the purpose JJ ; 
acquiring. wdod/ and thedans er ’; 
of arbitrary grazing which reduces 
rthe areas planted With trees ' • 


Forest as a 
community 

By Adnan J. Hijazin 
Special to The Star 


TREES HAVE certain characterist- 
ics which give them a dominant 
position In the plant world, They 
could exist for years and are cap- 
.-able of attaining a considerable 
height so that their crowns, with 
masses of leaves, are carried high 
above the other types of vegeta- 
tion. Meanwhile, their deep root 
-systems enable them to make use 
/.of supplies of water at a consider- 
able depth In the soil and -render 
them independent of temperature 
fluctuations In the supply of mois- 
ture In the surface layers. 

The dominance of trees In the 
plant world is however only fully 
asserted when a sufficient number 
of them are growing side, by side. 
-They tend to cover a considerable 
area large enough to ensure that 
the conditions within it are gov- 
erned by the trees themselves and 
. ; ,not by their surroundings. 


Al-Samra 
project 

THE AL-Samra station for natural 
water purification .and , the Samra . 
forest was Inaugurated on 1 Janu- 
ary -:10$7; by Mr Abd Al Wahab Al 
Majall. At the ceremony, Dr Saker 
Ai Salem stated that the projects' 

. area Is aVound 2000 dunums and 
it -Is expected that it would render 
■sefyices to 800,000 people Iri Am-, 
man, , garka; RuSetfa; Qwelsmeh, 
Marj el-Harriam/Wadl Seer; Swel- 
f lyehj Tla' All, Khalda, Um Sum- 
mag, .Jubelha, ' parte of- Swelleh r : 
Unlveirglty of Jordap and/the areas 
surrounding ; „the • ArnrhEn-Zarka 
atreaih., /:. . 

, ' The ; project! which dost JD- 1 7 
million,. Is aimed. at raising tfie geh- 
veral health standards and putting 
stop, to/ water pollution. The- 
; -proieqf; further’ InVofvejsl: "'greening' 
the de^ert vthrough. fhe .Trtilt ahd 
; decoratlv.d ' trees;' Abdufr -600,000 
r trees 1 ,and ■. plants 1 have . -already 
been planted and 3' mlHI6n within 
' : the .next two years are; expected . 


Preserving the 
history of a city 


By All Al Qudah 

Special to The Star 

THE CINCHONA tree in Aj- 
foun which enjoys more at- 
tention day after day, will 
certainly remain as one of 
the beet attractions to all vi- 
sitors. To the inhabitants of 
the city, the tree constitutes 
a source of qptlmiem, hope, 
and inspiration. Under Its 
branches, the citizens often 
meet to relax. 




Nlntey-year old Mr Said 
Muhly Al Deen Allaham, who 
planted this aging giant cin- 
chona comments: "This tree 
will continue to flourish bb 
long as it Is looked after and 
protected. Its roots will sink 
deeper Into the ground, and 
Its branches and leaves will 
continue to soar high: Into- 
the sky." " : 

Mr Laham recalls: "In 
1920, Mr Molt'd Al Humoud 
the governor of the area vi- 
sited my father In his grove 
in AJIoun/ He asked my father 
to plant a. tree Ih- the centre 
of the City to serve as a 
memorial for Mr Humoud, My 
father liked the Idea and 
asked me to pluck a cln- 

to be planted. 

Stretching water lines of 39 km 
for water transportation/ from E|n 
Ghazal to Amman and Samra sta- 
tion le.aleo part of the project. Fur- 
thermore the ' water- puri- 
fication : system Is to be es- 
tablished along ■ with la- 
boratory: 1 services.. ■" Benefits 
accruing from th6' project are the 
posalbliTty • ■> of ' replanting '.the. 
AmmarV-Zarka; stream 1 sides; :flsh 
and water bird breeding, support- 
ing Industries 'that • are - situated 
along the stream.' There would bo 
a saving and reduction of - Indus- 
trial costs In water.; purification 
proceae increase In animal wesllh, 
checking the creeping deSert end 
planting fruit trees arid afforesta- 
tion. *' ,v " • 



The young ones are not left out 
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chona seedling and plant It 
wherever Mr Humoud chose. 

1 wee 30 years old at the 
time when I planted the tree 
Hear a water well In front of 
the city's old government pa- 
lace which contained all offi- 
cial departments." 

As regards the size of the 
tree, Mr Laham says: "When 
I planted the tree, its dleme- 
tre didn't exceed 30 cen- 
timetres. Now It Is more than 
three and a half metres arid 
more than SO metres tall. 
However, Mr Laham adds, 
the tough weather condi- 
tions, especially the enow, 
has destroyed some parts of 
the tree. Everyone In the city 
looks at this glorious and 
pompous tree with awe and 
respect and none has ever 
attempted to "offend" it, 
simply because, It became 
...an integral part of the city. 

Although the '.city has 
grown and. the . streets 
needed expansion, yet,-, the 
tree was always avoided and 
never touched. It now stands 
with pride In the heart of the 
. city and forma something 
. like an Island • amid 1 the 
crowded streets. 


' The 7,000 dunum Samra Forest 
Project has been cultivated with 
25,000 dire plants' and ! 1,000 ap- 
ple trees. Other types . of trees 
would be planted for the provision 
of wood. . '■!;/ ■ •!••/- 


THE FIRST Arbor. Day cele* 
bration took! place In Jordan. 
In 1939 under the patronage, 
of; His M8jesty‘K)ng Abdul ah 
bln Al-Huesetn ln the Kala ah 
mountain. Slnce-'thenj itne 
Forest and; Soli Conservation 
Department; of the ■ Ministry 
of* Agriculture has increased 
.Its efforts . throughout the 
Kingdom to; achleve^affores- 
tetlon . if ijffourtfj : 323,000 

dunumfr’ 
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The numlJer ot bush fires hdve dropped conaiderably 
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View from 
the US 

By Dana Adams Schmidt 

Star Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON LIVED through 
Christmas and the New Year 
under the pall of a grey gloom 
caused by the question: Who au- 
thorized shipment of arms to Iren, 
and more Important, who autho- 
rized diversion of part of the 
proceeds to the "Contras’’, the 
antf-coinmunist guerrillas of Nica- 
ragua? 

The etlects may weaken the 
Reagan administration both inter- 
nationally nnd at home. President 
Reagan personally may never re- 
cover the influence he had, his 
personal charm notwithstanding. 

But all this is transitory. The 
Reagan Administration has only 
two more years of life. Then there 
will be another election, and per- 
haps another policy in the Middle 
East and Central America. 

Meanwhile something of poss- 
ibly more lasting and far-reaching 
importance is taking shape in the 
Soviet Union. Russians of the 
Kremlin leadership are. according 
to the best US intelligence, en- 
gaged in bitter debate — perhaps 
quarrel would be more accurate 
— over the question: "Should we 


get out of Afghanistan, and cut our 
losses?" or "Should we stick it 
out, at whatever price, convinced 
that 'socialism always wins, con- 
vinced that Afghanistan will con- 
form to the wishes of the Soviet 
Union in the end"? 

The issue has arisen since the 
advent of Gorbachev as the coun- 
try's leading political figure in 
1985. Gorbachev, It is now known, 
regards the Afghanistan affair as 
profitless and bloody. He knows 
that the Russian people have been 
all-too-well Informed about the 
war by the 36,000 casualties that 
have been shipped home in seven 
years. Hitherto news about the 
war was sparse and dry, but Gor- 
bachev has permitted television to 
move in and so has allowed the 
human element Including the suf- 
fering to be conveyed. 

A senior political official, Yev- 
geny Primakoff, has said in an 
Interview that the Soviet Union 
does plan to withdraw its troops 
even if efforts to find a political 
solution should fail. He maintained 
that, all the fighting notwithstand- 
ing, the Soviet Union went into 
Afghanistan only to support a 
communist regime and that all it 
really wants Is an Afghanistan that 
is independent, non-aligned, and 
neutral. 

Gorbachev is a pragmatist, and 
these are undoubtedly his views. 

Those in opposition are In- 
fluenced by Ihe military who can- 
not conceive that they could really 
be frustrated by this small, primi- 
tive country. They have gone on 
making long term plans on the 
ground in Afghanistan, viz., an ex- 
pensive 14 kilometre by-pass near 
Kandhar, the purpose of which 
was to avoid some narrow moun- 
tain passes ideal for guerrilla am- 
bushes. 

Unfortunately for the military 
there are a lot of practical ar- 


Chances for Lebanese- 
Syrian summit increase 

By Mounlr B. Abboud 

Star Lebanon Correspondent 


BEIRUT — A fresh bid for conven- 
ing a summit meeting between Le- 
banon's President Amin Gemayel 
and his Syrian counterpart Hafez 
Assad has stolen the limelight this 
week after such a bid was dis- 
closed by the Lebanese president 
recently. 

Gemayel said Lebanon was on 
the doorstep of restoring normal 
relations with Syria and "between 
the Lebanese and Syrian pre- 
sidents on solid and frank bases." 
Gemayel and Assad have not had 
any contact for almost 12 months. 
Gemayel's links with Damascus 
were broken off on 15 January in 
1986 when he refused to endorse 
a Syrian-brokered peace pact that 
basically called for introducing po- 
litical reforms to give Muslims an 
equal share of power with Chris- 
tians and establishing "distinctive 
relations" with Syria. The pact, 
know n as ihe tripartite agreement, 
was signed by Elfe Hobelka, 
ousted leader of the Lebanese 
Forces Christian militia, Nablh 
Berrl, head of the Shiite Amal mili- 
tia, and Walld Jumblait, chieftain of 
the mainly Druze Progressive So- 
cialist Party. 

Gemayel said that both Lebanon 
and Syria had paid dearly as a re- 
sult or the tripartite agreement. "I 
can say thal the initiatives under- 
taken now may achieve progress 
that could lead to n real under- 
standing gn the relations between 
• our two countries;’ he said, ad- 
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Amin Gemayel 

ding that "being our neighbour, we 
have to establish the best rela- 
tions with Syria." 

Hani Salam. personal envoy of 
President Gemayel, who held 
lengthy talks with the Syrian pre- 
sident in Damascus recently, con- 
veyed a "positive atmosphere" 
from the Syrian capital saying the 
outcome of his contacts ware en- 
couraging although there are still 
points that need to be studied and 
sorted put. 

Beirut media said the next round 
of dialogue between Beirut and 
Damascus has been postponed 
until early this year and until Da- 
mascus finds a solution to the so 
called “camps war", between 
Amal and Palestinian fighters In 
Beirut and south Lebanon. 




guments against military persis- 
tence. Since the Western peers, 
notably the United Slates, began 
providing the Afghan guerrillas 
with serious weapons their military 
effectiveness has increased. Ac- 
cording to a State Department 
source during the last month the 
Russians have been losing one 
aircraft per day to the Stingers 
provided by the United States. 

Military traditionalists like to re- 
call campaigns conducted In other 
decades against the tribal peoples 
of central Asia. They were ail sub- 
jugated in the end. They had now- 
here to turn. But not so the Muslim 
Afghans. They are getting help not 
only from the USA but also from 
China, and Saudi Arabia, and pri- 
vately from Britain and other Eu- 
ropean countries. They have 
money and weapons and above all 
world-wide human support. Well 
over one third of the people of Af- 
ghanistan may be refugaes 
In Pakistan and Iran. But they are 
not helpless. 

There are talks going on 
through the United Nations. The 
Saudis are actively interested in a 
settlement. So are the Pakistanis 
whose territory is Infringed by the 
Influx of refugees. Any one of 
these channels could work. All 
that is really required is willing- 
ness from the Russians to with- 
draw. 

Some, needless to sny, think 
about the great United States fia- 
sco In Vietnam. While the United 
States was not seeking the kind of 
political solutions that the Russ- 
ians seek it was nevertheless 
frustrated militarily. And others 
may remember Egypt's great fail- 
ure In Yemen in the early 1960’s. 
The Egyptians, like the Russians 
today, were Ignorant of the tradi- 
tions of the people they fought, of 
their history of valour and military 
persistence. 


Cabinet Muslim ministers led by 
Premier Rashid Karami decided to 
boycott the president last January 
by refusing to attend Cabinet 
sessions. The Christian ministers, 
backing Gemayel. called for the 
resignation of the Cabinet and the 
appointment of a new one blaming 
Karami and his followers for the 
country's political deadlock and 
economic crisis. Karami welcomed 
present efforts aimed at reconcil- 
ing Gemayel and Assad, and a 
Christian senior source was 
quoted as saying that discussion 
designed to revive dialogue be- 
tween the two presidents are now 
focused on reaching a political 
agreement that would be conse- 
crated at new Lebanese-Syrian 
summit. 

The aource saw "several pos- 
itive signs" in the ongoing media- 
tion saying the political and secur- 
ity conditions are conducive to 
holding the proposed summit. It 
may be recalled the United Arab 
Emirates Businessman Mahdi Al 
Tajer and Algerian officials are 
among the intermediaries seeking 
to restore channels of communi- 
cations between Assad and Ge- 
mayel. 

Not everyone, however, believes 
that a 12tn summit between the 
two presidents will result in much 
that is new or different. Former 
Lebanese President Suleiman 
FranJIa said the likelihood of a new 
summit was less than one per 
cent. Even if it did take place Its 
outcome would depend on the 
sincerity of President Gemayel, 
and that, Franfla said, leaves much 
to be desired. 

Meanwhile Dr Salim Hoss, Edu- 
cation Minister and former Premier 
has expressed cautious optimism 
about a political solution to the 
12-year old Lebanese crisis. 


Week 

By Dr Nabii El-Sharif 





An alternative Arab future 

STUDYING THE future is no longer or exercise in futility, or a 
task that is left up to fortune tailors who make-believe that they 
see it In a crystal ball. Futurology is rapidly becoming a science 
with clearly defined rules and guidelines. But we are still lagging 
behind in this Held in the Arab world, and there is a tragic ten- 
dency to push an interest in the future aside, and even to inter- 
pret any endeavour to analyze it as a sign of Interfering with the 
established order that we humans have no role in shaping. 

For that reason, I was Indeed more than happy to read about 
the seminar that brought about fifty Arab intellectuals to exa- 
mine the outlook for the Arab future in Cairo. Held under the 
auspices of the United Nations Third World Forum. The Alterna- 
tive Arab Future seminar suggested several important steps to 
effect a change in the present Arab order, and to prevent Its 
likelihood of continuing in the same path of backwardness and 
poverty that plague the Arab system nowadays. 

Published In Arabic, the Economic Supplement of the Egyptian 
dally 'Al-Ahram', the report of that seminar is divided into two 
main parts. First, there is a general discussion about the present 
Arab situation and the problems that undermine it, then in Ihe 
second part, there is an analysis of the potential of the Arab 
world, and a description of an ideal alternative Arab future 

The report makes it clear at the outset that the Arab nation is 
one and, that Its destiny is bound together in spite of all at- 
tempts by foreign powers to destroy this geo-political unil Into 
fragments. The Arab nation shares one civilization nnd ono com- 
mon histoVy, and the Arab people have never lost their identity 
as Arabs. Neither the Ottoman rule nor European imperialism 
have succeeded In wiping out the Arab identity. 

As for the strategic assets of the Arab world, the report points 
out that the Arab world is the fourth largest geographical unit In 
the world. But two thirds of the Arab land is desert. There are. 
furthermore, two obstacles that stand in the way of achieving an 
agricultural revolution In the Arab world: scarcity of water and 
the limited size of arable land. 

With the exception of Saudi Arabia, agriculture has rapidly de- 
teriorated in the Arab world, a factor that could be responsible 
for an upcoming food crisis In the Arab world, if nothing is done 
to remedy the situation. 

Al9o, the oil boom which has now come to an end in the Arab 
world has been responsible for many of the throats that face the 
Arab order in the years to come. The construction fuver, the 
report goes on to say, has not only frozen many of I ho assets In 
the now vacant concrete structures in many parts of the Arab 
world, but has also destroyed millions of acres of amble lund. 

The construction fever has also created another negative 
side-effect in Ihe working habits ol the Arab people. Depen- 
dence on foreign labour is responsible lor thu Arab peoplo'o lack 
of desire to depend on their own manpower in tho development 
of their societies In various fields. 

The economic dependence of the Arab world is another throat 
that should be tackled. The report explains thal the Arab world's 
economic and commercial exchange with multi-national corpora- 
tion is way up now compared with just (wunly years ago. Eco- 
nomic and commercial exchange with other Arab countries Is 
down, which has resulted in an overall Arab dependence In the 
import of vital commodities like wheat where 15 per cent of the 
world-wide wheat crop is imported by the Arab world 

The last part of the report offers two scenarios of the Arab 
future. One scenario is based on the alarming assumption that 
things are going to continue in this unfortunate path resulting >p 
dangerous and catastrophic developments for the whole Arab 
nation. 

According to this unpleasant scenario, the overall population 
of the Arab world is going to be 700 million in the year 2020- 
Unemployment is going to reach unprecedented and explosive 
limits by then, where only 350 million Individuals will find jobs ot 
any kind. 

The environment in the Arab world, according to this scenario, 
is also going to pay a heavy price, where desertification Is go 
to threaten the remaining arable land, and excess salt Is going 
to endanger the sources of fresh water, and where pollution is 
going to be a formidable foe for the Arab people and their land- 

The scenario goes on to suggest that Arab economies will ^ 
even more dependent on foreign powers, and the utilization o 
western advanced technologies is going to be even more of a 
threat, and where inter-rivalry and internal divisions are going 10 
get wider and more serious. 

Had this been the only scenario suggested by the seminar the 
’Alternative Arab Future’, the prospects would have indeed bee 
disappointingly bleak, but the seminar suggested another brigi 
alternative for the Arab future, an alternative that deserves * 30“ 
cated efforts on behalf of all parties concerned to see to n m 
this promising prospect is achieved. The hallmarks of this bail 
scenario are simple: dependence on our own resources a 
manpower, and democracy inslead of authoritarianism. 
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Namibians hit back at Tratoiria propaganda’ 
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By Dennis Chaplin 

and Stephanie Willand 

Compass Mews Feulurcs 

NORWICH, England An in- 
dependent Namibia will stand 
firmly on ils own feet nnd will not 
need the support of South Africn, 
according to a team of young Na- 
mibians who have been touring 
Britain to counter what they term 
"hostile propaganda from Preto- 
ria." The official South African 
view of Namibia, the former Ger- 
man colony of South West Africa, 
is that the country is "one-fifth 
unproductive desert and three- 
fifths rugged terrain handicapped 
by droughts, floods . and erratic 
water supplies." 

Consequently. Ihe South African 
government says, it could not sur- 
vive without Pretoria's economic 
support and independence would 
be "superficial." Aided in the West 
by South Africa Foundation of- 
fices, Pretoria's propagandists say 
much of Namibia's food already 
comes from South Africa. They 
claim that Namibia faces popula- 
tion growth - of 30-40 per cent a 
decade, and consequently always 
will be reliant on South Africa for 
food stocks and drinking water. 

Counter-arguments have been 
put at public meetings throughout 
Britain by three members of the 
South West Africa People' s Orga- 
nization (SWAPO), which has beerf 
fighting for Namibia’s- indepen- 
dence since the United Nations 
declared in 1960 that South Afri- 
ca's mandate over the territory. 


authorized by tho League of 
Nations in I92t). must end. 

The tour woo organized by 
Vfiinu Sliivutc. a 26-year-old Na- 
mibian attending the development 
studies school at the University of 
Ensl Anglia here. Ho brought to 
Britain SWAPO political wing 
spokesmen David Shipale and 
Charles Ohileya. and together they 
have been putting over the Nami- 
bia messago ut public seminars 
□nd in meetings with anti-aparthe- 
id groups and Third World centre 
officials throughout Britain. 

Shivutja said in an interview that 
although vast areas of Namibia 
are barren, the remaining fifth, an 
area the srze of France." is highly 
productive. ' "Feeding ourselves 
should be no problem,” he said. 
"We have a population of only two 
million, compared with 55 million in 
France. "In terms of irrigation, the 
Kumene and Kavango rivers pro- 
vide great potential for crop grow- 
ing, with only minimal investment 
needed.” The northern region, with 
good rainfall, is suitable for mixed 
farming, he said, while the central 
highlands are ideal for both cattle 
and crops. 

Shivute claimed South Africa 
has been "deliberately squoshing ' 
investment in Namibian-based 
food production in .order to retain 
control over the country's self- 
sufficiency potential. "They want 
to perpetuate the myth that we 
could not survive on our own after 
independence." he said. Ho said 
Namibians could easily feed them- 
selves from small plots of land In 
rural areas, but food schemes 



Namibia — Pretoria not likely to grant self-rule 


have been hampered by Pretoria's 
"obstructionism and lack of en- 
couragement, together with crush- 
ing any proper marketing infras- 
tructure controlled by Namibians 
themselves. 

During the tour of Brilain. Shi- 
pale and Chileya said South Africa 
has long tried to disguize Nami- 
bia's potential as a beef-exporting 
country. 


During the 19 Ci 0 s, they claimed, 
South Africa decided beef produc- 
tion figures for the two countries 
should be combined, “thereby ob- 
scuring the veiy substantial size 
of Namibian beef production." 
They also said South Africa effec- 
tively controlled the Namibian 
sheep (arming and fishing indus- 
tries. Namibia's vast mineral 
wealth — including diamonds, 
copper, tin. lead, gold, cobalt nnd 


recently-discovered gas fields ■— 
is a ricli source ol income for 
South Africa, they said. "Pretoria 
is unlikely to want to let this go. 

The SWAPO team criticized the 
Euiopean Community's stance on 
sanctions against South Africa, ar- 
guing that Europe tins let Namibia 
down by applying only limited 
men sines against Pretoria. 'The 
Namibia n exemption from Eu- 
ropean sanctions actually pro- 
vides South Africa with a loophole 
for importing and exporting 
through the territory.' Shivute 
said. Sanctions imposed by the 
United States have more potential, 
he said, because they also apply 
to Namibia. 

Ttie Namibians urged greater 
worldwide support for the so- 
called Front-line states, which are 
largely dependent on routes throu- 
gh South Africa for movement of 
their exports If alternatives to the 
South African routes can be 
found, they said. Western coun- 
tries must be ready and willing to 
buy more goods from the Front- 
line countries. These could include 
coffee from Tanzania, finished 
consumer goods from Zambia, and 
tobacco, tea and sugar from Mal- 
awi. 


Dr Dennis R- Chaplin, a writer 
on international affairs, Is asso- 
ciated with the University of 
East Anglia, England and: Ste- 
phanie Willand is a current af- 
fairs researcher. 




By Lindsay Mackoon 

Compass News Features 

PORT OF SPAIN. Trinidad — De- 
bate is sweeping the Caribbean 
over calls to revive a regional poli- 
tical union which has been defunct 
since the British-conceived West 
Indies Federation collapsed nearly 
25 years ago. Leading the cam- 
paign for the federation is the pre- 
sident of the Caribbean Develop- 
ment Bank, William Demas, who 
presented the case in favour in an 
address to the Trinidad campus of 
the University of the West Indies' 
Institute of International Rela- 
tions. 

Revival of a federation, he said, 
would consolidate a sense of 
West Indian identity and increase 
the region's geopolitical strength. 
"The essential cose for a union of 
the West Indies transcends eco- 
nomic considerations." Demas 
said, "We should be absolutely 
dear about this. We cannot shilly- 
shally any longer." 

Caribbean leaders supporting 
federation include: 

— Newly-elected Prime Minister 
Ray Robinson of Trinidad and To- 
bago. 

— Prime Minister James Mitchell 
of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 
— President Desmond Hoyte of 
Guyana. 

— Deputy Prime Minister Lester 
Bird of Antigua. 

Barbados Prime Minister Errol 
Barrow is reportedly cool toward 
the Idea, while Sir Lynden Plndling, 
.. Prime Minister of the Bahamas, 
aays he does not hold out much 
hope for such an arrangement "at 
present." Jamaican Prime Minister 
Edward Seaga wants no part in 
any new effort toward federation, 
"we are beating a dead horse, 
he said. *’l am not a believer in the 
political Integration movement. It 
is an -echo of the past," he 9ald, 
referring to the failed federation of 
1958-62, " and we will not live tp 
see it happen again.” 

Pindllng said, "It is difficult now 
to get a consensus on resolving 
economic matters. Economic inte- 
gration and ultimately political in- 
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Caribbean federation, a 
long and hard road 


tegration are further off than many 
politicians will admit. It is not im- 
mediately probable." 

The Bahamas was not a mem- 
ber of the original West Indies 
Federation but always has had 
close political and economic ties 
with its southern neighbours. Mit- 
chell said he considered political 
union "absolutely necessary." 
while Bird said, "Let us get toge- 
ther. stop being mere villages and 
become one big nation capable of 
representing the Caribbean in 
world forums. When we lump 
together our territories no one will 
be able to consider us mere 
specks on the map." 

Dominican Prime Minister Euge- 
nia Charles, dubbed the "Iron Lady 
of the Caribbean" because of he 
role she played in quelling the 
Grenada disturbances three years 
ago feels the commitment of tne 
masses holds the key to any u- 
ture union of the English-speaking 
Caribbean. But she. too. rules out 
any immediate resuscitation of a 
federation. She said, "Before we 
can look to the unity of the future, 
we must look at the past and de- 
cide the causes of failure in our 
earlier attempt." 

The main driving force for a new 
federation Is Demas, formerly 
secretary-general of the Guyana- 
headquartered 'Caribbean Com- 
munity and ' Common Market 
(CARICOM), established In 1973 
to co-ordinate the economic poli- 
cies of 12 of the Caribbean states. 
In his university address, he urged 
a regrouping of the original mem- 
bers of the federation — Antigua, 
Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, 
‘Montserrat. St Kitts. Nevis and 
Anguilla, St Lucia. St Vincent and 
Trinidad and Tobago — with the 
addition of Guyana in a new union. 
"Either we want a new West In- 
dies state or we do not,’ he said. 
"As time goes on. each individual 
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The Caribbean: Leaders debate a new call for federation 


country becomes locked Into 
national and even chauvinistic 
feeling and orientation." 

The deadline for a new federa- 
tion. he said, should be 1995. Ac- 
cording to Demas, the advantages 
would include a single common 
administration, unified capital and 
money markets, unified foreign ex- 
change control, and what he 
termed "uniform protection 
against third countries." Other 
features of the union, he sug- 
gested. would be a single foreign 
policy and "single external thrust. 

He warned, however, there 
would be outside opposition to a 
new federation.- "There are exter- 
nal forces hoping to preserve in 
various ways Caribbean wea- 


knesses nnd the present fragmen- 
tation. We must take courage, 
however, by remembering that 
nothing worthwhile is easy." 

Robinson, a landslide election 
victor In Trinidad last month as his 
National Alliance for Reconstruc- 
tion coalition turned the People’s 
National Movement out of power 
for the first time in 30 years, 
backed the federation call, but 
said "a great deal of study is re- 
quired." "Debate on political union 
should proceed at several levels. 
Involving public, private and 
academic bodies, and this should 
be done without any preconceived 
notions as the ultimate form any 
political union would take," he said 
in an interview before the 15 
December poll. 


Robinson's Alliance won 33 out 
of 36 seats in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and incumbent Prime 
Minister George Ch Limbers was 
one of the many PNM candidates 
unseated. The Caribbean. Robin- 
son said, should learn from its 
past experience and from that of 
other countries. "There is a great 
deal of experience in the world of 
attempts to unite desperate com- 
munities. particularly island com- 
munities. "Out of this we should 
arrive at structures which are pe- 
culiarly suited to the circum- 
stances of the Caribbean, and the 
needs of the individual territories.” 

Dr Anthony Bryan, Director ot 
the University of West Indies In- 
stitute ol international Relations, 
said the past 28 years have 
taught the Caribbean "very valu- 
able lessons" about the chances 
for survival as separate units or as 
an integrated region. He urged 
that the federal idea not be aban- 
doned. "We have learned that as 
small separate states we are vul- 
nerable at most levels, and as 
such, we are considered potential 
risks to the well-being of more 
power f ul slates in our environ- 
ment.'' he said. 

Caribbean integration into the 
next decade, Bryan said, prob- 
ably will be an arrangement insti- 
tuted in the region by and for the 
people” not a model copied from 
outside. He said Caribbean peo- 
ples already have increased their 
Interaction, both publicly and pri- 
vately, with many regional institu- 
tions "beginning to stand the test 
of time. "Above all, we now have a 
clear perspective of what Institu- 
tions like Caricom can and cannot 
achieve, especially in Ihe short 
run.” 

To abandon the idea of Carib- 
bean regionalism, he said, is to opt 
for alternatives "which render us 
more insecure in terms of national 
defence, long-term economic sur- 
vival. cultural Identity and the 
preservation of Individual rights." 


Lfndsay Mackoon Is a freelance 
journalist based in Port of Spain 
who writes on Caribbean iss- 
ues. 
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European role 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein has summarized the current factors which have 
paralyzed all attempts to find a just and comprehensive peace to the Middle 
East problems in his speech this week at a dinner banquet in Paris and in his 
remarks to the Monte Carlo radio station. Between a deceptive stalemate and a 
probable escalation of tension, the Arab-lsraeli conflict has no chance of being 
solved without an international campaign — which involves the two superpow- 
ers — to bring the two sides to the negotiating table. 


The King expressed what the Arab nation feels today, concerning the role the 
United States had claimed to play, when he said that US credibility in the region 
has dwindled to zero. And as expected, the visit by Assistant Secretary of St- 
ate and special envoy. Mr Richard Murphy failed because it provided no new 
elements to the current deadlock. In short, all possible pressure on Israel to 
bring It to the negotiating table in an international conference is lost due to 
America's unwillingness to accept and endorse the Idea of an international con- 
ference. 


On the other hand, the King also outlined the two most dangerous elements 
which stand before the path of peace in the Middle East. These are Israel and 
Iran. The first in its refusal to discuss Palestinian and Arab rights, and the sec- 
ond, because of Its crusade against Iraq in the six -year-old Gulf war. But even 
though one perceives this pessimistic and gloomy picture, the King has called 
again on the European Community to play its positive role In bringing about a 
just peace to the region. In addition, the King pointed out to the economic and 
social setbacks which the countries of the region have suffered due to the 
absence of peace in the region. Again the King called on France and the 
European Community to participate in the economic reformation of the region 
and In the Jordanian Five-Year Plan in particular. 


From its side, France has made It clear that it understands the problems of 
the region and that it endorses without reservation the International conference 
for peace in the area. Coming from such an Important member of the European 
group and a permanent member of the UN Security Council, we believe that the 
plan has a chance of success. 


Mullahs’ insanity 


THE WAR between Iraq and Iran flared up this week as a new Iranian offensive 
on the southern part of Iraq,, took place only few days after the last one was 
defeated. News reports speak of heavy casualties on both sides of thB Shat Al 
Arab waterway, while civilian deaths and injuries have been reported from both 
sides as a result of rocket attacks and air raids on civilian centres. On the eve 
of, the , opening of the Islamic summit in Kuwait leter this month, Iran [s looking 
fdr ways to derajl the summit and embarrass its host; Kuwait. 


?he latest battles with their high casualty figures and minimum strategic 
gains- for Iran only goes to prove Tehran's gradual sinking in a quagmire of 
insanity and hatred. Now It appears that the Iranian leaders have deserted all 
rpeans for a peaceful end to* this conflict and resorted to frenzy policies which 
achieve -little,, but only wipe out hundreds of thousands of Its own men In the 
mprshes pf southern Iraq. We have all faith In the ability of the Iraqi army to 
.dissipate and expel the Iranian Intrusion, but we also look with great concern at 
thp loas of any sane political assessment on the pact of the Iranian leaders 
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Demolition of buildings 


To the editor: 


ON SEVERAL occasions, both formal and Informal. Mr Abdul Rauf Rawabdeh. ft 
Mayor of Amman, declared and asserted his unwavering intention to issue writs oik 
molition or partial demolition on all buildings erected in violation of current munlce. 
plans and designs for the reconstruction of modern Amman. In this connection, maji- 
respectfully draw his attention to the following vital points. 


1. Violations are of two types: | 

(a) Violations committed intentionally or negligently while the building is under constwi. 
tlon. This demands Immediate demolition of the part in violation of the plan. !, 
lb} Violations committed 38 years ago. at a time when the Kingdom lacked a stringed' 
plan for the capital Amman and at a time when the Municipality lacked competent, 
cient, and well qualified engineers. 


2. Violations are of two classes: 

(a) Major violations wherein the perpetrator had Infringed and t respas aed upon privalea 
public property. This entails the demolition of port or of the whole of the building wilhk 
consideration for the surrounding circumstances. 

(b) Minor violations wherein the perpetrator had enclosed n veranda to use It as * 
additional room or even as a kitchen. In such cases, the rules of common sense an( 
equity should prevail. Let us not forget that rules of law are rules of common sense. 

The rights of innocent tenants for value and without notice should bo preserved ali 
times. For who is to blame for a violation committed 38 years ago? The landlord, ii» 
tenant, or the municipality? To go around demolishing buildings for the sole and Blmpu 
reason that the owners committed a violation 38 years ago is both Illogical and un# 
cal. Innocent families will be turned out Into the streets to have tho sky as Iholr roolai* 
the pavement as their abode. The why all this fuss? All the major, deop-rooted and ton 
— established capitals of the world suffer from such blights. 

No matter what the circumstances are, the rights of bona fldo lonants should be 
protected and preserved. This fundamental topic requires urgnnl clarification by of 
mass media. 


George N. $aH 

Amnt# 


Unemployment: any solution? 


To the Editor: 


Letter from 
the trench 


MY BELOVED: 

I pray to God that this letter will find Its 
way in to your hands. You have become so 
far away that I began to doubt If your world 
atlll exists. I have been living on the battle- 
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I By Osama El-Shertf 



field for so many months that my contact 
with your world Is fading away. Fragments 
of my previous life survive In my heart and 
mind, but It Ib difficult to protect memories 
from encroaching realities. Sitting In this fil- 
thy trench, 1 know that death Is the only 
reality. I know not the name of my fellows, 
but their numbers. What is the use of 
names In a war? Some men I knew for 
few hours before death swallowed them. 
What remained of them were the frightened 
looks on their burnt faces and the echoes of 
their shrieks and moanB. 


I feel no pain. The skin on my hands has 
stiffened to a degree that neither cold nor 
heat penetrates them. I sometimes wonder 
If deep inside this ugly layer of skin a real 
human being lives. But will I find out when I 
feel no pain, no joy and what I know about 
myself trickles away like water In a 
stream? My number is AB 23857890; rank: 
lieutenant; third division; Infantry. I have for- 


gotten my first day here and those who 
came wltn me have all gone since. New 
comers seldom talk about themselves. They 
peer Into obscurity and drown In their sor- 
row. 


you know that the eyes of dead soldiers re- 
main open, probably hoping that the body 
they belong to Is still alive. Death In these 
trenches Is the only real thing — so real 
that one becomes so close to it and less 
frightened of its visits. 

In early mornings when I eat my break- 
fast. I stand up to see what the other side 
looks like. But I see no other side. For all the 
way to the horizon, I see nothing but debris 
of collapsing houses, burnt marshes and 
plies of dead men and metal. Smoke climbs 
up to the sky like a lost spirit. I sometimes 
see a man from the other side also standing 
up to peer at us. I wave to him and he 
waves back. Moments of peace prevail; a 
man trying to touch another man. God. how 
I want to walk to him, ask him about his 
town his people, he must have a family, 
may be he writes letters to hls beloved just 
like me. Who knows. I might kill him or he if 
we were to meet later when hell breaks 
loose. 


stars far above me. I even think that one of 
them watches over me. 


My machine gun lies silent on the mud in 
the deep trench. Through It I survive 
another day. But l rarely see my enemy. I 
only know that It exists because I see its 
shells falling over us. Funny how I became 
accustomed to the sound of shells. You 
see, they have a unique cry that changes Its 
tone as It approaches. I now know If the 
coming shell will hit or miss from its sound. 
Some of the men knew they were about to 
be blown to pieces from the scream the 
shells made. A peculiar smell spreads when 
a shell hits a human group; bad smell at 
first, but then, it fills your whole body with 
odd sensation like smoking the first cigar- 
ette of the morning. 


You know something? I forgot what we 
are fighting for. All what matters now is to 
live another day. I am not frightened of 
death, but I want to live a little bit longer. If I 
die and we win the war, I hope someone will 
f&member us: Our names, not numbers, our 
looks not ranks, our real Jobs not what we 
did In the army. I always wanted to be a far- 
mer but now I know that land Is not only 
for farming, It Is also for dying on. Many 
times, I have burled my hands in the warm 
Band of the battlefield. It Is so warm and 
tranquil, but It also trembleB and moans 
when a man falls or a shell hits its’ womb. 
Earth Is an unknown soldier too in this war. 


Yesterday I killed a man. He died as I 
emptied dozens of bullets In hls body and 
he fell without a quiver. I lost count of the 
men I had killed, but I remember very clearly 
my first kill. His frail body covered In a 
yellow uniform; a clean one. He had a short 
bsard as dark as night, hls eyes shone in 
the dark like an animal. As soon aB he came 
within range, a strong search light bathed 
him. I did not hesitate, but the split seconds 
I had lo watch him remained with me until 
today. II was after many hours that I real- 
ized I had killed a man. a living being. Now I 
don’t bother much for details. My job Ib to 
kill without showing mercy. 

My rifle is my trusted companion. Through 
It I survive another day. Now 1 ask myself If I 
want to survive another day. The war end- 
ing one day frightens ms for what will I do 
when 1 am released. Do I dare come to you 
and sleep by your side? Do I have the cour- 
age to look Into your eyes and act as It 
these long months did not even exist? 1 ask 
for no help. This Is my destiny. I am not a 
noble man, but a peasant just like thousands 
others down hers. If we die or live, no one 
cares. You see we have no value nor op- 
tions. 



Republic of 
Senegal 


CROUCHED LOW, but jutting out Into 
the sea like a lion stalking Its prey Is 
the westernmost country In Africa, 
the Senegal. With Its capital at Dakar, 
(the only true urban complex and one 
of the great seaports and Industrial 
centres In West Africa) the country 
has no state religion. However, It re- 
mains one of the most lalamlzed 
nations In West Africa with 80 per 
cent of the population adhering to 
the two sects of Islam: Shi' He 
and Sunni. 


I have got used to seeing dead men. 
Sometimes I forget that they were men at 
all. Amputated limbs, guts all over, blood 
dripping from fragments of metal. The only 
thing human about them Is their eyes. Did 


In my spare time when they take us lo ihe 
back lines to rest and heal, I fee! a longing 
to return to my trench. It has become my 
only home during these long months. It is 
thers that I search for my lost humanity. 
Every stone, puddle of mud and box of am- 
munition seem to Identify with me and with 
those who arrive to live or die. So many 
nights l spent In this trench gazing at the 


I used to know a lot before coming here: 
About love and work. I used to read a lot 
and waste hours In the cinema or at the 
banks of the river sipping Juice and smoking 
cigarettes. Now I only know about death. I 
know it so well that I think little of living. You 
see, I am already a dead man inside. My 
first life with you has expired long time ago. 
Now I live among the dead and die among 
the living. Something worries me, though. 
Something that haunts me at ntght while i 
count the stars or as I go Into a hsil of fire 
and shrapnel. What am I fighting for? I have 
no cause, no face, no feelings. The dead 
have departed while they too searched for a 
cause. For them death was the cause. 


The one remarkable personality 
who has contributed In giving the 
country an International Image Is 
ex-PresIdent Leopold Senghor (head 
oi state from 1980-1980). As a ma- 
gazine put It, " among the French- 
speaking African states, Senegal Is 
regarded as closest to France, politi- 
cally, militarily and culturally. 
Franco-Senegalese links are partly at- 


tributed to the personality of Leopold 
Senghor and hls remarkable success 
In reconciling French values and insti- 
tutions with hie own concept of Ne- 
gritude which in hls terms, Is a 
search for African Identity.' 


Ne Win’s Burma lags far behind 


By Pam Belluck 

Compass News Features 


Hull 
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A GREAT number of jobless fnen in Jordan are now uncomfortably sandwiched between 
the onslaught of foreign workers and numerous Jordanian women workers. This W'' 


RANGOON. Burma — Relax, chuckle when 
your taxi, a 1963 Studebaker, pants, rattles, 
and dies for the third time in the four- 
■• kilometre drive from airport to hotel as the 
driver strains to shift gears, .without the a d 
•of a clutch. Nod meaningfully when a man in 
a black vinyl greaser Jacket, rubber sandals 
and a sarong approaches in the town 
square and In painstakingly enunciated 
English, asks, “Would you like to eat a quail 
egg?" bo not. bat art eyelid when, having 
ascended the time-Bteps of one of the 
country's most ancient Buddhist pagodas, 


■■I 
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A popular guide book on Burma glibly in-, 
forms tourists that, on departure, they can 
buy these items in Rangoon's duty-free 
shops, "quits possibly the exact some whi- 
sky and cigarettes you brought In with you. ' 
Government officials tolerate, and some 
even participate In, Burma's two-lane eco- 
nomy, largely because "without it, there 
would be far more hardships than there are 
at present," according to a European diplo- 
mat. "The black makrket Is a safety valve. 


The ex-president, who is both a 
writer and politician, has numerous 
degrees and prizes to hls name: Dag 
Hammarakjold Prize 1985; Peaf® 
Prize of Germany Book Trade; Halle 
Selassie African Research Prize. 
Among hls numerous publications 
are 'Chants d'ombres (poems), Hos- 
tles nolres,' 'Ethioplquea.' 

Since Its independence In I960, 
Senegal has played many a signifi- 
cant role In Intra-African affairs. The 
most notable waa In 1981 when It 
signed an agreement with Gambia for 
a confederation of the two countries 
under the name of Senegambia. 
Under this agreement, both nations 
retained their Indvldual sovereignty, 
but adopted joint defence and monet- 
ary policies. The positive aspect of 
such a co-operation was poignantly 
manifested In 1982 when Senegalese 


troops helped quel rebel attempt to 
overthrow . the Gambian administra- 
tion of Mr David Jawara. 


BANGLADESH 
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iiib unsiaugru or lorgigq worKare ana numerous Jordanian women workers. This 
further aggravated ■ the explosive unemployment Situation. The unfortunate aspecl 
that, most of. the unemployed are university, college or vocational school graduates- ; 

, -Despite the headlines and the numerous announcements of findino a panacea, une^-; 
ployment has- continued tb affect many able young men. . . ■?> 

- . Now, what exactly fs the solution? : 


the solemn silence is pierced by a tinny re- 
cording of The Beatles’ song 1 Wanna Hold 
Your Hand’ — In Burmese. Calmly weather 
Ing ■ the curiosities of Burma and under- 
standing them are two different things, .. 

Visitors at first may .think they have bean 
catapulted back In time about 30 years. The 
streets are full of 1950s Chevrolets and , 
World War .11 vintage Jeeps that kimber past 
19th century British houses. The Strand 
Hotel, how just a faded but, stately shadow 
of its long-ago reputation as Asia s best, 
still serves $3 lobsters and $4 steak. Later, 
other things may seem Just plain odd. Elec- 
tricity^ when .there is any, flows out of sock- 
ets of .230 volts — the rest of the world 
uSes ejther 200. or 1 10. i 


RANGOON] 


Th0 J? re ™ st an< * answer would be to release ail working women from 

respective jobs and. also to dismiss most of the foreign workers. Their places could tMJ . , . 

hfi Tfikfln nu rtiir i momnlnv/Q^ u ...... . ... * -i- «ruiln fit * w 


r BBMBonve joos ana. aiso iq dismiss most of the foreign workers. Their places couia ^ : ■ 
be taken by. our unemployed men. In this way. many opportunities for work could W : ; v 
made available lo most males now roaming the streets with nothing worthwhile to#-.: ... 
:-cppy them. . . . . . , . : l, ’ *■ i - - 

. ;Lopking at thtf whole situation .from another, perspective, the Kingdom s women ^ \r -y 
■ iob ' S: Nursing and teaching. 'Talking contemporarily, « 

• n! ’ Thfi- J K rda ,r ian 1 w u ofT ? en Hqve replaced their male counterparts in pla c *y;/ = 

fhTlsiamlc tenets 8 ua 0n ’ 1 believe is both unfair to the male population and WP ? i; .-: 

h? ^^tly mentioned in the Qur'an, Surah paragraph 

; n?al9S " What more ' Bn9lb,a pr00f 13 nsede ' $ 


' Burmese' currency Is denominated In 75 
kyat , bills; a phenomenon ' which dauaeB 


most ByrtnanBi to count out payments |n 


In thqir determination to 
he GjulfiWar have been 
■of'theGulfstetes. Arid 

S I k£>. 


multibus of four, since 300 kyats le more 
readuy calculated than,; say. 226 kyats. A 


is k small: country with very limited resouj^J^ 
y therefor a lt : capnotcateraS- far.;.as employment Is concerned, for all sections o* F 

. • • ' • ■ A..M.P* w. 


US diplomat; after almost >° ur ye f/® 
Burma,! likened it all to. "the black box heory 
.of neutral fynictloni Ypu can see what goeB 
inland you ;know what comes out, but wnat 
.happens tb.j!lt- along the 'way, certainly no 
foreigners and,, 1. think, : very few Burmans, 

understand/-', ’ • 


• Nearly 4d'.years after- It shook off more 
than a century of - British colonial rule, and 
24 years after, the socialist government, or 
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General Ne Win seized control, the unique 
formula designed, to keep Burma culturally 
pure and politically indpendent. Is sraining 
precariously to survive in an Asia which is 
rapidly becoming Westernized and econom- 
ically developed, in practice, the Burmese 
road to socialism" appears to be blocked. 

The official economy, with Its overvalued I 
kvat has proved so inadequate that most 
Burmans use ; the black market. _buy'n0 
everything from ballpoint pens to X-ray Him 
to routine medical chek-ups. Most con- 
sumer goods are not available in tn® 9 °y- 
ernment , shops and staples, like r'ce. are 
usually of poor quality. Selling on thj black 
market Is considered essential, for most 
Burmans, about 40 per cent of whom are 
Unemployed. 

Gasoline sells officially at vl^eenla per 
gallon; unofficially at,60 cepts; ao.QiV^sef- 
vants sell their monthly 5as rations Illegally 
to supplement a salary of about 210 kyats a 
month ($30 at the official rate, $7 on the. 
Sack market), immediately after landing at. 
Rangoon's airport, a visitor J Pi un 9 e ? 
, hailstorm of requests to sell hls duty-tree 
ctaarstteSr whisky; even the plastic bag he s 
: carrying them In, usually at six or seven 
times the purchase prigs. • 


But the safety valve continues to punc- 
ture hole alter hole In Burma's notoriously 
porous borders with Thailand, India, Laos, 
and China. Radios, cameras, batteries and 
Jeans are smuggled In to keep pace with the 
demands of black market traders and cus- 
tomers: . Rice, teak, gems, and especially, 
narcotics anre smuggled ; out of Burma, 
which together ■ with Thailand and Laos 
forms the "Golden Triangle," one of the 
world's most active drug production and 
smuggling areas. 


Observers say there Is. little hope that the 
government will be able to curb its Illicit 
Internal and cross-bodrer trading or elevate 
itself from its status as one of the 15 poor- 
est countries in the world. "The problem Is, 

. the government has neglected the needs of 
the people largely because it has no 
money," said a former Burmese journalist, 
who declined to give hls name because, like 
other prominent; professionals, he. had been 
Jailed for several years under Ihe Ne Win 
government. "So long as this country can- 
not produce or import enough consumer, It 
will always be like this/' . 


Since the 1960‘a, a political wind of 
change has blown away most poet- 
independent leaders. But the Sene- 
galese society has stood firm like a 
rock In maintaining a calm political 
atmosphere. Many reasons could be 
stated to Justify this stability. In the 
first place, Is the personal influence 
and standing of Senghor among the 
peasants and urban classes. >n a ra- I 
ther surprising manner, and unlike 
other African countries, there seems 
to be apathy and disinterest among 
the elite and educated to participate 
in. politics. Taking Into consideration 
the soothing Influence of the Muslim 
religion, the Islamic brotherhoods, 
with .their basically conservative 


orientation, have helped to mold the 
society. 


In a unique manner, Senegalese 


have accepted a one-party state : — 
Parti .Socialists Senegalalq (PSS). This 


has spared the country the petty eth . 
nlc arid Immatured political tantrums. 
In the words of Leopold Senghor, 


. Last year, Burma, once the world's lead- 
ing exporter of rice, Imported 60 per cent 
more goods ithdn it exported. According to. 
the World Bank, 42 per cent of Its foreign 
exchange earnings w6nt to service Its $3.3 
billion foreign debt. The governmenl has 
been forced to eh ul down cigarette, phar- 
maceutical , and ■ textile factories * because 
Burma lacks the raw materials necessary to 
produce them, ; ' ; - 


“political opposition simply does not. 
perform any useful function." 


On January 1981, there was 
smooth transfer of presidential power ; 




to Mr Abdou Dlof. It Is hoped that 
under His tutelage, Senegal would, 
continue to sail calmly over the poiltl- 
I cal seas. . ■ 
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The new escalation in the Gulf 
war 


Al-lttlhad newspaper of Abu Dhabi writes 
that while appeals to stop the devastating 
Iran-lraq war are made In almost every Mu- 
slim capital, the response has been 
a terrifying escalation and more bloodshed 
and destruction on both sides of the con- 
flict. It criticizes the world community for 
maintaining silence toward the meaningless 
killing of tens of thousands of Muslims and 
the massive devastation which the war has 
been causing. It asks: Don't those who hold 
the guns and the rockets realize that only 
the enemies of Muslims benefit from the 
continuation of the conflict? 

Al-lttlhad goes on to say that when rea- 
son and wisdom prevail and an end to the 
war is reached, Muslim blood then will be 
shed only for the sake of Jerusalem. 

Af-Bayan newspaper, in Dubai, raps 
those who can do something to resolve the 
conflict but refuse to do anything and even 
take pleasure in listening to military commu- 
niques which give accounts of the number 
of casualties in the massacres that go on 
unabatedly only both sides of the Iran-lraq 
border. Such people, the paper adds, have 
actually aligned themselves with the ene- 
mies of Arabs and Muslims. 

“The latest escalation In the war is an 
ominous development casting its gloomy 
shadow on the forthcoming Fslamic summit 
conference due to be held in Kuwait later 
this month. At the same time, the flare up is 
a source of extreme delight for those who 
prosper and grow stronger by Islamic and 
Arab disunity and rifts," notes At-Bayan. 

Al-Wihda daily warns that the latest 
escalation poses serious Ihreats against 
security in the Gulf and the Islamic region at 
large. If the devastating war continues In 
this manner, the paper adds. It would even- 
tually destroy what is left of the two Muslim 
countries potentials, and the damage would 
expand to Include other Arab and Muslim 
countries. Such frightening eventuality, the 
paper continues, could in the end weaken 
Arabs and Muslims to the point at which 
they might be forced to surrender to the will 
of major powers who have been seeking de- 
sperately for such an opportunity. 

Al-Wihda goes on to say that the hun- 
dreds of thousands of Muslims who have 
been killed or wounded in the conflict and 
many others who are expected to face the 
same fate if the war continues, deserve 
serious aoEion by Arab and Muslim leaders 
who should be called to Bhoulder their re- 
sponsibilities at this crucial and dangerous 
stage. Voicing the hope that the forthcom- 
ing Islamic summit will be able to narrow dif- 
ferences between Iraq and Iran, Al-Wlhda, 
however, doubts that the meeting will come 
up with a solution because Arab-Musllm 
consensus on ending the war has not been 
yet available. 

“How can the killing and destruction be 
stopped when some governments act cov- 
ertly and overtly to escalate the conflict?'' 
asks the paper. 

At-Raya newspaper of Qatar reiterates 
the warning that the latest escalation could 
lead to the intervention of foreign powers in 
, the region under the pretext of trying to 
. protect their interests. 

’Wtiat Is extremely regrettable and 
shooking is that the latest attacks and 
. counter-attacks occurred when efforts to 
step the war have been stepped up and 
while Muslim leaders are preparing the 
ground tor their summit in Kuwait at which 
the Iran-lraq conflict will be given top prlor- 
" ity. Al-ftaya notes. ■ 

The paper criticises Iran for launching a 
new offensive at the southern front, Saying' 
: thaVtne attack Increases the hazards sur- 
•: , 1 rouqdjng the region. : , 

■ The BntjHSh-Unguegedaiiy, QuirTimee, 
;• voiced, fears that! ihe . latest escalation 



af)d towns and; the killing of Innocent clvl- 
liana and , says.' that such actions are die- 
omqefUl and constitute flagrant cbntraven- 
| tom pf. ; lalamtc va lues which are based on 
lala.rVijp fraiernlty: and ! tolerance: .*• 

■ 1 -I" 1 ' • I , . ■ . - , . • ' ■ . 

' ;Th4- paper calls on- Muslim leaders^ to ex- ' 
ert ihhximvin efforta to persuade, lrarvtQ ; at- '- 
tfijhd:|he Islamic purrtfjilt end ."tb beak new 
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ways of making contacls with the Iranian 
leaders if they refuse to attend the confer- 
ence. 

“The forthcoming summit which will be at- 
tended by leaders representing one billion 
Muslims shoulders special responsibility to- 
ward finding an appropriate formula which 
could eventually lead to an end to the war," 
writes the Gulf TlmeB. 



The newspaper AI-Ra’I Ai-A'am in Ku- 
wait, extols the heroic performance of Iraqi 
forces in the latest battles at the war fronts. 
It says the huge losses inflicted on the Ira- 
nians should prompt their leaders to recon- 
sider their position toward the continuation 
of the conflict. 

Commenting on the European role In fin- 
ding a solution to the Middle East crisis in 
light of the planned EC meeting to discuss 
such role, Ad -Du stour newspaper of Jor- 
dan writes that the meeting which had been 
announced by the Belgium foreign minister 
raises some points regarding the European 
Community's attitude towards the Middle 
East. ' 

On the one hand, the paper adds, there 
has been a noticeable backing off on the 
part of Europe with regard to Middle East 
peace efforts. Such lack of enthusiasm has 
been demonstrated by lack of Interest and 
indifference toward the situation In the area. 
Such indifference take the form of vague 
statements which Include no firm commit- 
ment or even a pledge to take concrete 
steps In a region neighbouring the European 
continent. 

On the other hand, Ad-Dustour adds, the 
Euro-Arab dialogue has bean suspended 
when basic political differences emerged. 
The dialogue later stopped Indefinitely after 
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tion will continue to deteriorate. The into, 
tion rate went up seven per cent this month 
a phenomena which requires real attention 
The paper concludes by saying that the Is- 
rnoli government is supposed to find practi- 
cal solutions to lire current economic situa- 
tions which aro rapidly deteriorating. 

Hadashot newspaper writes: The head ol 
the Jewish settlements council al Al Golan 
Heights area has called on the Israeli goy. 
eminent to stop building new settlements in 
the occupied territories and to invest ihs 
money available on the present settlement! 
He added, the paper goes on, that many 
settlements are now plagued with heavy 
debts which amount to millions of dollars. 

Due to this stiffling situation, the paper 
comments, hundreds of Jewish families 
have finally decided to quit their residencies 
and live in other areas. In case this phenom- 
ena continues, scores of settlements In the 
Jordan Valley and Al Golan Heights area will 
be massively abandoned and many of their 
inhabitants will even choose to emigrate fron 
Israel. 


Finance , business & economy 


Big export deal for AMPCO 


oil revenues dropped. 

Ad-Dustour puts parts of the blame on 
the Arabs and calls on them to abandon 
their differences if they want the rest of the 
world to respect their views. 

AI-Ra'I newspaper of Jordan notes that 
the Soviet Union recently came up with two 
Initiatives, one about the Middle East and 
another about the Iran-lraq war. Moscow, 



the paper adds, called for speeding up the 
forming of the proposed preparatory com- 
mittee for the International conference on 
Middle East peace and urged an end to the 
gulf war on the basis of international laws. 

AI-Ra'l says the two Soviet Initiatives are 
important moves but before they can be 
used In convening the International confer- 
ence and ending the war, the Arabs should 
forge a unified stand capable of employing 
the strong support provided by the Soviet 
Union to the Arab issues. 


Israeli Press 


Mearive writes: The new economic plan 
which the finance minister presented has 
created sharp differences In the govern- 
ment especially among the two major par- 
t[os; the Likud and the Labour, which form 
the coalition government. The Labour party 
leaders described the plan as one which is 


solely engineered by the Likud. They argue 
that it will definitely lead to a complete eco- 
nomic collapse and demanded that some 
changes be made to make the plan more vi- 
able and practical. 

After long discussion, the paper goes on 
the two rhajor parties agreed to amend the 


Al Quds Arabic newspaper writes: Ameri- * 
can envoy Mr Richard Murphy is still on his [ 
tour In the region trying to enhance the 
chances for peace on the American way. In 
all the Arab capitals he visited, Mr Murphy 
listened to a common idea which advocates , 
the holding of an international peace con- 
ference that would be attended by all the 
parties involved Including the PLO and Ihe 
permanent members ol the Security Coun- 
cil. The Israelis, on the other side, argue 
that the Arabs will not accept their condi- 
tions and proposals while the United Stales 
adopts the Israeli attitudes and presses on 
the Arab countries by making advantaged 
the state of division and disintegration 
which plagues the whole Arab World. 

The paper adds: The Arab leaders are 
fully aware of the Amerlcan-lsraeli policies 
and if they want to adhere strongly to the 
idea of holding an international peace con- 
ference, they should Iron out all their differ- 
ences and unite their ranks and attitudes. 

Kol Haer writes: Mr Murphy is still touring 
a number of countries In the region in an at- 
tempt to push the peace march forward 
However, this fresh mission hasn't so far 
yielded any positive outcomes. And at Ihs 
time when the Arab countries agree on the 
necessity of holding an International peace 
conference, Israel still rejects the idea and 
refuses the participation of both the Soviet 
Union and the PLO In any pence negotia- 
tions. The stubborn and arrogant Israeli atti- 
tude will Indubitably lead to a (allure of Mur- 
phy's mission. It will also deem all the Am- 
erican efforts of establishing peace in the 
region to meet the same destiny, concludes 
the paper. 

Al Hamishmar newspaper writes: The 
Iranian arms deal scandal has developed 
Into a major one which could be considered 
as one of the biggest US foreign policy 
scandals In Ihe Iasi decade. Tension Is cur- 
rently becoming so rife In the American cir- 
cles which view the cobs as a clear violation 
of the principles of the US foreign policies 
which ban any contacls with terrorists and 
the supply of arms to countries under em- 
bargo. 

Surprisingly enough, the pnper com- 
ments, no Israeli official has so far been , 
held responsibly or accused of lying in Ihe 
light of Ihe arm scandal which was actually 
engineered by Israeli policy-makers, rather, ; 
these accusations were only directed to- 
ward a number of Israeli businessmen. The . 
paper concludes by saying that the Iranian 
arms scandal Is now creating a big furor W * 
Israel and giving rise to alarming voices or 
criticism which the government can no lon- 
ger Ignore, 

Davar newspaper writes: The Middle Eaj* 
region is now hosting a very prominent o*' 
plomatlc American figure, Mr Richard Mur- .* 
phy. However, had Mr George Shultz fj“ ■’ 
that his deputy's mission will be fruitful, w 
wouldn't have hesitated to Join him. Rath 0 '- s 
he prefered to tackle the African prob®J)® : ^ 
and tried to avoid Involving in the Mldfl |fl 
East conflict. Besides, Murpny himself raw* 
Ize8 more than anyone elsa that his mission . 
will not come out with any sound results- : 

The paper adds: This fresh 'peace shul- ■ 
tie' came amid the great disappointment tne ( 
Iran arms deal created among the Arau 
countries whloh used to put theii' con' 
fldence and hope In the present US admj 
nistratiom Now these countries feel * n . t f 
they can no longer trust the. American ere? 
bility. This atmosphere has Increased in 
state of stagnation which Mdrphy will not 
able to repair.. 


By Ibtlsam Dababneh 

Special to The Star 

THE AGRICULTURAL Marketing 
and Processing Company of Jor- 
dan (AMPCO) recently signed sev- 
eral agreements with Poland. 
France. Bahrain and Kuwait to ex- 
port Jordanian agricultural pro- 
ducts comprising of fruits and 
vegetables. 

According to Mr Mezen Abed 
Qader, deputy director-general of 
AMPCO, the agreement signed 
with Poland last week, involved 
the export of 1000 tonnes of le- 
mon and fruits in exchange for 
1000 tonnes of apple. Shipment of 
the items has already started at 
the Aqaba port. The agreement 
with France Included the export of 
vegetables for the French apples. 

Mr Abed Qader pointed out that 
the reason behind Importing only 
apples from these countries is 
that the government spends JD 7 
million In Importing 36-40,000 ton- 
nes of apple every year from 
countries that are self-sufficient In 
agricultural products. Besides this, 
apples are not available in the 
market all the time. As a result, 
AMPCO's aim la to control the 
supply of apple, so that one can 
find them at reasonable prices at 
any time of the year. The 
deputy-director added that 
AMPCO’s agreement with a Ku- 
waiti company included the export 
of certain quantities of Jordanian 
agricultural produce at fixed 
prices. 


In a bid to minimize and limit the 
flight of hard currency, AMPCO 
has signed several partner 
agreements with a number of Jor- 
danian traders. Under these con- 
tracts, the traders will Import ap- 
ples from Lebanon while Jordan 
will supply Lebanon with the same 
quantities of lemon fruit. "It is the 
Jordanian government's policy to 
continue to allow export of the 
surplus agricultural products in or- 
der to protect our farmers "Mr 
Absd Qader added. 

About 4.000 tonnes of lemon 
have been collected from local far- 
mers 400 tonnes out of which 
were stored in the company's 
freezers and the rest was ex- 
ported. "This step was taken to 
protect and help farmers as well 
as to increase the prices of lemon 
which has of late dropped very 
low. AMPCO, however, has signed 
contracts with local farmers to 
grow certain kinds of vegetables 
including pepper, marrow and cu- 
cumbers to be exported to other 
European countries. The company, 
he said, Is now negotiating with 
South Yemen and Djibouti to ex- 
plore the possibilities of exporting 
vegetables and fruits to these 
countries on the basis of limited 
quantities and at fixed prices as it 
Is in the case of the Kuwaiti 
agreement. 

As far as the company's future 
prospects are concerned, Mr Abed 
Qader made it clear that the com- 


pany is In the process of studying 
and manufacturing agricultural 
products. He added that the com- 
pany has awarded a contract of 
food canning to an Italian com- 
pany. Another project involves the 
production of concentrated and 
fresh lemon and orange juice. The 
third tender involves the purchas- 
ing of freezer stores for storing 
15,000 tonnes of potatoes and 
onions. "All these projects will be 
completed before the end of this 
year 1987", he said. 

Feasibility studies for the pres- 
ervation of frozen vegetables has 
been completed by AMPCO's ex- 
perts. "There is a big possibility of 
co-operation between the AMPCO 
and other local semi-governmental 
institutions and International com- 
panies to setup joint agricultural 
ventures. The company’s financial 
situation, according to Mr Abed 
Qader Is good and it had achieved 
a turnover of JD 12 million in 
1986, compared with JD 9 million 
in 1985. 

AMPCO started its actual op- 
erations in 1985 and Its shares 
are owned as follows: the govern- 
ment owns 70 per cent of the total 
value of the shares, 12.5 psr cent 
is owned by the Social Security 
Corporation (SSC). 12.5 per cent 
by the Pension Fund and the rest 
five per cent by the Agricultural 
Credit Associations. The total paid 
up capital is JD 10 million and the 
company will soon be registered 
as a private shareholding one. 


NRA to replace equipment 
at the cost of $4 million 




By Ibtisam Dababneh 

Special to The Star 

THE NATURAL Resources Author- 
ity (NRA) is to be granted a sum of 
$4 million for the purchase of la- 
boratory and field equipment that 
are vital for research programmes 
in Its laboratories. The above fig- 
ure which was requested from the 
funds Commodities Import Pro- 
gramme (CIP) of USAID Involves 
the purchase of equipment to re- 
place the old and out-dated Items 
together with new modern digital 
measuring devices which will faci- 
litate the work of the NRA. 

"The Laboratories division, 
since Its Inception, has passed 
through many phases in the field 
of equipment and analytical proc- 
edures" said Dr. Yousef Hamair- 
neh, head of laboratory division at 
the NRA. He added that tremend- 
ous changes have occurred in in- 
dustrial and scientific research 
and this demanded certain types 
of equipment to satisfy modern 
nesda." Dr Hamalrneh pointed out 
that these equipment Included 
strong motion spismologlcal sys- 
tem, micro-seismic network for 
the Jordan seismologies! observa- 
tory network. They are to be used 
in engineering studies of ground 
acceleration due to earthquakes. 
Other equipment are geophysical 
survey and chemical laboratory 
equipment. 

The total value of the equipment 
is about $1.6 million. Dr Hamalr- 
neh said that on site training cost 
lor the NRA's engineers and tech- 
nicians with regards to installation 
and maintenance procedures will 
: be also included in the agreement. 
He added that the geophysical 
tools are considered very essen- 
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tial to the successful and produc- 
tive operation of the geophysics 
division in the search for minerals, 
thus providing the division with a 
comprehensive set of tools to 
achieve maximum capabilities. 

He further added that the geo- 
physics tools are important lor 
carrying out detailed analysis. 
Moreover, It could enhance the 
three-year programme of co-oper- 
ation between the US geological 
survey and the NRA to analyze 
and interpret Jordanian geophys- 
ics and geologic data. 

The NRA. according to Mr Omar 
Sawan of Labs Division, has about 
14 laboratories for conducting the 
analysis for all kinds of geological 
maps, surveys and investigations, 
prospecting and exploitation of 


mineral resources, researches of 
raw materials for cement industry, 
fertilizers, and petroleum. They 
alBo develop substitute energy m 
the utilization of oilshale deposits 
for ore processing and various 
geological samples that require 
accurate analysis. A team of ex- 
perts at the NRA, are now study- 
ing and making the needed analy- 
sis on soil investigations for the 
second stage of the Aqaba Ther- 
mal Power Station, expected to be 
completed within two months. 

"Our laboratories are now 
equipped with the latest up-to- 
date equipment, thus making It the 
first of its kind in the area. The 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources will soon, establish a 
laboratory for studying the possi- 
bility prospecting for uranium." 


Y.W.C.A. - AMMAN 


SSTuTS KTS* WSM ^Monday and 

Morning^ciaasss from 9.00 - 10-0C lam. 

Evening Classes from 8.00 - 7.00 p.m. 

For more Information please call 541793 


Advertise 


end get a full week for your moneyl 


e TENDER NO. 5/87. Supply of computer, radio communi- 
cation and telephone system tor the Public Supplies De- 
partment. Tender documents are available at the depart- 
ment for JD 25. Closing date: 17 February 1987. 

e TENDER NO. 1/87. Supply of tyres for the Jordan Pho- 
sphate Mines Co., fertilizers unit. Tender documents are 
available at the company’s office In Amman for JD 10. Clos- j 
lng date: 7 February 1987. 1 

e TENDER NO 3/87. Supply ol cable lugs, sleeves and ter- 
minals for the Jordan Electricity Authority. Tender do- 
cuments are available at the authority for JD 5. Closing 
date: 11 February 1987. 

e CONSTRUCTION OF car parks for Al Mafraq municipal- 
ity. Tender documents are available at the municipality for 
JD 20. Closing date: 19 January 1987. 

• TENDER NO 2/87. Laying of sewerage lines for the Am- 
man Development Corporation building. Tender documents 
are available at the Water Authority for JD 10. Closing date: 

27 January 1987. 

e CONSTRUCTION OF a trade market for Amman Develop- 
ment Corporation. Tender documents are available at the 
corporation's offices in Amman for JD 20. Closing date: 2 
February 1987. 

• TENDER NO 1 /87. Supply of cover pipes for the Water 
Authority. Tender documents are available at the authority 
for JD 50. Closing date: 10 February 1987. 

• TENDER NO 1 / 87. Supply of calculators for the Univers- 
ity of Jordan. Tender documents are available at tne univ- 1 
erslty tor JD 5. Closing date: 19 January 1987. 

■ TENDER NO 1/87. Supply of wooden boxes and locks 
for the Public Supplies Department. Tender documents are 
available at the department for JD 5. Closing date: 24 
January 1987. 

• TENDER NO. 40/86. Construction of trading stores at 
Qwaysmlh for the Rural Development Department. Tender 
documents are available at the department tor JD 25. Clos- 
ing date: 31 January 1987. 

• CONSTRUCTION OF a number of buildings at Mu'ta Un- 
iversity. Tender documents are available at the unlverel- 
ty’a liaison office in Amman. Closing date 4 February 1987. 

• SUPPLY OF black peppers for the Royal Jordanian Armed 
Forces. Tender documents are available at the 'Tender 
Committee for JD 5. Closing date: 25 January 1987. 

■ MAINTENANCE FOR Princess Haya Hospital In Aqaba. 
Tender documents are available at the Royal Engineering 
Force Directorate for JD 25. Closing date: 28 January 
1987. 

• SUPPLY OF methylprednlsolone and kidney failure filters 
for the Ministry of Health. Tender documents are available 
at the Supplies and Stores Directorate at Al Bashir Hospital 
compound. Closing date: 19 January 1987. 

• SUPPLY OF Iron desks and cabinets 

Armed Forces. Tender documents are aval table at the Ten- 
ders Committee for JD 5. Closing date: 4 February 1987. 

• TENDER NO 1/87. Maintenance of Prince Haya Hospital 
In Aqaba. Tender documents are available at the Royal En- 

3 i nee ring Force Directorate for JD 25. Closing date: 28 
artuary 1987. 

• CONSTRUCTION OF residence units and other facilities 
at Al Alouk location — Zarqa area. Tender documents are 
available at the Ministry of Public Works for JD 50. Closing 
date: 26 January 1987. 

m SUPPLY OF an electric generator for the Royal Armed 
Forces General Command. Tender documents are available 
at the Royal Signals Directorate tor JD 5. Closing date: 19 
February 1987. 


REPAIR ADVICE AT M.R.C: 

At the maintenance & repair centre we advise you without charge. 

• We maintain & repair all home appliances and central heating. 

• We maintain, repair & calibrate electrical & electronic machines and 
testing equipment. 

• We undertake house, commercial, and industrial wiring. 

Our professional experts repair rather thHn replace parts. 

Our professional experts will evaluate prices realistically and mod- 
erately. 

Semi-annual & annual contracts are available. 

To serve you Is our pleasure 
Please phone 893S95 or 892435 
M.R.C. North Marka, Near post office 
BOX 150, Telex: 22110 
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QAFCO sets ammonia 
output record 

QATAR (Opecna) — The Qatar fertilizer company (QAFCO) pro- 
duced n record 655,000 tonnes of ammonia this year — some 
16,000 tonnes up on 1985. A senior official of the company said 
urea production this year touched 744.000 tonnes. 1,000 tonnes 
more than in 1985. Output figures for 1984 were 632,000 ton- 
nes of ammonia and 743,000 tonnes of urea. 

The official said that ‘despite a very difficult world fertilizer 
market situation,’ the company had sold all its available output, 
with China and India continuing to be the major buyers of 
QAFCO products during the year. He noted that although a clear 
picture of the company's financial performance in 1986 had not 
emerged, profits could decline because of lower prices. 

Arnonia prices were currently around $86 to $95 a tonne, 
compared with 180 to $190 in 1985, while urea had touched a 
low of $70 a tonne, against $160 to $175 last year. The official 
said that for the first time, QAFCO had successfully entered the 
market for technical grade urea, which is used in the production 
of industrial plastics. 

China’s second largest 
oilfield increases output 

PEKING (Opecna) — China's Shengli oilfield, once believed to 
be near depletion, has increased its output through new resour- 
ces discovered as a result of advanced technological techniques 
applied over the past five years. 

The field, located in the eastern Shandong province. Is the 
second largest in the country. It came onstream 22 years ago 
and, according to chief geologist Liu Xingcal, produced 189 mill- 
ion barrels of oil in 1985. about 32 million more than in 1981, 
Output during the first 10 months last year was 186 million bar- 
rels, some 12 million up on the same period of 1985. Chief en- 
gineer Yu Waniang said that since 1981. scientists working at 
the oilfield had introduced 382 innovatory techniques resulting 
In new discoveries at a rapid rate. 

Kuwait fund lending 
totals $4.8 billion 

KUWAIT (Opecna) — The Kuwait fund for Arab Economic Dev- 
lopment, which has celebrated its 25th anniversary, has so far 
bill,on ln loans t0 developing countries. Esta- 
Dl shed in 1961 as a national institution with a capital of $171 
million, the Fund initially limited its operations to financing deve- 
lopment projects in Arab countries. u 

But in 1974 with its capital Increased to $3.4 billion the 
Agency expanded its assistance to include other developing- 
countries. Its capital was further boosted to $6.8 billion in 1981 

wpn7 e tn n nroiVfrlJ V 4 L So 47 toans totalling $540.6 million 
iqSr *Thf if oS f 1 5 rab < £° u , ntries - while between 1975 and 
Jn5 6 «»h L und . ext . encl0d loans totalling $4.2 billion to Arab 
E5J5 . developing countries In Asia and Africa. The loans 
helped to finance mamly rnfrastructural projects, headed by 
transport and communications, electricity, agriculture industry 
water and sewerage. 

e * te nded 85 technical assistance grants totall- 
nP.i rZl, iJS? 1 , t0 , developing countries. Cooperation with 
» and ,n f te[ na honal development institutions has 
been another feature of the Fund's activities, including the co- 
L'!I« n « ori ® j® 7 ventures within this framework. The fund has 
^♦° r ii anlze ? 3e ™]™ rs dealing with co-operation and develop- 
. n1 o '® s .^ es - ln addition to taking part in world financial panels 
and conferences. 

World Bank loans 

WASHINGTON (Opecna) — Two Opec member countries. In- 
donesia and Ecuador, are to receive World Bank toans totalling 
55.5 million . Indonesia, which has the world's largest active 
fishing fleet, will use its $24.5 million credit to increase shrimp 
and tuna production and exports. 

The loan wilt help Implement a seven-year project which in- 
cludes rehabilitation of water canals, credit and technical sup- 
port for shrimp farm development and the establishment of 
shrimp distribution facilities. In addition, private cold storage fa- 
cilities will be expanded, research efforts boosted, state fisher- 
ies enterprises restructured and a pilot programme set up to 
promote aquaculture among the poorest coastal fishermen. 


The Ideal Residence for Expatriates & 
Businessmen 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 
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Beirut — on the verge of economic disintegration 

The Lebanese crisis: 

Economy about to collaps 


Mounir B. Abboud 

Star Lebanon Correspondent 

BEIRUT — After 1 1 years of civil 
war, the Lebanese are finally real- 
izing the catastrophic conse- 
quences of the continuation of the 
turmoil In Lebanon. A shattered 
economy, has for all Intents and 
purposes, pushed the government 
Into bankruptcy and the citizens 
almost below the poverty belt. 
Some editorialists called it "star- 
vation." 

Where the Treasury is concern- 
ed, Prime Minister Rashid Karami 
said that its Income stood at LL 
100 million a month, and expendi- 
ture at LL 2,000 million. At the in- 
flated rate of the US dollar on the 
Beirut exchange market, income is 
a meagre $1.63 million and expen- 
ses $30.75 million. 

As (he value of the Lebanese 
pound tumbled vis-a-vis all foreign 
currencies, prices of essential 
commodities soared. Lebanese 
screamed with pain, and some de- 
cided to take matters Into their 
own hands. The Central Bank of 
Lebanon was hit recently by a 
rocket propelled grenade and two 
banks In We9t Beirut were 
bombed recently. Such hitherto 
unknown groups, as the 'Blacks 
Panthers" and "People's Justice 
Organization' claimed credit for the 
assaults, blaming the banks for 
speculation that pushed the value 
of the dollar up. 

Hard currency, is needed to im- 
port essential commodities for 
consumption. Because of the en- 
demic civil war. the national indus- 
try has gone Into sharp decline. 
Foreign aid had dried up, because 
donors, such as Saudi Arabia and 
other oll-rlch Gulf states had 
served notice that reconstruction 
aid could not be given unless the 
destruction stopped. 

Politics: As living conditions wor- 
sened, and the infra-satructure of 
public services broke down, the 
country's leaders continued to 
play politics. President Amin Ge- 
mayel and his Christian suppor- 
ters. notably Finance Minister Ca- 
mille Chamoun, said Mr Rashid 
Karsmi was to blame because he 
would not convene council of min- 
isters meetings under the Pre- 
sident 6o that formal decisions 
may be taken to deal with the de- 
pression. Not so, protested the 
Prime Minister. The treasury, he 
said, had been depleted after Pre- 
sident Gemayel had used $1,500 
million to buy weapons from the 
U.S. and other Western countries 
to strengthen the Lebanese Army 
contingents loyal to his regime. 

Meanwhile Ellas Saba, a Le- 
banese economic expert and a 
former finance minister said: "The 1 
Inability of the government to col- 


lect taxes, telephone, electricity 
and water bills is largely behind 
the soaring prices and the decline 
in the Lebanese pound." With 
much of the war-torn country 
ruled by warring militia chieftains, 
the government collects only a 
fraction of custom duties and 
must borrow to fund more than 
half of what it spends. 

IMF terms discourage loan pro- 
spects: Senior officials of the 
Central Bank and other represen- 
tatives of the banking sector in the 
country have generally ruled out 
the possibility of Lebanon applying 
for a loan from the World Bank or 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
Lebanon's big delegation to the 
41st conference of the IMF and 
the World Bank Included the First 
Deputy Governor of the Central 
Bank, Dr Hussein Kanaan. several 
bankers and the President of the 
Financial Company In Lebanon, 
Nassim Saliba. 

It was reported that Lebanon 
had applied for a loan from the 
IMF, but that the Fund put forward 
certain conditions, Including the 
state s recovery of legal ports and 
an effective collection of taxes 
and duties, particularly electricity, 
water and telephone subscrip- 
tions. The IMF asked the Central 
Bank to stop granting loans lo the 
Electricity Department until it had 
unsured the collection of dues 
from all subscribers even if ft had 
to cut off power from the whole of 
Beirut. This followed the Illegal at- 
tachement of connections to 
power lines in some districts of 
the capital to get free electricity. 

Dr Hussein Kanaan said that 
Lebanon had not asked for a loan 
from the IMF or the World Bank, 
even though it had drawing rights. 
We have told American officials 
that the Lebanese have in Ameri- 
can banks more than $8 billion', 
he added. Kanaan said that an 
American official had told him he 
knew the Lebanese had much 
more than that in US banks. ‘I 
therefore say that we do not need 
to borrow. It is sufficient that you 
secure for me one-tenth of the Le- 
banese funds abroad so 
that we may build Lebanon 
anew,' Kanaan said. 'Our problem 
is not economic. It Is only a prob- 
lem of confidence. Trust in Leba- 
non survlvers In as much as we 
succeed In defending Its free eco- 
nomic system.' 

The President of the Financial 
Company Nassim Sallbl elabo- 
rated on the difficulties that stood 
In the way of borrowing from 
abroad. 'There is no question of 
asking for a loan from the IMF or 
the World Bank', he said. "It is not 
because Lebanon does not need a 
loan, but because it would be quite 
difficult to secure a loan. Any loan 


from the IMF is limited by c. 
share in the Fund, which doesr.-r 
exceed $72 million of spec 1 
drawing rights. Consequently.*! 
would not secure a big sum. Ine 
dilion, contracting a loan requii; 
an economic and monels 
agreement with the Fund, and in 
known that Lebanon cannot can] 
out such an agreement. In theta 
place, there is a major deficit < 
the Lebanon Treasury and. sa 
ondly, we cannot commit ours? 
ves to fulfilling the terms of ft 
iMF.' 

He added that Lebanon had is 
formally asked for a loan from 
IMF. There had simply been a q. 
ery" to the IMF "What can the M 
give us? Very small sums if 1* • 
into account that we sometirw 
intervene on the market with up t. 
$25 million a day. In other worts 
the loan to be given by the IMF! 
Lebanon could evaporate in or« ; 
day. We would need at least $2ff : 
or $300 million to be able to slab 1 -■ 
llze the rate of the pound. Tbt 
same applies lo our position 
garding the World Bank which cfv 
fers loans for spool fic develop 
mont projects. Nor Is there i . 
question of commercial banks p» i 
viding loans to Lebanon. Alls 
having been at the top of the 0 ' 
of those qualified for borrowfn? ■ 
we nro now at the bottom of IK; 
list...' 


Decline of pound: A Lebanese 
economic source in Beirut sri ; 
Lebanon had not asked the IMF 
the World Bank for a loan. He s*® ; - 
the idea might have been raised - 
by a member of the Lebanese : 
egatlon to the recent meetings d . 
IMF. 'Under the present conditio^ ;. 
In Lebanon, any loan would be in- 
sufficient to stop the decline * -. 
the pound', they added. ‘If we sec- ; 
ure billions of dollars, they wop r 
be spent on Internal consumption 
and If they are not used, their poH 
ition will be the same as the go® : 
cover. The Lebanese market® 
ready to swallow the gold and a<* [ - 
ars immediately.' 

The sources Bald there 
been a reduced offer of dollars £ v 
Lebanon because of the drop 9 
remittances from the Lebanese 
abroad, whose Income in the Arao , 
world and Africa had droppej >. 
Many had left those countries a*™ • 
not returned home but settled' ;; 
Europe and the United Stan.;; 
with their families. There had aj® !\ 
been a drop in tourism and in ag . 
cultural and industrial e*P or ij v 
while there had been an Increase 0 ? 
demand for the dollar In Lebanon \ 

As for US aid, Washington ' ' 
adopting a clear line In this -r- 
sped and would give only 
development project, making 1 js, • 
condition to oversee the »■_ 

plementation of the projects. y.. 



By Ahmed Shaker 1 

• The government recelv- 1 
ed an offer from Japanese I 
firms to implement anum-l 
ber of projects Included in | 
the five-year plan or to I 
supply the Kingdom with I 
Japanese-made vehl- 1 
cles in exchange for Jor- 1 
danian phosphates. fi 

• The value of the King- 1 
dom's exports to Iraq in I 
1985 amounted to JD 66 I 
million. The main exports I 
were wheat, eggs, fod- 1 
ders, medicines, plastic I 
materials and clothes. 1 

I s Studies are underway! 
for the establishment of! 
household glass utensils! 
and bottles industries. I 
These Industries will be! 
made as branches of the I 
present general glass In- 1 
dustry. | 

§ The Amman municipal- 1 
Ity will start collecting I 
garbage fees to be levied I 
on the commercial sector, F 
and corporations upon | 
obtaining professional | 
licenses. As regards re- I 
sidences, a monthly fee of I 
1 JD will be added to the I 
electricity bill starting I 
from 1 January 1987. | 

• Studies are being car- I 
ried out to lower the ren- I 
tal and services charges I 
collected by the Free I 
Zones Corporation. | 

• Nour Al Hussein Found- I 
ation is considering the I 
possibility of establish- 1 
Ing a co-operative firm for I 
Jordanian crafts and a I 
centre for training and I 
marketing. The corpora- 1 
tlon has ateo decided to I 
single out next year as a I 
national year for Jorda- 1 
nian handicrafts. | 

• Sources at the Ministry I 
of Transport have pointed I 
out that the vehicles, 
transport activities will be 
organized in a way which 
will enable the vehicles 
owned by Individuals to 
I be joined to transport 
I companies and at the 
I same time to give those 
I owners the chances to 
I own some shares in the 
I respective companies. 

|e A new tender will be 
I presented for carrying out 
l a study on the axle weight 
I capacity of the Kingdom’s 
I roads. 

!• The Ports Corporation 
I Is carrying out a study on 
I the clearance costs at 
I Aqaba port so that a flex- 
I jble policy could be set up 
I In a way which Is compet- 
I Ible with other ports. 
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A new suit made from Banana fiber? 


By Malcolm Flanagan 

Compass News Features 


MANILA — Third World countries 
where banana9 grow in natural 
abundance soon could have the 
technology for a major new export 
industry — production of clothing 
material made from banana fibers. 
Researchers in the Philippines 
have made an important break- 
through for the garments Industry 
by discovering that a textile can 
be manufactured from the fibers 
of the common truit-bearing ba- 
nana plant, as well as the non- ed- 
ible plant. 

Countless millions of banana 
stalks are thrown away from plan- 
tations worldwide alter fruit has 
been harvested. 

But. says the Philippines Textile 
Research Institute (PTRI). this 
waste could be the basic of an in- 
dustry with potentially huge earn- 
ings. According to the resear- 
chers, 2.7 tonnes ol fibrous mat- 
erial could be taken from every 
hectare of banana plantation. 
Rose Canlas. a senior scientific 
officer with the PTRI. said. “In the 
past, we have produced abacus 
fibers from non-frult-bearing 
trees. "Local weavers have been 
able to use this fairly coarse mat- 
erial to make handbags, twine and 
rugs, but such articles have limited 
marketing potential." 

To determine If a cottage indus- 
try could be expanded Into a major 
export, the researchers Inves- 
tigated ways of producing better 
quality material while at the same 
time making fullest use of planta- 
tions used for food crops. By com- 
bining polyester with fibers from 
fruit-bearing plants, the resear- 
chers have developed a new — 
and as yet unnamed ■ — • material 
which can be dyed and machine 


British 

equipment 

LONDON (Lps) — The British firm 
Ran somes and Rapier PLC is to 
supply a walking dragline for ex- 
cavation work In one of Jordan s 
key export Industries — phosph- 
ate mining. The Jordan Phosphate 




placed a nine million pounds sterl- 
ing contract with the company, for 
a walking dragline model W2000. 

This Ransomes and Rapier unit 
is destined for open cast phosph- 
ate mineB at El Hassa. 137 ki- 
lometres south of Amman, where 
a similar machine supplied by the 










-*****“ 


Villagers learn how to use mobile fiber-stripping machine 


embroidered. "Already we have 
produced table covers and 
place-mats, and I am sure gar- 
ments could be made from the 
material." Canlas said. "It has a 
sheen and gloss something like 
silk, but Is much less expensive to 
produce." 

Several commercial concerns in 
the Philippines and elsewhere are 
investigating the design and mar- 
keting possibilities of the fiber, to 
test whether "banana" fashion 
could be sold in high-street shops. 
The mature banana plant appears 
superficially to consist of a 
“trunk" bearing fronds and also a 
stalk on which the fruit Is borne. 

The trunk Is known botanically 
as a pseudostem and comprises 
a central core, or true stem, tightly 
encircled by many long sheafs. 
The true stem, or on emerging 
from the leaf sheafs, forms the 
fruit stalk. The fibers from the true 


mining 
for Jordan 

UK company six years ago has 
consistently exceeded Its perfor- 
mance targets. The latest dragline 
will be delivered in kit form from 
the end of this year, and reassem- 
bled in Jordan by Ransomas and 




Commenting on the contract, Mr 
Derek Davies, managing director 
of the UK firm, said: "JPMC de- 
cided to buy our machine as we 
offered the best package and our 
equipment represented the dbsi 
value for money." 


Consultative group 
agrees on Zambia’s needs 


THE CONSULTATIVE Group for 
Zambia, which met In Paris on 16 
and 17 December, agreed that 
Zambia will need about $500 mill- 
ion to $550 million annually over 
the next several years and that 
every effort would be made to 
make this amount available. 

The Group agreed that extraor- 
dinary financial support from the 
donor community would be re- 
quired if the government s recov- 
ery programme was to be suc- 
cessful. and that a high percent- 
age of this amount would .be 
needed In the form of quick- 
disbursing assistance. It was also 
recognized that continued access 
to IMF resources would be critical 
to successful resolution of Zam- 
bia's financial difficulties. 

The Group reviewed the govern- 
merit's policy and Institutional re- 
form programme and agreed tn at 
significant progress had been 
achieved in the past year under 
difficult circumstances and mat it 
was essential to accelerate the 
pace of reform. 

The Group also noted that debt 


stem and the fruit stalk are less 
valuable than those extracted 
from the sheafs — but collecting, 
crushing and pulping these sheafs 
traditionally is a slow, labour- in- 
tensive task. 

If production of fibers is to 
match the technical progress 
made by the textile researchers, 
the raw material must be collected 
and processed more efficiently. 

Manila businessman and en- 
gineer George Dy believes the an- 
swer to this is a mobile striping 
machine he has developed. "The 
device I have patented is cleaner 
and more portable than anything 
else I have seen," he said. It can 
easily strip any fiber plant not re- 
quiring skilled labour, and It's so 
simple that any member of the 
family in a village or on a farm can 
use it. "It utilises new materials 
such as banana stalks and 


pineapple leaves, which normally 
are burned or left to rot after the 
furit has been harvested. "Our ex- 
perience is that the fibers are of 
superior quality to those produced 
by a traditional hand stripping 
methods. I am convinced such 
quality fibers will be marketable 
around the world." 

Dy recently has exported ma- 
chines to Thailand and Sri Lanka, 
and now is looking further afield in 
Asia and Africa. Cost of a machine 
is between $2,000 and $4,000 
depending on size. Japan already 
has become a major market for 
banana textile fibers, but current 
output from the Philippines is un- 
able to meet demand. To help 
speed up supply, Dy is hoping to 
win financial backing for mass 
production of his stripping ma- 
chine. 


Super Deluxe Furnished Apartments tor Rent 

Each Apartment comprises, One bed room, living and 
dining Areas, Fully equiped kitchen, bath room, central 
heating, continuous hot water, Intercoms a coloured T.V., 
central Antena for Am and Fm Stations, Air Cooler and a 
private Telephone. . . , ^ , 

Location: Behind Holiday Inn & Ad-Dustour news 
pa per building. To view call 656273, 663362. 




servicing would continue to be a 
severe problem of Zambia. 

The Group expressed Its conti- 
nued support lor the emphasis on 
agriculture, which was seen as 
having the greatest potential for 
growth and diversification, as well 
as for creating jobs. 

Jochen Kraske, Director. Coun- 
try Programmes, Eastern and 
Southern Africa Region al the 
World Bank, chaired the Group. 
Delegations from Canada, Finland, 
France, Germany. Ireland, Italy, 
Japan, Netherlands, Norway. 
Sweden, Switzerland, the United 
Kingdom, the United States, the 
African Development Bank, the 
Commission of the European Eco- 
nomic Communities, the European 
Investment Bank, the IMF, the 
Saudi Fund for Development, and 
the United Nations Development 
Programme attended. Observers 
from the Development Assistance 
Commlttee/Organlzatlon for Eco- 
nomic Co-operation and Develop- 
ment were present. Mr Basil 
Kabwe, Minister of Finance, led 
the Zambian delegation. 


VILLAS IN TLA AL AU 

Near l« tigineers Quarter 


Bo not miss this once In al If e-time opportunity to 
purchase a semi-villa with spacious reception 
room, master bedroom, plus two bedrooms with 
two baths, kitchen, front and rear gardens 
nearing completion. 

• We offer attractive terms, price JD 35,000 
Please call us on telephone 653361 - 653399 ■ 


a VUSjHjir Kn^ineenny l^slabiishment 
Amman - jorchui 


LUXURY APT FOR SALE 

— One floor apt, 300 sq.m, Jabal Amman, Sixth Circle, 

— 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, master bath 

has sauna, Jacuzzi, . 

— Fully equipped kitchen with separate breakfast 


and laundy areas. 

— Seperate maid's room 
with private bathroom. 

— Marble flooring, videophone, 
central T.V. antena 

— Building haa 3 floors only 

— Marbled lobby and staircase 

— Independent garages , 

— ■ Seperate utilities 

For appointment call 661853 ' 
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econom 


Currencies 

Period 


1 M 

2 M 

3 M 
6 M 
9 M 
12 M 

2 Years 

3 Years 

4 Years 

5 Years 


6 1/8 
6 1/6 
6 1/10 
6 
6 
6 

6 1/4 

6 5/8 

7 1/4 
7 3/8 


4 9/16 
4 9/16 
4 9/16 
4 9/16 
4 9/16 
4 9/16 

4 3/4 

5 1/8 
5 7/16 
5 5/8 


FF 

SF 

D FIs 

Yen 

Sterling 

Pound 

B 3/4 

3 3/8 

5 11/16 

4 1/8 

ii 

8 3/4 

3 9/16 

5 5/8 

4 3/16 

11 

8 3/4 

3 11/16 5 9/16 

4 5/16 

10 15/16 

8 5/8 

3 13/16 5 1/2 

4 1/4 

10 3/4 

8 1/2 

3 13/16 5 1/2 

4 1/4 

10 3/4 

8 3/8 

3 13/16 5 1/2 

4 1/4 

10 3/4 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

■ — 

— 

— 


— 

— - 

— 



— 


Source: Finance and Credit Corporation 


GOLD 
IN JORDAN 


EXCHANGE RATES 


AMMAN (Star) — Prices on 


Wednesday 14 January 1987 
were as follows: 


18 ct.. JD 3.400 per gramme 
21 ct.. JD 3.950 per gramme 
24 ct.. JD 4.700 per gramme 
Qne kilogramme (8999) JD 
4,600.000 

Ounce JD 146.000 

Gold Sterling.... JD 33.000 


(Central Bank) 
Hashadi Pound.... 


Hashadi Pound.... JD 29.000 
(Seven grammes) 


Source: Youslf Abu Sara, 
Jewellers! Amman. 


US dollar 
Sterling pound 
German mark 
French franc 
Swlaa franc 
Dutch guilder 
Italian lire (1000) 
Swedish kroner 
Saudi rlyal 
Kuwaiti dinar 
UAE dirham 
Egyptian pound 
Syrian lira 
Iraqi dinar 
Omani rlyal 


buy 

.344 

.510 

.180 

.0635 

.210 

.155 

.250 

.049 

.0916 

.118 

.09325 

.185 

.01426 

.265 

.890 


sell 

.347 

.620 

.183 

.0646 

.216 

.160 

.260 

.060 

.0925 

119.5 

.09400 

.190 

.0146 

.270 

.900 


Source: National Jordan Exchange Company 


Dollar falls in Europe, 
gold rises about five 
dollars an ounce 


IN BRIEF 1 


RIYADH (Opecna) — Saudi 
Arabia's Council of Ministers 
has approved the state bud- 
get for 1987. 


spurred by the dollar's decline? aboul 86 an ounce * 

Forelan axchnnaa riaai... »-f-i il. 


SSSSSSSS/^pvit 

worse 'the lower the dollar falls " a d ‘ And th,s 8® tB 

mSSXSSf^s&SfSi 


Details of the • budget, 
which will be lower than that 
of the previous year, are to 
be announced. In an address 
to the nation, King Fahd, 
who presided over the ca- 
binet meeting, said the cuts 
applied would 'under no cir- 
cumstances affeot the gen- 
eral framework of the bud- 
get.’ 


He believed Saudi citizens 
would find the budget ‘satis- 
, ^ c i? ry ’ 88 8ub aldles — (n- 
msrt I? th08 ° for foodstuff, 
Drodurta 8 ' P fttro !2 urri and on 


fected-’The klng 'nqtad that 
SSELWtMB- bUlSn in the 


c , at T64.15. 

TiSX. •' ,M9S at mld - mornl ' 1 «' «<>"*•, •< With late 

liUmiSSS' Hn down fr ° m 1 1^34^00 

' 2 - nad ! a n Do| lar8, down from 1.3873 . 

•i’ In lha kU —I__ i * 


in Zurich, the bid price was in .4 - i ■ 1 . 

; $409. 50 late Tuesday. Earlier In Mnnn V d0 ° n ‘ ujf.froni 
*5.59 to. close at. p bW $414.^9/ "° n ® Konfl * Qold rose 


budget 

Marked 


projects. 


1 338 billion In the 
nas been ear- 
for development 


^Pressing the hope that 

Sl id r SS* wou I ^ Increase, he 
said this would depend on 


* hio'ffiJ ahd J 8a,d Saudi Are- 
5 £fij?* d *J na ? e L 8 ®crlfi6«s to 
EffSvMhi AMbllity -<jf the oil 
J5 8 f k aVwlth its Crude Output 

1 1 ° m u> pe8k fl 9 ur ® of 
'a? 8 .than 

Sn7#iWi n P/d.Desp|tethe 
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Share prices rise S™ 9 * ?S- y 

togee lives In 

By Mnmdouh El Glialy ™ ? n r °ffi 

si. 11 \ m. in. . ii M.uti t An ,i v ..i qiQ2a Strip. 

THE INDUSTRIAL sunioi . m 1 . l nmurk.ihlu pronrBHinfcwafheh^ave been 1 living like this 
ovomll diMlmii:. .11 id tho \>\nv. Out of 23 industrial civ- Snce 1982 when the Israell- 
punics. 17 bcurud sh.in* pm.c iiu.hmm> .md only tuur comanii Eoyptlan border was re- 

T 1 " a oon irltu ntrln 


monitor 


tranded refugees await return to the Gaza Strip 


AMMAN (Star) — Cut off from hla 
Children and the home he built In 
1977. a 76-year-old Palestine re- 


fuaee lives In one room behind the 
fnv grocery shop he and hls wife 
run fn Rafah refugee camp, the 


sulferod a slime puce (leciiru* Hnwcwti. « to spile a drooS! established and a security strip 
volume of trailing, tho mnrkut witnr mJ ;n:tiue doahnoB i^was cut through Rafah town, leav- 
ghoul the whole week a a housing project with 6,000 

Palestine refugees on the Egyp- 

1.446.000 shares wore bundled at the market vafua ot jt t,an Blde ° f th0 border ’ 

1.786,000 dlvidod among 2.160 contracts. a ducreasBoB In 1877 the Israeli occupation 
par cant compared to last week authorities demolished Abdul Ha- 

The daily handling average enmn to JL) 357.000 with a dewKlotri^Sh^'ts ^ace^hfe then 
tton of 23.8 per cent or 4.8 pur coni of total around this averaaf&flt r new house at hls own ex- 
thus Indicating instability „l ih„ nairkal ™ the Canada Housing 

The shares ol 51 companies woro handled from which airoject quarter, where the authori- 
companies gained including: Sjea gave him a plot of land. He 

njvadln the new house, only a few 

1- National Steel closing at JD I 950 up (hundred metres away from hla 

Industry from JD 1.580 ? ahop, with hls wife, hls son Jaseer 

2- Jordan Limes & closing at JD 220 up !0rtd hls * am,| Y' and hi8 daLJ 9 hter 

Bricks Industry FROM JD 190 StWal. 


The daily handling nvur.igu enmn to JL) 357.000 with e dewl 
tlon of 23.8 par cent or 4.8 pur cunt ol total around this even*' 
thus Indicating instability at tho markot 








'.O'! 


The shares of 51 compnmos woro handled from which 
companies gained including: 


1- National Steel 
Industry 

2- Jordan Limes & 
Bricks Industry 

3- Jordan Sliver, 
Chemicals 


closing at JD 1.950 up 
from JD 1.580 
closing at JD .220 up 
FROM JD .190 




I' - . j | '. ■ ' i 

| \ J: 


, jtur. m • ‘ 


Security strip looking towards the Canada quarter 
housing project from Rafah. 




distribute rations to the returning 
refugees for six months after their 


in the Tel El Sultan housing project 
exclusively for their use^ as well 


4- Dar At Dawa for 

Development & closing ut JD 1.370 up 

_ Investment from JD 1.200 

5- Arab Aluminium closing at JD 1.300 up 

Industry from JD 1. 180 

18 companies lost Including: 

1- Jordan Textile closing at JD 4.000 do 

_ factories from JD 4.450 

z- Arab Chemical cloaina at JD a non Hn 


closing at JD 1 600 up 
from JD 1.390 


^dmes demolished for se- 
curity reasons 


sp 


return. Priority will be given to as a government secondary 
them for self-help projects grants school. 


Detergents 

3- Jordan & Gulf 
Insurance 

4- Jordan-Kuwait Bank 


5- Arab Insurance Co. 


closing at JD 4.000 down 
from JD 4.450 
closing at JD 4.300 down 
from JD 4.850 
closing ul JD .700 
down from JD .780 
closing at JD 1.020 down 
from JD 1.750 
closing at JD .800 down 
from JD .860 


Jj’The Israeli authorities esta- 
blished seven housing projects to 
{accommodate refugees. The 
. *acheme started when the authori- 
ties demolished hundreds of shel- 
ters In the eight refugee camps of 
the Gaza Strip to widen the roadB 
.. jfor security reasons, In the early 


18 


to help them become economically 
independent. And, on Unrwa s ad- 
vice, the UN Development Pro- 
gramme Is to construct a 25-unlt 
commercial and workshop centra 


school. 

The Inhabitants of the Canada 
quarter are now anxious to have 
all the phases of the settlement 
completed. They want to come 
back to Gaza. 






?19708. By way of compensation, 
.[they provided plots of land for the 
. Refugees on which they built new 
[homes at their own expense. 

Unrwa. the United Nations Re- 
lief and Works Agency for Pales- 
tine Refugees, provides education, 
fnealth and relief services to the 
Ire9l8tered refugees of the Gaza 
Istrip. No matter where they live In 
phe Strip — in oamps, towns, vlll- 


5 companies had no change In their share values. 

*”*!?? wer-tho-counter markot, more than 208.000 sharw 
were handled at a markot value of JD 76.000. 

inretSSSJH r ?P ufc J r ! ,,urk «* wuu distrihutad among the see- 
tors according to tho following porconluyos: 


|.5f '••• . | 



Israeli detained.for distributing leaflets 




J^ges or housing projeots — their 
Hiatus as refugees and their ellgl- 
SB|ll)y for services la unaffected. 
Spcure In this knowledge, re- 
|wgees who could afford It were 
encouraged to built new houses In 
Erase housing projects. At 
Bgrasent, around 40,000 of the 
jPdp.OOO Palestine refugees In the 
rGaza Strip have moved to such 
ifhoMaing projects. On' average, It 
{'.has cost them $30,000 each to 
libulld their new homes. 


Sectors 

Market 

Last week’s 


share 

share 

Banks 

Industry 

Services 

Insurance 

20. 1 % 
73.6% 
t.2% 
6.1% 

33.1V 

21.2% 

2.8% 

42.0% 


Prominent firms whose shares were traded by Biclaf 

Banks (out of 1 7 traded) 8har* Share 

of market 



m- 



• An Israeli citizen by the name of John Michael belonging to a 
□roup called “Membership for Band" staged a demonstration 
alone at the Bab At Amoud area In Jerusalem during which he 
distributed leaflets and raised a flag representing all the nations 
of the world. In the leaflets he wrote that he wished to see all 
nations united Into one nation and called for the destruction of 
all nuclear weapons. The leaflets also addressed the Pales- 
tinians saying "You Palestinians are great, and l hope that the 
sun of freedom will rise high above your land. 


Abdul Hamid El Nawalheh. 


Before parting, they arrange the 
next meeting. Visiting hls children 
In the Canada quarter would mean 
a $150 crossing fee apart from 
other expenses and the long proc- 
edures through which he would 
have to go. 


1- Arab Bank 

2- Bnnk of Jordan 


Share 
of sector 

33 a% 
20.9% 


Industrials (out of 23 traded) 

1- Jordan Silver 
Chemicala 

2- National Steel 
Industry 

3- Arab Aluminium 
Industry 

e” fJ a J? dln Industries 
o- Medium Petrochemical 
Industries 


*U ! Snm« ficinn rafi in ami live In the ' Four years went by before the 
'•Canada quaHef Named after the dream of raturnateried totawna 

Canadian contingent of the UN, to 

?ssrsatet'= s STtSSk 

l&^fh^Gaza'strfp tSfftlS? SI- SKAlSfc! 


stay in the Gaza Strip during the 
weak and they will return to the 
Egyptian side on weekends. When ■ 
they have built a basic dwelling of 
some 40 square metres, compris- 
ing about three rooms with a bath- 
room and a kitchen, they will ba 
allowed to bring their families back 

Unrwa welcomes the settlement 
reached between the two govern- 
ments. although the total financial 
aid in cash and In kind, amounts 


The Jewish employees at the Jerusalem municipality detained 
.the man claiming that he was distributing leaflets which could 
‘litter the streets and harm the Image of the city'. 


Sharon reports 'threats' to Israeli Induet ry 


33.8% 

19.6% 


phot In the Gaza Strip but In the Sl- 
‘nsd desert while It was still under 
|Sirjaell occupation. 

VpThe refugees' current problem 
Jgilrted In 1979 when Israel and 


to only half the cost of byllding a 
new home. For Its part, the 


year from 'the day of: signing the 
agreement. • y 


to Gaza, under Phase Hi of the 


• In a lecture at the Commercial and Industrial Club |n Tel Aviv 
Israeli, Minister of Industry and Trade (Ariel 8havpn said that the 
Israeli economy Is critically threatened by the industrial develop- 
ment in the occupied territories. He demanded that an official 
government meeting should be held to discuss the issue. He ar- 
gued that the Industrial sector In the occupy territories 
receives substantial aid from the Arab countries and this will ad- 
versely affect the Israeli industry. . 


Unrwa' help' continues 


Israeli arms dealers jn 'Chad 


18.9% 

9.4% 

8 . 5 % 


Irted In 1979 when Israel and Egypt wou |d give every family 
Jypt signed the Camp David Ac- $8 000 compensation for the 
m, under which Israel , agreed or dn B rtv they would leave behind. 

ifnillkiJR.'... .11 _ ui u^wi . iL n Anal At 


Unrwa has accepted a contlhu-, 
Ing responsibility for The stranded 
refugees. Two schools and a olinic 


Services (out of 4 traded) 

1- National Maritime 
Lines 


eswus, unoer wnicn isr&ei. ayreou Dropert y they wouiq leave and a olinic 

sf£ hd i ra l SnS estimated that, the coat of ™ u B“ s J^ en cy eduo^loh and. 
f# 8 ?-, Acodrdlnsly, In April ISM., : p reparinB the -plots of.land raa- "a fun y i amcJ)g the re- 

tg.-..W5™» w | . t>"dar. ^aaa £ rv £ d for the returnlnfl^fugees In lift behind, aupervlaed by 

i&i«lui 8he ? '■ and mu 6 , I„ ,0 *hfl Tel El Sultan Housing Project j-pi^lbdlc-. visits fronV merhbers of 
Ivgslestlne refugees living In. the nnorfor in Rafah area, ehd laying kaaiih onri aducat on deoart- 


• An Israeli military correspondent slated that Israeli arms deal- 
ers! Including the well-known arms trader and reserve army gen- 
eral Ablgdor Bln Gal, have lately made a secret visit to Chad in 
an attempt to arrange for an arms deal with Chadian officials.. 


68.9% 


insurance (out of 7 traded) 
‘1- Jordan French ' 

. . Insurance Co. 


• * |,f 1 iJ'il. 161 Cl OUHHil . 1 luyoii ih : '‘7’. DBrlOCIC. VlgllB HUPit. 7' 

jfWlestlne refugees living Jn the Quarter | n R a f a h area,. ’ehd raying hea j(h arid education depart- 

the infrastructure, would come. to - .|J]| nt g' 0 f the Gaza Field O^' A 
lyfyi. 6 Egyptian side. The tWo gov . - _ | jj ar g(jm . relief team crosses the ‘border 

lu.efhmenta ; agreed to. .resolve ; this : ^ • .... ■ , . Lverv two months to : distribute. 

fciRroblem In hHateral. negotiations at • , ' , . food ratlohS and give other assls- 

it^^terdate. . - , ■; EveiV Week. starting on:16 April • tance to the Inhabitants of the Ca- 

■J'" •. : w , 1986, :26 heads of refugee faml- nada quarter.. ; 

’H' ■ Famllldfc 4pllt ; " lies were brought to the Gaza . ; .■."'•■ . n fho 

•!. j- 1 . :• •' strip on orie-day. tours. The plots. The - Agency .has rtade Ois 

fivAbdul Hamid Nawalheh sqw hi *1 0 f land reserved ifo^them werp all- necessary, arrangements tq rein; 


61.1% 


WEEKLY AVERAGE 


Israeli ship attacked by sharks 


f later date. 


imlly spilt as t 
|12 famlliei.whb 


lamiiies .wno naa.ineir oriQingS Wiin me ieraon j»w«MW'i 

ft the Canada quarter In iorder . to. ties,, may returned. to the Egyptian 

(Apn hla 'Anlii.n ai A^ lrtAAAa hfi ..!iijJ L.W. hIa name Aau On Vn UD J 


bates 
8-1 

*■ >3 % -.5%.' 

. -1.6% 
>.7% 

: -+^1% +1.1% 

Total : 


Banks, Insurance Services Industries. AvefM*> 


-. 5 % • 
-1.6% 
-.7% 


+ 1.0% 
•f 1.1% 
-.4% 
“ 1 . 1 % 


+ 2.7% 

-. 6 % 

+ . 1 % 

-1.9% 


ylngin thb' badk room bf hls shop cfl n 
jimlShed wljh a, bed, ;a : cupboard- • 1 Wi 
hq-'- e Wiwa0h box: i HlS ' son , 

paser. .& ■ mshuaF labouref, "rev.." • , 

(tSInecfc wlth. vhts- family,. Th- the ;> . 

tni 10'a -1*4 . il-. U. .. .(a# -aa ' 


uu iiiw V"; N "T I r j 

I was completed. 


The ' Agency .hais irlade the 
necessary arrangements to . rein? 
tegr'ate Jhe refugees into Its regu- 
lar facilities: plqce? are reaerved ■ 
for all returning refugee children in 
Unrwa ■ schools;. < : .the., healfh .aer- 
v'lcsa ; In the. Rafah afea.; w«.‘. be 
reinforced, and , the maternal, ohllq 


• An Israeli ship was reportedly attacked by a number , of 
sharks while II waa returning to the port bf Haifa from Argentina, 
loaded With frozen meats. Three Israeli mariners on board the 
ship which belongs to the Teeem company were killed 
1 olhei;e were mlSBlng while the carrier Itself received some minor 
'.damages. . ' 


i/. • and ! school "-health'.' tqams . iare 
" standing -by .. to . examine VDimd 

' ohlldren' and. treat any;.probiems 




Authorities search press establishment f 

• Israeli authQrltiee. lately stornled Into Al 
1 1 thR'WnBt Bank and carried out extensive. checks throughout the 
' A law nurnbar o( books; and prlrtlnfl rnalerWa 

. ; ; wdre confiscated arid the owner. Mr Jamal lernall- waB cletained, 

'M ; , ; Extremists thrdw bomb et Arab house ' ■ ! 

1 ’ ; V Extremist Jewq reportedly, tlirew a burning borhb last Monday 
! at an Arab-house near Al ]brah.lml moaque In the old ojty of Hpr 
. broh. the bomb exploded inalda the House and bprnt most of the 
: V ^ furniture.! blit no' casualties were report ed. , . ; 
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Will ‘Terror’ Tyson become 
one of the greats? 








STAR FEATURES {£ 

Bringing Arts Worldwide to British audiences 


ys.-ii'-Tvi 







Mike Tyson 


Joe Louis 



>£ By Robert del Qularo 

LONDON — Needing no language, 
‘-'music of one culture can move lls- 
‘.teners In- another. But unless 
’'.there's money to be made, It often 
needs a lot of help to reach across 
the gap. 

Helping more than most Is ArtB 
'Worldwide, a unique non-profit 
company. 


tus to maintain contact and lolnt 
music-making on their return to 
Canada, where they have since 
held multi-tribal gatherings. 

When three Sudanese musi- 
cians, Abdel Aziz el Mubarak, Ab- 
del Gadir Salim and Mohammed 
Gubara, visited Britain' this year, 
with them came Dr Mahl Ismail, a 
leading expert on Sudanese mu- 
elc, who was able to make contact 


Mohammed All 


sasistss, 

SSSSri 

exaggerates of coursa Rninn and "® s * 1 ' n 1 0 wrists to cut mately, don t give me heloht and 

by the 20-year-ord iu V e n »G h^rt who rUBhed hlm L each - 3 |ve me a guy X cSn 

lum turned toxlng champlon^no 83ber S,fl8hea and 8Win 9 8 ' f,flht ' And ^ «« flghr 

wt® , £f n "V 1 * run OV0r by a A J 8^eater than Louis or Despite his bulk, Tyson Is prob- 

SS Jo duote on® of his arts- Marc,ano? ably the fastest hsavVweight pm- 

te ?t L^k P h^Ph 3 i SI*** by a 8ln9le Louie, the "Brown Bomber" Cb £ r ® ,nce AI1 - dropping opponents 
the f2ihi t m6 T» ll 0 ? eeoonds Into was champion from 1937 i 0 1949 'f 1 ?* dazzl| ng clusters of lefts and 
ZAJITJ f0 ™! dab,e defending his title a record^ 25 S h * a *0 the head and body Uke 

oonSSive victorle^ 00 26™ hS hE e8 i ,ri w ? are0r record of 71 fig 5 . Mct h0 "[?e ta Sht? e H P Unch on !m " 

mm 


to H denSl t < 5 h e 1 L ,han t t ! fe0 round s 
Worjd I bSSbSSS vereton oil 

so n n e h, n , d HrtriEZ ?yl 

5bot from Obscurity to 

fame in leSs.than a year: at the 
beginning of 1SS5, fndeed, he was 
2S?« 0V0r, r ooo^Werad.a contender 
f ? r . a 80rfes of elimfnatlon bouta to 
hnd a new. undisputed champion. 


end champion to retire undefeat- ho W , er ' , 80id u former light- 
ed, following Gene Tunnev In ~* av Y w . e, £ h t champion Joae Tbr- 

Louis. 8 Marciano^hd^jr were *the uj^h 00 8 iii°h Xt ,ask ' P r °bably In 
Qiams of their: generalUroth- Bovinn W a be ° take on World 

Ore, fine, boxers, like Ezz'ard Char- „pjJ saocla jlon charn Pion 

' Floyd Patterson and more: ■fflB ?Sf c [ uah ^ Smith - 00 a 
Ware., ™S2 ' 

■ Wh ch BlflO iQ holrl h.. 1-.' "... 


B0 h S fl fll ^d IS h ti' d b y ,nterna »onal 
ni? Q S fl oS 0rat, ° n . champion Mi- 


*• i ^ in London, It puts out feelers to 

[ '“*& % • iBbthe, Third World and brings to Bri- 

L ! -Jfesin musicians and dancers barely . 

f : - outside their countries who 

not otherwise afford. the trip. 

[ Since 1082, when Arts World- 

Prince Mohammad present© a orizn to n flnou< i * t r wide's Anne Hunt Introducwl the 
Jordanian chess champion 8 Pr ' Z6 *° Renawl ’ ,h f WST&* 525#"K 

■ £ brought groups from Rajasthan, 

League finals for tomorrow l.. : Ball ("dancers whom the tourists 

f don’t see," Hunt said), Korea (the 
• The Addlftaln nnrf ai p a ;„ a u * ,u .. . f ■ Samul Norl rural drummers), Zim- 

morrow 16 Januar^f iho A ,00, , bal1 teams will lock horns ot babwe (mblra players), Venezuela 
finals to slgna?“he y end o? ATMnmi« e T at i2 n M , 1 8tadlu, I l ^E-lthe singer Marla Rodriguez), Mali 
Last Friday the two iRnml ^a^ m ^ Z ,. footbail laa 9 ue for M' husband-and-wife singers . Ous- 
rnoay, me two teams drew 1-1 after a very thrilling match t mene Sacko and Yiakare Dlabate) 

Jubilee tournament p and elsewhere 

r : Most recent visitors were north 

San«^ 9 » 

o?caIS n o a ( Ts n Llv°ar1ubr 0 by ' h8 ° f Jordan o^| ^ 

.o?L M ? Ja, L d,8CU8a ed the possibilities of holdina thp umtal professional woman player of the 
BST. 10 be P'ayod. These will Invoke all AraS unlvSffii multl-stringed sarangl. Is the 
memb9ra of the Arab Universities' Union Numenust- daughter of Pandit Ramnarayan, 

v 33 h ^ ffisfS 11 of 8 ' Hlal^r J^ ivoral| l e8 -*ho ’ liSriS^Si , ac *? 0 ^l©dO^ ma8ter of thla 

have tern formfiri JWff t . ,on and o,h0r sports seden| ancient Instrument. 

ed to help In holding the tournament. ' • p The two young British women 

ImoortanrA rtf .. ... ' if behind Arts Worldwide aim to pro- 

imponanc© of 8COutlng activities mote more than just concerts. 

► Engineer Denh ai Sf.' When the company organized a 

Jaba Governorate r0 ° °. r , of location in the Ms- 1 tour by Canadian Indian tribal per- 

hittee of mris^uW^ a meelin fl hQ ld by the local com- formere, a group of about two 

tfadaba. The ^repinr^,! 3 ?^ 8 . 8 ;?^ 013 ,n 1,10 various school? iip- dozen arrived, many of whom had 


From a nest of basement rooms with musicologists In Europe. 
London, It puts out feelers to Education is an Important el- 


...o lwo reams arew l-i after a very thrilling match 

Jubilee tournament 

dan D ha1f^^ president of the University of j<* 

ties Tournament to SXSfP f° m r? ,,,0e of the Arab Unlver* 

occaSTonff 2Mubt 9 . by th ® UniveraHy of Jordan onft} 

games^flf'be 1 ola verf d Thf » p088ib,,| f i0a of holdina the various 
Which are SLS3A Tu h0S . e ?? lnvo,ve a| l Arab unlverSte 

Lvi h ^"^e°J ,5'^ ,^Vn° 0 n ^no^n^r' 8 

Importance of scouting activities 

daba n §5vernora1e hI,'^S 8 H dIr0Ctor of education in the Ma- 
mittee of girls ouldes nnH h r0d a meelln 9 hQ W by the local com- 
Madaba «» various school?* 


recently Holmes 
flllsre-fn 


■ Tyson, rescued, at the age of 13 r ! e f 0rat| on champion Mi- 

JJ® 1 ] 8 rei %™. Institution by boxing 2S? h ® p nks ' 8 jQht-heavywelght 
pu^Cua D'Amato, already Is be? Smith ^ ^ mo !S d U P a division. ; 
Jng. spoken.of as the giant of the »i?IrLW 0r J hte month was the 
-.current asnemtinn < stand-in who dentmuaw \mda 


Wt? 1 " Champion.- tog. spoken of as \h6 giant ^ith earlier this mbnth wahthe '■ 
bv Jiinlf e hnu/ lOCk0ut8 - n fights corrent generation. The former ^ an d-ln" who destroyed WBA 
Wot&S %£? KST L^Hv’rtced pro- New York street hoodlum hadX [f^Pton TIm Witherspoon InTess ' 

.SM* o f crush. nfl on?; 




gat 

With them," 
to be a a £ £ J^ on , ma y turn out 
Wait aSd 9 aoi 0h . am R ion ‘ b Mt let's. 
IS 3 ?lf 00 V, L^less ia - mart .- 




irs ■ Boms, day. . D'Amato .7- 3O0 ' . Lawless Is man- - 

a of Floyd'.. Patterson, the haft °L m 8 [l k Druno/arguebly the ' 

ua - : Pilous youngest chamnirv.^ J ft 881 - British .''heavyweight Aikhf 1 , 




^t!?roa ts W cl^b^VKe '' 
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likened by iome 


Marciano and Mohamm ad.AI! 

j? 9 ®® three fS the great- 
Sw^M^^th-duob; .opinion Is 


S'- 


scouting acaiviteTwhtotfrn m* il is nacessiJr y to support Itefe never met until they boarded the 

edure^n^l^'n^d™! ,0 LondOT - 

a peopio, k, i^| Q g five (h em a strong Impe- 

Chess tournament ^ 

among^he ^omr^un^ ° n to or fl aniz0 o choss tournsmwK 

the holidays *0# the first 8emoSSir“ , niiM r ? lin un,V0ra,tl8s 
formed on Informst S S™?? ? r \P- ,n ° ta l committees are bflhll" 

co-ordinate matters among lhe par^ aflpsclfi iW' 

1 1 ve c^mfttoe Q f or^ cheas 8 at ?h i b n ,? ha,nn nn of the admlnisl*-; ; 

^•UnK^n^liiy h^53j^i»Sp^i , 53TaSnS!iij!S5? n ^|- 

Universities to organize games tournamejM 


ament of the company' work. Visit- 
ing groups go to local schools 
where children can ask questions 
and play along with the musicians, 
prepared In advance by teaching 
packs and cassettes. 

More teachers are expected to 
become Involved In such ventures 
now that Britain’s new General 
Certificate of Secondary Educa- 
tion is to include a course on world 
music. 

Dozens of cultures from abroad 
are represented In Britain and Arts 
Worldwide tries to give communi- 
ties here the opportunity to meet 
visiting performers from their 
countries of origin. 

The company tries to avoid for- 
mal theatres — a raised stage 
facing rows of fixed seats with no 
scope for the audiancq to move 
about — in favour of more relaxed 
sessions where performers and 
spectators can mix, eat and drink. 

Hunt and her partner, Mary Far- 
qusharson, both professional arts 
administrators, reject the term 
"ethnic" as patronizing. They fos- 
ter what they call "music from out- 
side the influence of the Western 
classical tradition." 

They bring to Britain groups 
(hey have heard In concert In their 
own countries or have heard In re- 
cordings and have been recom- 
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mended by the company's inter- 
national network of musical advis- 
ers. 

This Involves not only flying to 
foreign capitals but also bone- 
-shaklng drives along rural roads 
to hear bands who gdt no atten- 
tion from big promoters. 

The company recently launched 
its own record label , World Circuit, 
giving some groups their first 
chance to make a commercial re- 
cord. 

Marla Rodriguez, the Sudanese 
musicians and Klshori Amonkar 
are expected to be among the first 
to have discs and cassettes rel- 
eased. 

The recordings should help pro- 
vide hard-currency royalties for 
Third World artists, often victims 
of pirate recordings which are illi- 
citly copied and widely distributed, 
with no Income reaching the art- 
ists. 

Piracy has become so common- 
plance that shoppers In Dakar. 
Senegal, for example, find market 
stalls plied high with pirate casset- 
tes of muslo by such West African 
favourites as Youssou N'dour, Les 
Quatre Etoiles and Tshala Muana, 

Only one stall offers tapes of 
good quality, produced by the 
company that made the original 
recordings and pays the musi- 
cians. 

Arts Worldwide's 1986-87- sea- 
. son is Its busiest yet. Among the 
j visitors lined up are flautiBt Phillb- . 
} . ert "Rakotafra" Rabezaza and 
- other musicians from Madagascar, 

. the Shlratl Jazz players from Ke- 
1 nya (with Dr Washington Omonal, 
who Is setting up the Kenyan 
Academy of Music) and Syrian 
3 singer Sabah Fakhrl. 

[ In March, the company will bring 
. the Yang Feng troupe of pup- 
peteers and musicians from Fujian 
in south-east China, who will per- 
form in a tent as part of a Chinese 
'■ street specially set up Inside the 
' Roundhouse arts centre In north 
London. 

The troupe's appearance. Is 
planned ,as part of a festival of the 
Chinese community In Britain with 
the Roundhouse, a huge circular 
building that once housed railway 
locomotives, as the focus. 

The 1987-8 season, already 
taking shape, will include south In- 
dian classical dancers andjaerfor- 
mers from Trinidad and Tobago, 
Qfiana, .Morocco and Puerto Rico. 

. Arte Worldwide' s greatest frus- 
tration- fs shortage of funds Most 
of its finance comes from the Bri- 
tish gbyernnient's Arts Council 
and from the London borough of ■ 
Camden, where ' ■ the company ; 
stages most of Its London events. 

’ Some foreign governments and 
■ airlines help when their -nationals 

are Involved, though, this qld varies. 

, widely. -The main difficulty: is per- 
suading.' .potential • commercial 
. sponsors to' lohd a hand.. 

: ; “Manyiee the Third World as. 
bad for their Image,, said Hunt, 

. who has a degree in classical mu- 
Sic. ‘They don't like to be asso r 
- olated with ouf kind Of performer. 
They Want safe, malnstream arl 
: .r- grand opera, established Eu- 

• tbpeari'paintlng, . ‘ ; 

•' ' Llke^many, blaOk and.Asiampep- 
. pie In Britain., the Arts- Worldwide 

• partners Suspect companies are 
•I' 1 wary of' ■ anything they believe 

'does pot appeal to the whlte.ms- 
■jorlty . which ;ls seen as having the 
purchasing, -clout —.. Com pass 
, Newsfebturps^ : -.f 



Indian classical singer Klshori Amonkar, brought to 
Britain, by Arts Worldwide 

Rai rises in the West 
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By Graeme Ewens p 

c 

LONDON — The strict Islamic F 
culture of Algeria has been shaken 
recently by a vibrant, rebel ious 
pop music, which talks openly, of 
sex. alcohol and other. Vulgar * 
Western preoccupations. , 

j 

Known as 'Ral' (opinion), the < 
music has become extremely po- 
pular with young Algerians ’at | 
home and In the Immigrant regions 
of Europe, particularly Paris, | 
where sophisticated recording 
techniques have lifted a previously • 
ethnocentric music Into the Inter- 
national spotlight. 

From its roots In: Bedouin oral 
tradition and the secular 'Shaabl' 
music of the 1930s. Ral has come 
of age In those - cabarets and 
nightclubs that exist -In- - some 
parts of the Arab world and in eth- 
nic. communities In Western Eu- 
■ rope! . 

; While the Arabic lyrics have gra- 
dually been adapted to Suit a more 
..homogeneous ; youth culture, so 
too has the muSic evolved through 
the Influence of disco, reggae and 
International pop. With traditional 
Instruments giving way to electric 
guitars and synthesisers. '’ >; 

Previously available . Iq | Algeria 
on cassette only; Ral records noto 
sell well In Holland, Germany and. 

: Scpndlnavla 'as. well >as. In .Parle, 

*■ Rat's capital: ■ 

; : A. six-track album, 'Hade, Ray- 
koum,' by Shab Khaled,. the 'King, 
of Ral, 1 has recently been released 
. in ' Britain .following, Its successful 

i debut oh the Europeah'Cqntlnent. 

! r Other; .top ' stare Include Shab 
} Miami, Shab Hamid, Shab Sahaoui 
‘ and the group Ralna Ral. ; “Shab;' ' 

1 ' the name moat Ral singers adopt, 

i- , meads "bpy" ' — in cpritrast with 

i ' 'the .respectful title "Sheikh" ric*-. 
• ;■ pordsd iq. sIpgarB of earll^r gen- 
*; ■ era lion 8, ■- • • . ■ Vv' 1 Xsr-''>- X'\ 

J'V- ’ in spite of orthodox ipppdeltipn 
.!tqthi$ openly contrcvarstal muilc. 


powerful sectors of the Alger[an 
community are actively promoting 
Ral as an exportable commodity. 

Big festivals In Oran end Al- 
giers and In France have given 
prominence to Rai artists. But 
there also has been official pres- 
sure on musicians to moderate the 
sensuality and irreverence of their, 
compositions. 

This ambivalence has resulted - 
In the figurehead, .24-year-old 
Shab Khaled. being effectively 
banned at a crucial point In his 
career. 

Last year Khaled won top ho- 
nours at an official Ral festival In 
Oran. Now his fans say he has 
been drafted Into the army and 
denied a passport, - 
While appearing to revel in his 
rebelliousness. Khaled’ s troubles 
have been caused by his frank lyr- 
ics, delivered against sensuous, 
revolving rhythms which combine 
the eroticism of a belly dance with 
the trance inducement of dervish 
. music. . ; 

Such, statements as "Beer la 
Arab,- whisky is European T and, 
"Hey mama, your daughter, aha 
wants me" do riot gq down well 
with traditional Muslims.. 

In Khalad'a absence; Shab 
Maml Is filling the gap. Now based ■ 
In Paris, Maml, although lass con- 
troversial, is an admirer of Khaled. 
He' claims that while some singers 
are. more outrageous than.othersi 
. there ' 1$ an underlying • morality 
I. which Bhould hol'be overlooked In 
| , the rush to strip, away taboos. , ■ 

: ■ Rejecting the streetwise etartcq 
.of Khaled. Maml effect^ a suaye, 

\ debonair image which will; gain 
' more approval. ,Yet : presumably 
he, too, will soon be eligible for mir 
• lltary service, leaving tne . stage of 
i - even younger and more progress 
^ We' Bhabs — - Compass News, 
features. / . 


Gradme Ewbna is a. speclaiWt' 
writer on African music. j 
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By Frida Mclanat * 

Special to The Star 

A COMMUNITY development 
project to permit income -genera t- 
mg activities for disadvantaged 
women in both urban and rural 
sectors is being put into effect by 
• ine Noor Al-Hussein Foundation. 

• The idea of- this project is to 
allow women in rural areas, and of 
low income to be. given the chance 
to contribute to the development 
or nor society and home. 

NaUrt 'k ea ?! ,he PWct wag ini- 

Nnnr d u ^ y H ? r Maiesty Queen 
Noor. when, at a UN Fund for Po- 
pulation Activities (UNFPA) confer- 
ence hold in Mexico in 1984 . H^r 
!h? S' y c J e, ' vered a speech about 
in th« P mi anCe o/ living women 
JLjJj 9 7 ,a " a Q em enl and develop. 
J^ent of the local society" said 
Mrs. l,, am Mufti, Director General 

in a h or«S? r - ^'“, Hussein Foundation 
January SS u ° nfQrence held on 1 1 

,‘A representative from the 
. .. UNFPA visited Jordan and con- 
cluded that such a project was In- 
• deed necessary in this country." ■ 

nw?DA pr0 ^ ct . Is ,lnancad by the 
UNFPA and implemented in co- 

ordinat'on with The International 
Labour Organization (ILO) who will 
provide _ technical support and 
training through its Geneva- 
based -Labour and Population 
team for the Middle East and the 
Mediterranean The Ministry of 

Jr^ 0L !u a . n * d . s °o<al Development 

S I of Plannin 9. and 

Ii? ?,? ernl federation of Jorda- 
nian Women (GFJW) will also work 
on a voluntary basis and provide 

S£ tne T 9 ! ing k r s and ° thBr 

facilities. The Noor Al-Husseln 
Foundation itself will be the super- 


vising, guiding and supporting 
party. 

The project deals with four dif- 
ferent fields: education, childhood 
family and culture. Educational 
programmes include post-grad- 
uate scholarships. Paining coui- 
ses and centres for talented chil- 
dren. Childrens programmes in- 
clude the S.OS. village, kindergar- 
tens and other new projects that 
are being implemented in co- 
operation with the Education Fa- 
culty at Jordan and Yarmouk univ- 
ersities. Family programmes aim 
at developing the rural areas, en- 
couraging traditional crafts and 
helping the integration of women 
in National Development. Cultural 
programmes include the Jerash 
Festival, opening new music cen- 
tres for the gifted and other fu- 
ture projects the Foundation aims 
for. 


The importance of the project 
lies in the fact that it is the first of 
its kind to be executed in co-ordi- 
nation with governmental and non- 
governmental agencies," stated 
Mrs. Salwa Al-Masri. Director of 
the project for training program- 
mes for women, in community 

-anS ?h l r i r nt i * a, ] d man agement. 
and the first to be executed on a 

national level. "She added that the 

900mh W m a budQet of abou ‘ 
Thi 0, . f D ‘ aims nt extending 

nL? ie , oi w ° men in the cfevelop- 
EJ? of society and increasing 
their participation In the family in- 
fj?™ 0 ^sources. Towards fulfilling 
these alms, tha following com- 
ponents have been put into force: 
— Training for leaders of the 

riw!» ■ ? Programme develop- 
ment, implementation, and man- 

^c n L?? otal of 24 members of 
the GFJW from fifferent governo- 


'ciit-b wm no iraiiuid fnj a ji.-nod , ,t 

two md Imlf week:;. The:*- mem- 

bois will be the regional , A ,. IIKil . 

natoks in their governor.} to:; and 
will ohuose the piopor pioior.ts 
and provide training and support. 

Training of dovHopnient woi- 
. keis; «i minimum of 50 loo.tlly- 
basei.l development workuis will 
bo trained for various projn. ts. 
Ti .lining periods will vary ncer tid- 
ing to the neuds of c«.>mmuiulv 
women mid comnuinity worker!; ,i| 
the piojecl sites. 

— Implementation of pilot 

in each governorate to provi.to 
disadvantaged women with train- 
ing in family life and incoino - 
generating skills and lectures on 
neatth, nutrition and child care. 
Participants In each silo will not 
exceed 50 and will be chosen in 
view of age. education level and 
• In .„ !| 0st - 'ncome-generating skills 
will be provided following a study 

, r^ark0, needs . prices and - 
distribution channels. 

„ J his PfOject." Mrs Mufti said ' 
will eventually strengthen the 
corporative structure of the GFJW 
through training members of the 
associations who will participate in 

ihMi.£ 0,eCt 0r \ ^eloping their 
abilities as project leaders and 

managers and increasing the role 

o wnmfl? t,0n in the devel °pment 

of women s programmes." 

. ,I hi f, working group, together 
XJh 10 ? FJV y memb ers, have 

undertaking the projects 
preliminary stages of selecting the 
women leaders at the govlrno! 
rates, studying the local needs 

Si" 9 t . raini '] 9 and thB choicB 

suS craf , ts - choosing the 

wouto h« rh mUni ‘. V Women wh0 
would be the potential trainees 

and preparing the necessary mo- 
dules and material. 

In addition they wifi undertake 
the responsibility of following up 

°he e U sTah lkhmL 0C t tS, ( and initiat)n 9 
sites eSta ° Shmen ° new pro * ect 


... - awyemu - sues, 1 

«amir Dakkak ‘Director of Sales of they^ 


K Slar) ~ Mr Samir Oak- 
be £ n award0 d the highest 

Yea? U iasR D i r0O !S r °i Sales of th0 “ 
Year 1986 for Marriott Hotels in 

Europe the Middle East and 
hnVflla" Ma ?° !t hSS m0rB than 1 50 
w or khv I da. d rBS ° ,ta in op9ratl °" 

htah2? BnB u ,his sales team to >be 
n=vtf S i! ach,6vem ants in 1986. Mr 
Dakkak has continuously been re- 

his successful sales 

be,n fl named outstanding 
salesperson of the year In 1985 
as well as for the quarter in 1985 



Mr Samir Dakkak and his sales team 


Holiday Inn 

celebrates 

Arbor Day 


AMMAN (Star) — . Tho u n iui n i 
of the municipality of Amman ^ W j» n A 'T 1 !? tbe co "°peration 
planting trees on the ersn ce ' 0 b ra t 0 Arbor Day by 
Wadi Saqra Street And 1® !,? lhe Holida V I™ and 
!nn, Amman together with the heeri 9 ri^ en * 0f the Ho,ic,a y 
municipality will celebrate head de P ar tment of Amman 
beautifying -'Green Amman- LT aS, ° n w,th th ® slogan of 
Al Rawabdeh. - as termed by Mr Abdul Raouf 
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AMMAN (Star) — A competent 
economist, a man who has dedi- 
cated his efforts to assist the 
nation, a man highly active in hu- 
manitarian issues and effective In 
his concern for human values, 
science, technology, and world 
peace. 

It was for this purpose that the 
Economic magazine, ’At Inmaa Al 
Arabl" (Arab Development) chose 
His Royal Highness "Prince 
Hassan Bln Talal, 'Man of the 
year' lor the year 1987 and fea- 
tured this In Its special Issue for 
January. 

In analyzing Crown Prince 
HaBsan's economic capacity, the 


magazine spoke of his great con- 
tribution in setting development 
schemes, the supervision ol 
these, and the raising of the level 
of the country's economic growth 
and Its resistance tc> the effects of 
the weakening world economy, an 
achievement, the magazine sug- 
gests. which could not have been 
reached without sound planning 
and deeply-studied decisions. 

The role of Crown Prince 
Hassan in bringing attention to 
and assisting the victims of 
drought and hunger in Sudan is 
further underlined by the maga- 
zine. Prince Hassan's role here, 
the 'magazine says, could only 


have emerged from a noble man, 
altruistic In his outlooks, and truly 
dedicated in his services to hu- 
manity. 

In presenting a summary of 
Prince Hassan's prominent activi- 
ties and deeds, the magazine fo- 
cuses on his initiation of several 
organizations, one of which iB the 
Arab Thought Forum, which en- 

B 'lseif in the challenges con- 
the Arab nation in the 
areas of thought, development 
and culture. This was the first in- 
stitution of its kind in the Arab 
world In which various leaders of 
various minds get together to dis- 


cuss Hie problems facing the 
nation. 

In line with this, the magazine 
mentions the yearly conference of 
the Royal Academy for the Stu- 
dies of Islamic Civilization, the Al 
Albeit Establishment, which Crown 
Prince Hassan heads. The confer- 
ence is directed at tackling the 
challenges confronting Islamic law 
and Islamic society. 

The magazine's coverage of 
Crown Prince Hassan also in- 
cludes his literary contributions, 
some In the form of articles while 
others include the books he has 
written. 



The cover of the Economic 
Magazine featuring HRH 
Crown Prince Has&an aa 
‘Man of the Year’. 
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LAST YEAR ABC television made 
two great rediscoveries: Cybill 
Shepherd and the comedic battle 
of the sexes. The detective series 
"Moonlighting" is a serendipitous 
combination of both comedienne 
and concept. Wacky, madcap, gla- 
morous and sultry, Shepherd al- 
ternates sharp repartee and 
come-hither looks with co-star 
Bruce Willis. Although it does 
seem puzzling that Shepherd's 
star quality could have been so 
long dismissed, there is little myst- 
ery about why ‘‘Moonlighting'' ap- 
peals to audiences. It is based on 
the long-standing tradition of tele- 
vision comedy teams. 

The classic broadcast comedy 
teams are known around the 
world, due to seemingly countless 
reruns. George Burns (still active 
In films and commercials and now 
■ in his '90s) and his late wife, Gra- 
de Allen, played television for 
years In the 1950s. They conti- 
nued their starring vaudeville and 
radio roles — he as the perplexed, 
straight-line realist, and she as 
the oddball but cheerful homebody 
with most of the funny lines. Lu- 
cille Ball and then-husband Desi 
Arnaz appeared in "I love Lucy" 
for six highly successful years 
(1961-1957), and for decades 
more in reruns. She played the 
. scatterbrained, sometimes outlan- 
dish wife of a cranky but clearly 
loving Cuban band leader. 

Playing comedy In a different 
style In that same era were Jackie 
Qleason and Audrey Meadows in 
"The HoneymoonerB," some epi- 
sodes of which have Just been re- 
discovered and re-released on 
tape. She played Alice, the hard- 
working, practical housewife, to 
Gleason's Impetuous and often 
irascible bus-driving Ralph Kram- 
den, More recently; Carroll 
O'Conner played the blue-collar 
bigot Archie Bunker opposite Jean 
Stapleton as the anxious "ding- 
bat" Edith in "All in the Family," a 
far cry from life with Lucy. 

Like Meadows and Stapleton. 
Cybill Shepherd came late to com- 
edy but was no "overnight suc- 
cess." A sought-after fashion 
model, she was "discovered" on 
the cover of 'Glamour' magazine 
nearly two decades ago by film 
director Peter Bogdanovich. He 
propelled Shepherd and her 
blonde "California girl" looks from 
modeling Into a fledgling film 
career. Debuting successfully in 
The LaBt Picture Show,’ she late 
played to bad reviews and, even 
worse, to declining public Interest. 
She changed directions, left Holly- 
wood and tried life our of the lime- 
HQht. She resumed vocal lessons 
and played regional theatre 
(usually in comedy roles) in her 
home town, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Four years later she was back In 
Hollywood, Her former agent de- 
clared her career was over, she 
tolt otherwise qnd set out to prove 



Cybill Shepherd as Maddie 
Hays In ‘Moonlighting’ 

the experts wrong. 

Shepherd Is quick to admit she 
finds her glamorous Image more a 
hindrance than a help. She finds 
people looking at her rather than 
really listening to her; they ass- 
ume that anybody that beautiful 
has to be empty-headed as well. 
Early on, Shepherd began to belle 
this Image outwardly ■— she 
dresses in old clothes and well- 
worn running shoes much of the 
time, rather than In chic couture, 
and talks with irreverent candor. 

And she delighls in the idiosyn-. 
cracies of “Moonlighting." The 
constant rapldfire, often overlap- 
ping give-and-take between She- 
pherd. as Maddie Hayes, and 
Bruce Willis, as David Addison, 
shows a sleek 1980s style that 
breaks a number of TV rules. The 
stars some times step out of 
character and talk directly with the 
audience. This breaking of the 
"fourth wall" Involves viewers 
more intimately with the character 
and / or plot development. The 
characters cross-talk, speaking 
up before the others' lines are 
complete. Just as people do In real 
life. And Shepherd not only dispels 
the typical TV image of the dumb 
blonde, she relishes the charac- 
ter's role reversal. Maddie, as 
owner-partner In tha Blue Moon 
private Investigation agency, uses 
hauteur, charm, derrlng-do. in- 
genuity and common Bense to 
keep partner David from frittering 
away the business with good ball 
schemes. 


The romantic tension between 
Shepherd's and Willis s characters 
Is vivid, funny and Immensely ap- 
pealing. It. too, has classic roots: 
Clark Gable and Claudette Colbert 
In "It Happened One Night," and 
Spencer Tracy and Katharlne- 
Hepburn in "Woman of the Year, 
were utterly believable as charac- 
ters who had little in common but 
their charm. This time Cybill She- 
pherd has found the right role, the 
right partner, the right direction. 
She always knew she would — 
Worldnet. 


By Sajid Rlzvl 

LONDON — An innovative televi- 
sion series organized by a London 
charily is to become the forum for 
an international debate on envi- 
ronmental crises and their poss- 
ible solutions. 

'Battle for the Planet', seven 
one-hour programmes and a plan- 
ned satellite link-up for a conclud- 
ing discussion, is being produced 
by the International Broadcasting 
Trust with contributions from sev- 
eral developed and developing 
countries. 

The programmes will be broad- 
cast in Britain by the independent 
Channel 4 television network from 
September 1987. 

Alongside filmed reports, the 
broadcasts will feature on-air or 
— In most developing countries, 
recorded — comments from "peo- 
ple on the ground, the lay person." 
said Ann Zammit, IBT development 
officer. 

The series will cover all'aspects 
of the deteriorating environment, 
but particularly desertification, 
reafforestation, food production, 
overpopulation, urbanization, air 
and sea pollution, according to IBT 
education officer Paul Gerhardt. 

Results ol the programme will 
be passed to the World Commis- 
sion on Environment and Develop- 
ment. chaired by Norwegian Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland. 

The commission's report on en- 
vironmental dangers and solutions, 
is scheduled to be discussed at a 
special session of the United 
Nations General Assembly in 
November 1987. 

Zammit said the core of each 
programme is a half-hour do- 
cumentary, combined with views 
of environmentalists and ordinary 
people. 

She said each participating 
nation would organize a working 
group and contribute recordings of 
its discussions, which would be In- 
| corporated into the series. 

China and four European 
nations — Sweden, Norway, 
Hungary and Portugal — have 
agreed to help make the series, 
and India, Nigeria, Senegal, Brazil, 
Greece and Canada are consid- 
ering participation. 

"We cannot afford to send our 
own TV crews to those countries. 
We would like instead to have re- 
flections of Independent debate in 
those countries, or views of ordin- 
ary people on the ground," she 
said. 

Said Gerhardt. "The series wlH 
provide an International forum for 
a debate on the causes and cures 
of environmental destruction, and 
the factors which make tor world- 
wide hunger and poverty. 

"This is the first environmental 
programme designed for a world 
audience. Most previous program- 
mes were geared to a British au- 
dience." 
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Western worker and Chinese colleague discuss desert 
reclamation through planting of windbreaks 


The trust was established after 
Britain began cutting back funds 
for development education work In 
1979. 

Originally, he said, the idea was 
to assign about five per cent of 
television time on the proposed 
Channel 4. But when Channel 4 
began transmissions, it proposed 
instead establishment of IBT as a 
charitable television production 
company. It was set up in 1982. 

IBT now produces programmes 
on a commercial basis for Channel 


4. but its operational expenses are 
covered . by British arid inter- 
national charities, educational 
trusts and donations. 

Three forthcoming IBT projects 
will focus on young viewers. Chil- 
dren's Series, commissioned by 
Channel 4, explores lifestyles of 
the young across the world, while 
the' other projects will focua on in- 
troducing children to development 
issues and Interdependence be- 
tween the North and the South — 
Compass News Features. 


Wheeling around the world 


By Hada Shamma 

Special to The Star 

MR SUN FENG'S mission began 
when he applied for a passport in 
his home country. China. His first 
two requests were refused, but he 
was finally granted his wish after 
a series of interviews. Mr Feng. 38 
was issued with a passport for the 
sole purpose of travelling around 
the world on a bicycle. 

For Mr Feng, the most difficult 
part of his long journey was over. 
The passport had been issued. 

Now in Jordan touring various 
historic sites. Mr Feng's attempt 
to travel the world Is going pretty 
smoothly. Publicity has not failed 
him and he is keeping a journal ot 
his travels filled with notes, arti- 
cles and pictures. Originally from 
Sherzehen, a city in ths Canton 
province of eastern China, Mr 
Feng recalls how he has always 
had the desire to travel the world, 
inspired by books he had read 
about various explorers. His Eng- 
lish Is fluent, so he doesn't expect 
to have much trouble communicat- 
ing on his long journey. 

In his hometown Mr Feng is a 
teacher ot the Chinese language, 
at a local school, and it was his 
hunger to learn more about other 
people, cultures and countries' 
which drove him to undertake this 
journey. Like most travellers, he 
hopes that the fruit of his travels 
will be recorded in articles and 


book which he will eventually wr- 
ite. 

And so far, so good. He has 
crossed China and Hong, through 
Thailand. Singapore and Malaysia. 
Jn Malaysia, Mr Feng became the 
first Chinese private citizen to 
enter the country since 1949. 

The next stop for the inspired 
traveller is Damascus. Mr Feng ar- 
rived in the Middle East first 
through South Yemen, cycled 
through Saudi Arabia until he 
reached Aqaba. He Is returning to 
Jordan after his visit to Syria so 
that he may' leave to Egypt via- 
Aqaba and subsequently for the 
African continent. He then plans to 
travel via ship to Istanbul and cy- 
cle into Europe, then journey on- 
ward to North and South America, 
Australia and New Zealand. 

The vehicle ol his adventures is 
a specially designed bicycle which 
he can repair himself having 
worked in a bicycle repair shop 
before entering college. Although 
he would not disclose the source 
of finance for his Journey, he did 
mention that private investors 
were Involved and that he has 
been able to reduce the cost of his 
trip by travelling by ship. For a 
person who has wished to see the 
world. Mr. Feng has. as yet, no re- 
grets. It is his iortune' to have 
been allowed to undertake ihis ad- 
venture accompanied only by a bi- 
cycle. 
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By Andy Crump 

Compass News Features 

LONDON — Ond of mankind's 
most ancient and resilient pests 
winch up to now lias survived nli 
attempts to banish it from human 
habitats, u» under throat from new 
lechnofogical developments 

The cockroach is one of the 
world's most primitive creatures, 
having existed in virtually its 
present form for millions of years. 

Cockroaches, which vaiy from 
12-50 nun in length, are black or 
brown, with shell-covered bodies 
and tong, whip-like antennae; 
they move rapidly with jerky, scut- 
tling movements. 

Most species live in tropical for- 
ests, but as man has become 
more mobile in recent centuries 
the cockroach has become an un- 
wanted travelling companion. With 
a predilection for insanitary living 
quarters and an unbridled appet- 
ite. cockroaches eat and despoil 
human food, and are suspected of 
spreading a wide range of dis- 
eases. 

Despite billions of dollars spent 
on cockroach control, the tena- 
cious insects so far have proved 
impervious to pesticides — but 
British and American scientists 
believe new techniques could en- 
able mankind to go over to the of- 
fensive. 

The insect is believed to hrive 
rone hod Europe from Africa 
aboard tho ships of the ancient 
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Greeks, and to have crossed the 
Atlantic in slave traders. In the 
past two decades the cockroach 
has benefited almost as much as 
mnnKiikd from the rapid expansion 
of air travel. Exotic species are 
appearing in hitherto unconquered 
territory, such as offshore oil rigs. 
The insect is comfortable in nearly 
nil human habitats, but particularly 
warm kitchens, bakeries, brew- 
eries and laundries. It Is nocturnal 
and avoids light. 

Cockroaches will eat almost 
anything humans do and are 
happy to feed on paper, ink and 
shoe polish, as well as each other 
if necessary. 

Their accommodation — drains, 
sewers and household trash cans 
are favourites — and unsavoury 
eating habits mean the insects 
spoil as much human food as they 
eat. 

They foul foodstuffs with their 
droppings and odour, regurgitating 
digestive juices on prospective 
meals. If conditions are favour- 
able, cockroaches will breed pro- 
WicaJly all year round, and one 
couple could produce an optimum 
20.000 descendants in a single 
year. 

Medical authorities are concern- 
ed because cockroaches carry a 
wide variety of disease-causing 
organisms. Including more than 30 
typos of harmful bacteria, viruses. 

and more than a dozen parasites 
such as protozoa, fungi and 
worms. 
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So who needs a 

By Roderick Smith ■■ Du ,i nn „ mnnHl .. ..... 


They spread the organisms that 
cause polio, typhoid, leprosy and 
many responsible for food poison- 
ing, such as salmonella. A recent 
outbreak of hepatitis in California 
was traced to cockroach infection. 

Dr Jeanne-Claude Cherman of 
the Pasteur Institute in Paris has 
discovered that African cockroa- 
ches can harbour the virus which 
causes Acquired Immune Defi- 
ciency Syndrom (AIDS), and says 
they could ‘ form a natural res- 
ervoir for the virus." 

Pesticides have, proved unsuc- 


cessful because the insects breed 
rapidly and quickly develop resis- 
tance to poisons. Eggs are simi- 
larly Impervious. 

Hopes of getting the insects 
under control have been encou- 
raged by two new techniques. Bri- 
tish scientists from the University 
of Southampton have developed a 
sophisticated cockroach trap, free 
front toxic chemicals, by synthe- 
sizing aggregate pheromone, a 
naturally-occurring chemical pro- 
duced by the Insects to attract 
each other for mating. 


Lured by a tablet of the cImm • 
cal. the cockroach walks on 0 
slanted metal grid where it . s stun ; 
nod by a small baltery-generaiwi 
olecl pig shock and falls onto th 8 ' 
sides and floor of the trap 
with a sticky inntunal which 
prevents its escape ; 

A recent lest in a British hospi.j 
lal laundry yielded 250 insects SV 
omgle trap, and further trials In' 
Australia and Zimbabwe indicate : 

' that up to 1,000 at a time a* 
possible. & 

The second technique was 
developed by US Department rjl 
Agriculture researchers in Texas 
who succeeded in creating a syn- , 
thetic neuropeptide, a chemical f 
which causes the insect's gut to 4 
contract. They believe it can be ’ 
used for control purposes by Inter; : 
faring with cockroaches' eatina 1 
habits. The USDA's Mark Holman 
told a recent meeting of the Ami ; 
erlcan Chemical Society. "We be-' ' 
lieve cockroaches will be unable lo 1 
develop resistance to a neuropep- [ 
tide-like material because it would ■ 
so closely resemble the natural > 
chemicals in their brains." 

Some experts are sceptical 
that after so many failures to com- 
bat the cockroach the new deve- 
lopments will turn the tide, but all ' 
agree that every avenue is worth 
exploring. Said Peter Bateman of : 
Britain's Pest Control Association, . 
"Cockroaches are a hell of a prob- 
lem, and quite honestly anything Is * 
worth trying." 


MOYENNE. Seychelles — Some- 
where in Brendon Gmnshaw’s 
backyard, legend has it, lies a pi- 
rate s treasure trove worth more 
than $40 million. 

Many a treasure-hunter over 
the years has tried to find it, but 
the dream of digging up 8 fortune 
m pieces of eight doesn't bother 
Grimshaw too much. 

He already has all the treasure 
he needs — his own island in a 
tropical paradise more than 1,800 
Km from the nearest continent. 

In February, former journalist 
Grim si law celebrates his silver ju- 
bilee as owner of one of the most 
exotic homes In the Indian Ocean 
tiny Moyenne, one of 112 islands 
and Islets that make up the Sey- 
chelles archipelago. 

Grimshaw 'discovered' Moy- 
enne early In 1982 when he vi- 
sited the Seychelles on his way to 
home to Britain after eight years In 
Kenya. " In those days, to get to 
■ the Seychelles you had fo sail by 
passenger liner from East Africa" 
he said fn an interview. 


■f-' - 


"During a month’s stay, be- 
tween ships, I came to realize that 
one day I would have to put down 
my own anchor, and I thought: 
Why not here? 

"Two weeks of trultless search 
however, almost made me give up. 
Then on the last day of my holi- 
day. J heard that Moyenne was for 
sale. 

"I Invited the owner to dinner. 
He said I didn't appear to be too 
bad a fellow, which meant he 
would be prepared to sell me the 
island because he didn’t think I 
would spoil it. 

"Al four minutes to midnight on 
the last day of my holiday, sitting 
under the palms on Beau Vallon 
beach on the main island of MahS 
we shook hands after agreeing a 
price — roughly CIO.OQO. 

"That was on 24 February 
1962." 3 

For the next decade. Grimshnuu 

day retreat 8 * 1 w ? y0nne as a holN 
make 1 ft before dec, dirg to 
1973 h pormanent home in 
Now, he says, he has no inten- 
tion of returning to Britain. 


pirate’s treasure trove...? 
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j "I’m not one of those people 
j who knock Britain." he said, "but 
30 years in the tropics, wearing 
■ the lightest of clothes and brea- 
thing good unpolluted air has 
, made me far too soft for the rigors 
of Europe. 

"A visit to Moyenne must surely 
convince anyone that it Is one of 
the most beautiful and peaceful 
spots. Of course, as with anything 
in life, the more you put in. the 
more you gel out." 

Less than three years ago, 
Moyenne — a 20-minute boat ride 
from the capital Victoria on the 
Seychelles' principal Island. Mahe 
— was totally undeveloped. 

Now It has pathways, a refur- 
bished Creole villa called Maison 
Moyenne, an electricity generator 
and water storage tanks. With the 
help of friend and assistant Rend 
Lafortune. Grimshaw has planted 
1,000 new coconut palms, a forest 
of 2,700 casuarina trees, and 
other tropical, trees found on 
neighbouring islands, including the 
exotic and erotic 'coco de mer.' * 

"All these development, espe- 
cially the land clearance and 
planting, required .hard 1 work." 1 
Grimshaw said, , "but the results 
are immensely satisfying." ■ ,/ 

In 1981, Grimshaw was Joined 
.by his Widower father,; Raymond/- 

-'At the. age:of 92 W flnijs Moy» 

"i ®rihe ;life . just -right '.-for. home.!', 
GHmshaW. "paid. “There's no 
chance of, hypothermia or arthritis 
. or any of. the Qther troublesome'.' 
vaitments,', r asSoolated with Eu- 
ropasn .-winters " ' y: \ 

: iljb Grime haws, and Lafortune ■ 
.spehd; some - of their eyeningi '- 
watching. Video : films,-: and every > 
weekend Lafortune taker s -boat 

^ rejoin his wife ahd two .- 

.•onlldren.-'.v • , r • , : 

' .recently opened his 


tQMrfst .Office ih Vlctb 
crpss 'ThsfpuNmlle 


Grimshaw Is delighted to play 

JKJ, f° u. he , v| s, tor s . entertaining 
hem In his Jolly Roger bar, where 

irf rnwV® . r08h theri18e,v es with 

K^. dhnk fu 0r coco_tan faken 
straight from the palm. 

"I meet a wide cross-section of 
PfOP*®." h Q said. "Royalty, stars 
of the stage and screen, sports 
people, professional men and 
women, plumbers and politicians... 
they all find their way to Moy- 
enne." 3 

The Island's resident wildlife is 
a big attraction for visitors. Moy- 
enne has many species of beauti- 
ful birds — and a family of 12 
giant tortoises aged from 1 1 to 50 
years. Moyenne is a world away 
from Grimshaw's original home In 
Industrial Yorkshire in northern 
England. 



At the age of 15 he quit Wheel- t 
wright Qraminer School in Dews- ; 
bury to work as a reporler on the ■ 
local 'Batley News.' He returned to | 
Yorkshire after military service In i 
the Middle East and worked fora r 
newspaper In Dewsbury and later ! 
‘The Star' In Sheffield. 

In 1954 he was offered the op- . 
portunlty to go to Kenya, and , 
stayed there eight years, working i 
on newspapers In Nairobi and 
Mombasa. 

He returned to Britain for a brief 
spell with Reuters news agency h ; 
Fleet Street, then moved to Tan- ■. 
zanla to become editor of the Dar- '' 
es Salaam-based national new-/- 
■spapers 'The Standard' and ‘Sun-’ : 
day News.’ . . • j 

Compass News Features ‘ I 
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Jordan Television Channel 2 Programmes from 17-23 January 
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Documentary. THE DAY THE UNIVERSE CHANGED. Sunday at 9:10 
Saturday the splendours of the Mogul artificial fro 


* 8:30 Music Box 

* 9:30 Dad's Army 

* 10:20 Feature Film, 
"Shark's Paradise", starring: 
David Reyne, Sally Tayler, and 
Ron Becks: In the Gold coast 
of Australia, an unknown rea- 
son threatens the people in a 
coastal touristic area with his 
strong control over sharks 
which can, if released, destroy 
tourism, unless he is paid five 
million dollars. 

Sunday 

* 8:30 Who's The Boss 

* 9:10 The Day The Universe 
Changed. A new documentary 
aeries; Each new scientific dis- 
covery has forced mankind to 
change many of Its most trea- 
sured beliefs. Now, writer- 
producer James Burke poses 
[his question: If past views of 
the universe were valid for their 
times, is our current view any 
better, or is It just different? 

Filmed in exotic locations 
around the world, "The Day 
Tne Universe Changed" shows 
where today's perceptions 
came from and offers a fasci- 
nating and challenging glimpse 
Where we may all be going. 

* 10:20 Murder She Wrote, 
One Good Bid." . 

Monday : 

• \8:30 No Plabe Uke Home 
. : * 9:10 Sandokan, part 3 

- ‘ 10:20 Special Programme, 
The, Moguls":, Three films on 


the splendours of the Mogul 
dynasties that Inhabited Nor- 
thern India in the sixteenth and ' 
seventeenth centuries. The 
opulent lives of several Mogul 
emperors are iliuslrated by the 
paintings, miniatures, sculp- 
ture, gardens and architectural 
plans that remain as their le- 
gacy. 


Tuesday 


• 8:30 Ever Decreasing Cir- 
cles: Martin and his wife invite 
some friends to lunch, one of 
the guests brings his girl-friend 
and Introduces her as his wife. 
What happens when his real 
wife shows up? 

* 9:00 Variety Show 

* 10:20 The Fourth Arm, epi- 
sode 3: When Major Gallagher 
returns from France, he is 
given the go ahead to select 
and train a team of volunteers 
whose ultimate goal will be to 
penetrate the complex, obtain 
the latest information about the 
V-weapons and then destroy It. 
Further intelligence reports in- 
dicate that a VI rocket attack 
on London is imminent, and 
Gallagher knows that his team 
muBt be prepared In record 
time. - 

Wednesday 

• 8:30 Three’s Company 

* 9:10 The Africans: The arbi- 
trary colonial boundaries, 
which spread across the con- 
tinent. divided sdme and 
corralled others. Within these 


artificial frontiers the urge to be 

free from the colonial yoke 
gained force, and exploded in 
the Mau Mau rebellion of 1953, 
which set the wheels in motion 
for the independence of Kenya. 

* 10:20 Asper. part 5. 

Thursday 

* 8:30 Comedy Series 

* 9:10 Remington Steel, 
"Spring Time for Steel": Rem- 
ington and Laura become en- 
tangled with a singer who Is 
convinced that someone is out 
to kill her. 

* 10:20 Feature Film, "Petu- 
lia": Starring: George C. Scott 
and Julie Christie: A doctor's 
life Is disrupted by his meeting 
and loving a kooky girl who has 
family problems. 

Friday 

* 8:30 Throb 

* 9:10 Falcon Crest, "Carol 
of The Valley." 

* 10:20 Paradise Postponed, 
episode 4: "Living In The Past": 
Henry and Agnes are In L.A. 
where Agnes becomes increas- 
ingly disillusioned with both 
Hollywood and Henry. Charlot- 
te’s involvement In left-wing 
activities is becoming embar- 
rassing to Leslie. Leslie Is sub- 
tly trying to discredit Doughty 
Strove/ the local conservatlng 
M.P. Lady Grace confirms that 
Charlotte wasn't pregnant at 
the wedding’, however, she is 
Impressed by Leslie's ruthless 
ambition. 


Subscribe to The Star and fill up your days with good stuff/.. 

^ Subscription rates are as follows; . 

I.-.. Region One yqar, : '• Six months 

/'" Arab.countrtee US$60 US$35 

/ ; : ; X 'European & Afrlcan Countries us$ 90 uss.sp . •; 

, J^P^n/ USSR & Others USS 130 US$ 65 

^tOBlnctude Ftrot. pises Matf, 6 and bank drafts to The Star.P.O. Box 691, Am mart- Jordan 
’ ' / / Altow‘ 2 to 3 weaka for your first delivery. : 
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The Most Popular Records 


in The US 

1. Shake You Down — Gre- 
gory Abbott 

2. C'est La Vie — Robbie 
Nevil 

3. Notorious — Duran Du- 
ran 

4. Walk Like An Egyptian — 
Bangles 

5. At This Moment — Billy 
Vera And The Beaters 

6. Control — Janet Jackson 

7. Open Your Heart — Ma- 
donna 

8. Land Of Confusion — 
Genesis 

9. Is This Love — Survivor 

10. Everybody Have Fun 
Tonight — Wang Chung 


In Britain 


1. Reel Petile — Jackie 
Wilson 

2. Caravan of Love — 
Housemartins 

3. Open Your Heart — Ma- 
donna 

4. Cry Wolf — A-Ha 

5. Is This Love? — Alison 
Moyet 

6. Big Fun — Gap Band 

7. Sometimes — Erasure 

8. The Rain — Oran "Juice" 
Jones 

9. Final Countdown — Eu- 
rope 

10. Shake You Down — 
Gregory Abbott 


Love — 














puzzles 





ACROSS 
1 S lien i s' Bow, 
e.g. 

5 Plunders 
10 Bird, (o Brutus 

14 Arab prince 

15 Vivian Vance 
role 

16 Weather 
device 

17 TV sitcom 
starring Judd 
Hirsch 

18 Threefold 

19 Seed cover 

20 Poetic 
morning sung 

22 Pome, 

Rousseau et al. 
24 Northern 
constellation 
28 "I Can't Sleep" 
playwright 
28 At the age of: 

Abbr. 

30 Places 
31" — ci 
ecclcslae,'' 
Harvard motto 
35 Obtrusive 
state 

38 Isle or City 
40 Like George 
Apley 

42 Lodge member 

43 Ben — , Great 
Britain’s 
highest peak 

44 Luxury wrap 

50 Erudite one 

51 Brilliance 

52 Soon 

53 "For want of 

55 One of the 
Chases 

59 Diamond or 
Sedaka 

80 "I — 

Parade" 

61 Lode 

62 Whirlpool 


63 Strive 

64 Poet Lazarus 


1 Old pro 

2 Candlenut tree 

3 Join the crowd 

4 Watchful 
hours? 

5 Brouhaha 

6 A weigh 

7 Dishes 

8 Knowledge 

B Mala mutes, 

e.g. 

10 Serve 

11 "Peyton 
Place" film 
actress 

12 Munogrum pis 

13 French 
seasonings 

21 Smith and Hirt 

23 Dine at home 

24 Army off. 

25 Hacienda 
material 

26 Vade 

(handbook) 

27 Mythical 
Hindudemon 

31 Torek 

32 Type of service 

33 River of Kenya 

34 Pori of ancient 
Rome 

38 Be vain, in a 
way 

37 Chamberlain 
yarn? 

38 Sorts 

41 Id follower 

43 Thirties inks. 

44 Like some 
chairs 

45 Eschew 

48 Brave 

47 Hopreceder 

48 Quakornray 

48 ease 


lillllllllllll 


■ iiiiyii 

IBBililBMHHi 



<«lgy) 

50 Sensible 

54 Nero’s night 

58 Unit on a space 
vehicle 

57 Kipling 
character 

58 Yerby's “A 

Rose for 

Maria" 


Solution to Previous Puzzle 


ggHG muuu □DOE3 
QCDE GUQGB QQCJQ 
□COD HQnciE DEUB 
_ EDDaa EEDQBB 

BcsBBEaaQBaanB 

EEBDQ OGQ 
DEED HQEQEBE 
EHEQBDEQEQEOE 
EEJEQDH0 QDBE 
0HQ GtEQIJE 

EadQHaaDnaEEDB 

EES30QB QQOEJfl 

oeee aaann dhod 

□ECO HaaEE BEDE 
BEEP EaBEB EC3BE 


JUNIOR X-WORD 



Q. §ufflig « 88? ^ Tip: t H S unfuitfi 

U:JSPSnm wKi JSIStaL ,ft - 1098 over - 

CLUES DOWN. — 1, Make beer, for exampia. 
2, Horsemen's name. 4, Americas 40 th Btnte. 

J ,lto **»• open. 9, Win back. 
}§■ -tSk? £ relative, 12. Amarlcan university. 


10. Mnlc relative. 
13, Thick cord. 


4. America's 49th Btnte. 
he open. 0. Win back. 
13. Amarlcan university. 


TARGET 

The 

EXPRESS 
Word Game 


solution 


ACnOS3. — 3. uamel. H. Roof. 1, Adbx. 
l&.anaws*' L Playar- Daa1 '- Lk Flip. 
_ ‘OOWN.—I, Brow. a. Polo. 4, Alaska 
13 Hop?* ®‘ R0Ba,n - 10 - Nephew. 12. Yale. 
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Chess 


mmsmm 


^■'1 


tm h w ■ ■ 
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. White mates In three moves 

?i l ... kl jT J k aB ‘ ,lnsl n,, J’ defence 
'uj A Griinenwald, 1907) a 
puzzle with n real problemist's 
fe- *emlngiy liHHEi to 
s li lnILS - There is no 
trick, and ns usual Whlta 

ftwn bit® 

tom to top of the page. 

Londons two big open-to-nii 
events this month are the 


r„‘‘ y* uecemoer. islinH- 

ST JKS ^**33 
& 

Chess solution 

1 K-~R6. It I ... r — ft? ■ 9 
KJ—K4 oh. K—KtB: 3Kt-Q2 
U f ■■■ R—K18; 2 Kt—Q5 ah. 
3 Kt~Kt4. If 1. 

P 3~Kt ; h Kt ir*! is ch - 

£ J 1 j '« ■ J 3 Wot>es 

3 Kt — R4 oh and 3 R x R. 


UOW many words of Tour 
.letters or more i-un you 
BS* ? r,,nl the letters shown 
here . In milking u word, eneh 
letter limy be uhp ( | once only. 
Kneli word nuixt rontnln the 
lurae letter, and there must be 
“t least one 10-letter word 
hi the lint. ,\q plurals i no 
■ on* I p vi words : no proper 

h" ,,, C h - TOUAV'S TARtlET: 
*0 words good ; 25 words, 

very good : 31 words, excellent. 


SOLUTION ; 

Hake baker bnkery balk balky 
bark barker beak bleak brake 
break cnrnmrk embark kale 
kaina kerb keybar kyle lake 
lark larky leak leaky makable 
make maker mark marker rake 
remark RBMarhably. 




$3 & ■V'S V-g'-ivl ■©■■■ 


Ww.'.vw V. ^ 


VVesl 
$ A ,T 
9 K 10 A 
v J 8 5 3 
* K Q 10 9 


North 
£ KQ2 
9 A Q J 4 
0 4 2 
* A J73 

East 
0 9 765 
9 7 

0 A K 10 7 
9 *8642 

South 

8 10 8 43 
9 6 5 3 2 




■Dealer West: E/W vulnemWe 
West opened One Olub «i 
this deal from rubber bridge 
and North doubled. As Bad 
what would you bid now? 0« i 
Diamond seems natural— you ' 
may be able to support dub I 


later and meanwhile you an ! 
showing a good lend. Hoy- . 
ever, East preferred Two 
Clubs. South hazarded Two 
Hearts; he hasn't got much 
but 5—4 3 — 1 hands are good 
in attack. North raised to 
Eour Hearts and West began 
with the king of blubs. 

South won with the ace. 
ruffed a olub, and led a 1 st 
heart. If West had played tar, 
1 think that South would 
have made the contract* but 
he inserted the 10 of hearts 
This was a sensible false 
card which could not possibly 
cost a triok. 

When the queen of hearts 
held the trick. South noted 
that he might need three 
more entries— one to finesse 
again in hearts and two to 
lead towards the X Q x if 
spades. Short of trumps for 
this plan, he laid down the 
ace of hearts, expecting the 
king to drop. This didn’t hap- 
pen. and in due course the 
declarer had to surrender i 
spade, a heart and two 
diamonds, 

Because of West’s particu- 
lar spade holding, only oue 
spade lead from hand would 
have been necessary. But 
South doesn’t know that, and 
his play was not necessarily 
wrong. The 10 of hearts 
proved an effective false cam 


Advertise in 

tEfjrSferusraipin &ta? 

and get a full 


week for your 


money, 


ARIES — 21 March - 20 April 

you war be batter placed lo make a few 
changes. Do not allow yourself lo carry a grie- 
vanfce. You will be able lo hold an intereslitig 
Conyeraallon wild a friend. Now la the time to 
deal wllh a- family mailer. You- will' be able to 
E™ "**■ ■’■PW Proflfess. You will gel on 
*•, heller WdllrScorpIo and Sagittarius than wllh 
, Libra and Capricorn,' ' . - 

' / TAURUS .~j 2 V April - - r 2 0 May ‘ ; . 

;Vjiu should .not fbse'' Interest, 'do all you can 
;v.«°:fna|ntsln It/You. w||f hfcveippltlaa for; which 
J'SW|.VVW br itianked. : Something ydu,havs not ! ' 

•. !?Wereldpi) WIH [be? revealed. There will • 
a^.cfdwnpjin; S .dlgae reteflon-' 

00 Waller with; Mbf a arid Sa- 
Sqoipio arid AquorlUB. ',: ; 

2 ,- f r ; : j|Hri*'i; ■ _ . f • 

i^Ydu ^[d rbeware- oV' nWkirifl too atiy' ' J 

•^SS^g3 jSffl !tSB3 jms* mi 'S 


out.'Alko.av 


?? jWW ^^‘irUiily:- ' ' J .. ; ' i’* 

home- 

^-are |^i^; 10 Barit; You should pay 


more atten|ion to your, partner's wlBhes. A 
frlhnd of ypurs will help you to confirm you are 
on the right linos. You should not get Involved 
S '"MBS 1 *, nven if you do not like the victim. 
You w|ll get on belter with Scorpio and Sagit- 
tarius Irian with Ubra and Arles. ¥ 

LEO — R2 July - 21 August 

shajld be a little more patient and.’- 
.8hou|d read a document twice before making 

w -!!‘ •* abl « ^ make a , 
Change for the better.. Try to avoid giving vent - 
to An Idea of youra needs revlalon ' 

W modifloatlDn. YOu wfll get On better wllhJJ- 
pra end Arles than wllh Scorpio end Aquarius. 

VIRGO — 22 August - 21 September ii 

Your jlnandal aitilatton wlll hot be' quit's ee" 
stringent, but you nvual. continue to be frugal/ . 
Do not waste timb.lrt Idle chat ter:, and- avoid • ' 
•gossip, You.-wM nol'flnd H easy tddealdeibe-. r 
fyeenjwo Cimost Equally atiractlve 9Herna-"f 
fives. Take d little more thought for the fulwe. 
You., WIN; get ofv better' with Scorpio and Capri- '■ 
-adrn thaft wlth’ Sagittarius phd Plstos. * : - .'. 

22 October: V 

^• Ydu Wftlit bazars of wasting your eneralea 1, 
^BopiUthlrw. Trivial. You : afioiiw make sure 
you do not do anything that contradicts what 1 
Someor^ pload lo ypu haa aald.- You wiB be >. 
able- «a , maKe quite ■ a ; good Investment, ' but 
akalcare. po riot rfsgleot an injury or; rnfed-'," 
.E® 1 Sff with SaglttprlUa : 
and Aodarius lhan ^rtth Ca^oam and. XrleB. . 


SCORPIO — 23 October - 21 Novem- 
ber - 

Your financial situation js rather delicate 
Just now, eo take care. You should nol neglect 
an Innovation, but there la no point in novelty 
for novelty a sake. You wfll have.aome perso- 
nal sums, but do not be vain of conceited 
about It. The situation is a little confused and 
you must do your beat to clarify It. You will 

ffih°AquaSSk. With Caprlcorn and P| 8 C0 8 than 

■ . §A0. m R,U8 . — 22 November - 20 

a U, d emotional: life will tend to 
^toeed. 1 There will be some Jeh- 
^ nd reeeotmerrte which you should try' 

' vSvad r ffS n hrtwf u 3l L au ' d l ? t become. toe in-; 
vnved In e hobby and should pay mord atten-' 

: 0u,tura l toterqsta. Avoid being Sq- 

wi PJS 19 D °hcerned7 You 

•' SWW ^uarius qnd Arles than 

hs .concise Sorhelhlng : that la : 
sdfnethlng .that fs Importeht. ! ' 

■- X PK toPe* reckon : onaome delav* anri 


AQUARIUS — 21 January - 18 Febru- 
ary . 

trv Y tn U m 5 kB aure y° u set enough real, 
l^.to av 9. , . d feeling tired. Pay more attention 1 
to? x .f® jtotore — - you are not made of money. 
® n «J! wl soon be necessary to make a few 
Avoid being tactless or clumsy. 
The situation Is a little uncertain and ft would 
2," B ® 1 ,0 await further developments. ..You 
wlth S Scorpio bef,0r ^ ,th Arles and Libra than! 

PISCES — 19 Fabfuary - 20 March 

: .. youdhould not g'iva In to someone wjio Is - 
'■ ■ >[ying Id undermine yogi- authority. Now Is the; 

: l me to review Ideas, that may have become. 

0 P 1 ; .no longer appropriate. Yoii /will bev 
better able to adept yourself to clrdumstanc^s ' 

. and you will be able lo. triumph over a certain 
amount of qdyerslty, pp not Shirk what Has $ 
be done, even |f, a little unpleasant. You, wfll 
8 ?,i. 0 J , tier ,wjth Libra end Gaprlcbrn jhan . 
••.wilhSafllttsrlua.S.;. 

igi^jew >op th6se born this ; 

. WEEfv,. ! ;i . /■ . ..■> 

: You wUI be able to consolidate a gain and.td ; 

* make good progress.' You will have to rhaks a -. 

1 onptoe but yog will mdke ' the right one. You. 
:WUI, hfve an experience from whfcl 
jleqrn end wfll not make the: s*m< 
eaaln.. At: wprKv you, will have t 

do hoi 
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comics 


pl l'jsc UniV.Mi.il 1''^ 




7-1 II . _ . . ^ .. .. t ,. 

50,000 B.C.: Gak Eisenberg invents the 
first and last silent mammoth whistle. 
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"Well, I'll be ... Honey, It's the Worthingtons 
— our favorite couple of slimebags." 


THE FAR SIDE 


By GARY LARSON 
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Knowing how It chould change the lives of Vern waHsd, hoplngto 

canines everywhere, the dog scientists struggled iS2r "" 

diligently to understand the Doorknob Principle. when the herd would cluster together. 

■'Moml Earl's grossing me out 
with a mouthful of wormsl" 
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t..' The portrait qf Dorian : Cpw '* 
16 JANUARY 1987: . : ' ■ fa. .'. 


Flora pracllcal lokes 


African rakesnake 
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